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PREFACE. 

Julius Ursinus Niemcbwicz, the author of 
the following Tale^ is one of the most distin^ 
guished men of his country, as well for his 
virtue and his patriotism as for his talents and 
knowledge. In the year 1788 he was one of 
the representatives of his native province of 
Lithuania, in the Diet of Poland, held at War- 
saw, and displayed sudi deep reflection and 
animated eloquence as gave him great influ- 
ence in all the proceedings of that patriotic 
assembly* By his co-operation with the mild, 
intdligent, but feeble King Stanislaus, and the 
more respectable part of the Diet, that consti- 
tution was framed which was secretiy prepared 
and instantiy adopted in May 179L With- 
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cnit entering into the benefidal eflfects whidi 
miglit liave foDowed from its practical exer- 
cise^ it is sufficient praise to Niemoewics, to 
mrbom the adjustment of it has heen diiefly 
ascribed^ that it reoaved at first the omsent 
di the Prusflian government^ and the wann 
applause of Burke and Fox^ two of the ablest 
statesmen in Eurq>e; who, at that period, 
scarcely agreed on any other subject It is 
no reflection on the wisdom or patriotism of 
the co-operators in that work, that it could 
not resist the grasping ambition of Catharine 
of Russia, and the selfish policy of Austria, 
whoi united with the power of Prusria; who, 
by a failure in the alliances which had been 
formed to prevent a furtiier divirion of Poland, 
thought herself bound in self-defience to con^ 
cur with the two other powers, and obtained 
a share of the infamous diririon. 

Niemcewicz had been the friend of the ta- 
inted and energetic Kosduszko from thdr 
earliest youth. They were serving in the same 
corps in 1777, when an affiur of the heart 
induced the latter to rengn his commisrion. 
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was nominated president of it There can be 
no doubt that he performed his duty as well 
as the very limited powers conferred on the 
commissioners would allow. Of the nullity of 
such a constitution it is needless to speak. It 
is utterly inoperative, as all sudi written do- 
cuments must be, in a state where no oppo- 
sition can be offered to the unrestricted power 
of the monarch. Poland is indeed allowed to 
have a senate and a house of representatives, 
but ihey have no power to make or even to 
propose laws, nor the least influence in any 
branch of either the dvil, military, or ecclesi- 
astical departments, and cannot use evien a 
moderate degree of freedom of sjpeech in their 
proceedings. f 

Niemoewicz is the perpetual Secretary of 
the Senate, an office which, as that body meets 
but once in three or four years, occupies but 
little of lis time. 

His last public appearance was at the fu- 
neral of his friend Kosdusasko. It is before 
said, that the hero died in Switzerland. It 
was resolved to pay every respect to his me- 
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mory hy a pabfic ftmend, and that his bodj 
should rest in the same Taolt of the cathedral 
of Cracow with the remains of those of his ce- 
lebrated coontrymen SoUeski and P<»uatow- 
skL The funeral procesrion was conducted 
with solemn pomp through the Austrian terri* 
tories, and receired on the frontiers of Poland 
bj numerous crowds who had served under^ 
or been taught to admire, the deceased patriot 
These accompanied it to the cathedral, where 
Niemcewicz pronounced a funeral oration, 
which is comidered by his countrymen as the 
master-piece of all his compositions. 

The writings of our Author are all in the 
Polish language, a dialect of the Sarmatian, 
which is the vernacular tongue of a country 
ccmtaining more than fourteen millions of in-, 
habitants, but scarcely understood by any fo- 
reigners, and but imperfectly even by such of 
them as have resided many years in the country. 

The vast influence which popular songs 
have upon a nation has been often remarked. 
Niemcewics aware of this, has written in a 
series c^ songs the history of Poland; these 
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have been set to the most fitvourite tunes, are 
repeated and song by all dasses, and have . 
tended in a wonderful degree to keep alive 
that spirit of ardent patriotism, which was the 
characteristic of the Polish nation during the 
thousand years of the independence, freedom, 
and glory of their country. He has written, 
besides, a history of the kings of PdUmd, — a 
history of the reign of Si^mund the Third,-^ 
a collection of memoirs relating to the ancient 
history of Poland, — a romance much cele- 
brated under the title of ** John von 
Tenczyn,** — Fables and Tales, — Kasimir the 
Greaty a play, — and some other theatrical 
pieces. Several of his works have been trans- 
lated into German, but» as &r as is known to 
the Editor, not into any other European lan- 
guage. Count Mostowski, in his collection 
of the Polish classics, has inserted many pieces 
from the pen of our author. 

Having passed some time in Poland, in the 
year 1825, it was the good fortune of the 
Editor to form an acquaintance with this es- 
timable man. He found him cheerful, ani- 
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mated, and intelligent, in sjttte of his ad- 
vanced age and of a very painful complaint^ 
tat relief from which he was kept in a state 
of expectation of undergoing a haxardous 
surgical operation, wludi was deferred from 
day to day. In every sodety in Warsaw, 
among the most distinguished by thrir rank 
and their talents, the state of Niemcewicz*s 
health formed an important topic of conver- 
sation, and the hopes or fears of every indi« 
vidual exhibited the interest which eadi 
me felt in the safety of thdr illustrious coun- 
tr]rman« 

* In his journey through Poland, the Editor 
was much struck with the numbers and the 
appearance of the Jews. He had been aware 
that ihey were a numerous body; but did*- 
not expect to see the difference betwixt them 
and the other inhaUtants to be so distinctly 
marked as he found them. As none of them 
are engaged in agriculture, they are but 
rarely to be found in the villages, and being 
Uius assembled in the towns and dties, which 
are but few, they seem in most of them to 
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form a very large majority of their popula- 
tion. The men have for the most part much 
finer countenances than the other Poles; 
their forms are better^ as weU as their atti- 
tudes and paces ; and the long flowing black 
dresses which they commonly wear^ form al- 
together a striking contrast with the appear- 
ance of thdr slouching, loitering, idle neigh- 
bours. Their eastern countenances and com- 
plexions, and the waving beards of many, 
especially of those advanced to middle age, 
presented a new and striking feature. They 
seemed to be always in motion, and yet doing 
nothing, and it was natural to inquire how 
such numbers of them could procure the 
means of subristence, especially as their wives 
and daughters seemed to be decorated nith 
jeweb or ornaments much more expensive 
than were to be seen among the inhabitants 
of the same dass in the neighbouring pro- 
vinces of the Prussian dominions which had 
just been passed through. It appeared ex- 
traordinary m a country where the laws pro- 
hiUted themfimn possesring land, where theit 
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€fwn iiidispotttioii to a rural life prevented 
them from renting and cultiyating that of 
otiheraj that ihey should not address them- 
aehres to some manufacturing or handicraft 
panoits; but such the Editor had reason to 
beGeve was the case ; and all of them subsist 
by bdng the retail distributors of the labour 
of thdr ndghbours in some way or other. 
Tbqr have in their hands all the intermediate 
operati<»is of the commerce of the country 
to sodi an extent^ that every one who wants 
adier to buy or to sell any commodity per- 
fonns the operation, however minute, through 
the instrumentality of his Jew. A lady of 
the highest rank in Poland affirmed, that if 
. sihe wanted to purchase household linen, 
clothes, or furniture, she was obliged to em- 
ploy her own Jew, or she was sure to be 
cheated. This kind of trafficking habit, 
though it leads to great wealth with some few 
individuals of the nation, leaves a great part 
in the most nuserable state of poverty, astate 
which can only be encountered by the extreme 
of frugality, approaichmg to a kind of half 
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starvation; whilst the rags and filth which 
cover their persons are hid from the eye of 
the observer by the long dresses of black stii£^ 
which composes their principal but cheap 
garment. 

The distress among the nmnerous poor 
Jews is felt by the government as one of the 
evils requiring some remedy. A law had 
been promulgated^ by which they were or- 
dered to apply themselves to the cultivation 
of the soil within a specified time. But ar- 
bitrary as the power of a Rusnan autocrat 
may be^ this was beyond the limits of his 
authority; for the period had passed over, 
and none of them had exchanged theur town 
habits for rural occupations. 

At the time the Editor was in War- 
saw, a commission was sitting there, under 
the authority of the Emperor Alexander, to 
inquire into the circumstances of those peopIe> 
to point out the evils, and to suggest some 
appropriate remedy. \Vhat measures have 
been adopted in consequence of the exami- 
nation of these commissionen, is not known ; 
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bat thej were men of oilarged and correct 
newSy and likely to have recommended tome 
beneficial changes. 

In the various conversations of the Editor 
with Niemcewics^thejr frequently turned on this 
snigect That gentleman lamented the con- 
dition of so hurge a part of the population, 
and regretted, that for thdr own sakes, so 
little progress had attended the attempts that 
had been directed towards leading them to 
the knowledge and acceptance of die Christ* <^^ 
ianfidth. He said, that attempts had been 
made, as it was found impracticable to con-* 
vert them into good Christians, to convert 
diem into good subjects, without interfering 
with th^ religious prejudices. As he thought 
a moral and industrious Jew better than a 
knavish and idle one, he had written a Tale, 1^:^ 
with the hope of benefiting them. As he I ^ 
knew the Editor did not understand the 
Polish language, he presented him with a 
German translation of it, executed under his 
own inspection, from which the English 
edition now presented to die public has been 
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translated. It may contain too many Ger- 
man idioms, which, it is ho][^, the reader 
ivill pardon, on account of the fidelity which 
has heen preserved. 

The Tale is merely a vehicle for conveying i 
to the puhlic a view of the manners, morals, / 
prejudices, and superstitions of the people to 
which it relates. The fullest confidence is. 
lielt in the accuracy of the descriptions here 
giyen, and especially of the extracts made firom 
the Jewish Talmudic writings. On both these 
subjects an opportunity occurred of obtaimng ' 
satisfiurtory corroboration firom intercourse 
with a clergyman of our own Church, who 
was employed by a society in London, as a 
Missionary for converting the Jews. He is 
an upright, pious, and zealous man, and 
having a great talent for. acquiring languages, 
had learned^ besides becommg familiar with 
Hebrew, that kind of mixed tongue which 
the Jews use in thdr. intercourse with each 
other. Some of ihe quotations which the 
Author has extracted firom the Cabalistical 
books, are so grossly absurd, and so very hlas- 

b 
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pbemous, that it was doubted if human cre- 
dufity could be extended so far as to reorive 
tliem for truths. The gentleman in question, 
who has prepared himself for the meritorious 
oocupalion in whidi he is engaged, by making 
himsdf acquainted with the Cabalistical writ* 
tinga, affirmed that implicit reliance might be 
placed, not only on the fid^ty of the quota* 
ticna which had caused the doubts, but of all 
the representations of manners, of opinions, 
and df characters which are giren in the 
Work. 

The notes to be found scattered through 
the Work, are inserted by the Editor on his 
own responsibility, and for them M. Niem- 
oewicas is in no way answerable. They are in 
part from the recollections of what was ol>- 
served in Poland, and in part from Authors 
of unimpeached character for fidelity and di« 



As many persons and sodeties in this king- 
dom are laudably anidous that the Jewish j 
people should be converted to the pure ro- 1^ 
lig^on of Christ, and are usbg considerable / 
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efforts for that purpose^ it may be useful to 
them to contemplate the obstacles which have 
hitherto impeded their success ; and thus they 
may be prepared with the most appropriate 
kinds of means for encountering such ob- 
stacles^ and for extending the faith for which 
they contend. How fiur the previous aboli- 
tion of the Talmud^ the rejection of the 
fables and fictions of the various Cabalistical 

r 

books, and the return of the Jews to the un- 
sophisticated religion dictated to Moses, may 
be steps to theur reception of Christianity, 
I must be left to the decision of a future, per- 
I haps distant, period, and to the providence of 
|that great Being, who with infinite wisdom 
Tule9 all the affidrs of the innumerable worlds 
He has created. 
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LETTER L 

8ARAH TO LEVI. 



Berditachew, Itt Jir. 
Since the separation from my dearest Levi, I 
have not passed a cheerful moment My 
mind is filled with the keenest amdetyt which 
nothing can. divert. I regret our departure 
from Warsaw, and weep over that deg 
spuit of speculation which has 
from his afflumt and secure home, to embark 
in pursuits of the most hazardous kind. He 
is at present occujned.in a contraband trade in 

B 
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^ honws^and Other oonunodities of different k^^ 

^ between RadziwOow and Brody*. Haying 

aucoeededj by corrupting the officers on the 

^ frontierjin introdudng serenty-two horses^ he 

fiuides, because he has thus made a large 

profit, that this hazardous traffic will continue 

' to prosper; and he dreams of nothing less 
than gaining by it hundreds of thousand^ and 

-^ eren millions^ of pistoles. I wdl remember 
Us tempest of rage, when^ by your energetic re- 
presentations, you endeayoured to restrain him 
firom this desperate course : neyer can that mo- 
ment pass from my recollection, when, with 
tears of rage in his eyes and an inflamed 

^ countenance, he ezdaimed:— '^ Away with 
such absurd scruplesi This is the conse- 
quence of the new fimgled education. Had I 
no odier reason for leaying Warsaw, it would 
be a sufficient one that I shouldihereby separate 




> . T Brodj is a laige dtjr en ths Anstrisa tnatkt 
GsIIida towards Russia; Badiiwilair is a town en tha 
Rmnaa side of tha boundary, ens of tha fimr by whioh 
tha a^qpiort mmI import of go(^ are pannittsd, Imt wli^ 
;isBiiidipraetiselL' ''/ ^-'i '^^ '<■ 
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* 

my Sarah from the perverted Levi. Thou hast 
longdeceived me, and now I see that our ancient 
disdpline, and even thfi^Ji fo s a i c fakk jteelf^ 
will be cast off. J clieat the Christians/W 



cause the Talmud permits me to do so. I 
remove my daughter, because I perceive the 
rage for innovation has already infected her." 
With this he threw at you a threatening 
glance, kissed the border of the law^, rushed 
into the inner room, closing the door with a 
most vehement rage. 

Whilst my mother was attending to the 
preparation of the meal, I sat on the so£ei, agi- 
tated and in tears, wondering what there 
could be so pemidous in the education I had 
received. During three years, you had 
taken pains to instruct me, and had given 
me more knowledge of usefiil and necessary 
subjects thap many of our young people acquire 
in seven years of wearisome labour over books ; 
from whidi nothing is leamt, because nothmgin 
them is intelligible. Had I merdy learned 
io write I^[ibly, and to express my fedings 

. B 2 
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to you, my dear Levi, it would have been a 
most delightfiil advantage I What could I 
have expresaed in the mutikted German with 
Hebrew diaracten, to which our people g^e 
the name 6f the Jewish language! Naiher 
Abraham, nor Isaac, nor Jacob, nor our great 
law^giver, Moses, ever used such a language. 
The mother-tongue of a Jew is that of the 
country in which he is bom* We, who axe 
bom in Poland, ought to qpeak and write the 
Polish language. 

The effect of the melancholy threat of my 
&&er soon appeared ; for, after some conyer- 
sation with the servant, Chaim, in his apart- 
ment, he came out heated and confused, and 
ordered us to prepare immediatdy for a final 
departure. My kind mothar, the pattern of 
obedience and patience, coDected together 
boxes and trunks, and began to fill them with 
pur domestic stores. My fietiher went into the 
aby to finish his business ; his absence, and (he 
occupations of my mother, allowed me to see 
jou for a moment^— to see you, and to take a 
fiur0well,peifaaps, for ever. But» no, my dearest 
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Levi ! the vow which your lips pronounced, will 
be kept till you shall be gathered with your fa- 
thers. I see, indeed, before me a thousand 
perplexities. My father adheres blindly to all 
the antiquated prejudices of our nation, and 
will never allow my hand to be bestowed upon 
you. But the God of Abraham watches over 
the wretched Sarah ; he will soften the heart 
of my parent, will unite us, will bless us as He 
hath blessed our forefathers, and will multiply 
His people like the stars of heaven, or the sand 
on the shores of the sea. 

Early the next morning, a waggon drove to 
the door well covered with linen, stretched on 
large hoops. My honoured father, Mosei, 
fixed on his girdle contaimng his purse of 
gold, filled his pipe, and stepped in. My 
mother, Leah, took her seat by his side, and I 
was placed between them, whilst Chaim was 
busily engaged in packing the two boys away 
among the chests and beds *, and the other 

* In Poland, firom tho tcareitjr of domostio comfort^ 
oicli ftmil J, in trareUing, carry thoir beds and oclior 
aoeeiifuy fiurnitoro witk them. TUs is not only tho 
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fbnuton ; froiii the heaps of whichj the headi 
and hands of those dear littk aflbctioiuite 
creatures were seen peeping out The over- 
laden vdiicle at length moved forward, but not 
without the aid of C!haimV wdghty blows. 

I will not describe to you our joumejr of 
fiyorteendays; you can conceive at what a pace 
we proceeded in a heavily4aden carriage, 
drawn by two poor meagre horses. We were 
aiMnetimes obliged to stand still in the deep 
sand, when I was glad to be freed from my 
confined position, and, getting out, refreshed 
myself by ezerdse ; but this became trouble- 
arnne, for the bc^ ran about over the heath to 
pick wild strawberries, and I had to run after 
and bring them to the waggon agun. At 
one time, Isaac had strayed to such a dis» 
tanc^ that it took me an hour to catch him 
and bring him back. 

Our journey was fiur from being esqpensive ; 



» wiih ths diM of penons to wliom this namtiYe 
idate^» Im^ octends ev«a to tbo firil of the noble h^ 
nOiciy wbote poloooi oro miMftUT doficjoat ia fominOTi 
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we rested at retired public houses. Chaim 
at^nded on the horses. My father^ who is 
^ as parsimonious and haggling as he is rich, 
made his dinner of a pickled cucumber and 
onion and a piece of bread, and my mother, 
the boys, and myself, were refreshed with a 
dish of goat's milk. Chaim appeared to me 
to live only by smoking his pipe. Thus, you 
see, the landlord could not be much enriched 
by our nighf s lodging. 

My father maintained a profound nlence,ex* 
cept whilst at his morning devotions ; it ap- 
peared that he was brooding over some great 
schemes. Only on one occasion, and that an un- 
lucky one for me, was he roused from lus silent 
mood. I su£fered much from the excessive 
heat, and even the horses could scarcely draw 
thdr breath. By good, or rather, for me, 
bad luck, we came to a small hut, sheltered 
from the sun's rays by the shade of a spread- 
ing tree, under whidi we rested to refresh the 
horses. I stepped down, and met a neat 
young Christian girl, with a bucket of dear 
spring water. The Aght was really ddigfatr 
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'M to one nearly £Euntiiig. I leiaed a wooden 
cup gtanding by, dipped it in the bndcet, and 
took a moat refiredung draught; I had hardly 
set down the cop before I Mt, on my back, 
a moat terrible blow fimn a large stick, and on 
taming round met the angry coontenance of 
my firfher, who exclaimed, ^ Ah ! thouwretdil 
unworthy of the name of an Israelite t i 
Darest thou drink out of a yessel whidi has I 

, been touded by the unclean mouth of the | ^^ 

Gojim ? * Dost thou not know that accord- J 

ing to our books, espedally the Talmud, mily ) 
the Jews have originated from God, and have 
souls ; and that all others have sprung fix)m 
Sitra Acdra, the enemy of God ; they have no 
souls, and are as leprous as the worms that 
crawl upon the earth t * 

I answered him; ^I have not read the 
cafaftlisticaJ books, and it appears, to me in- 
orediUe that God should haye created so 

. many millions without souIik, and should have 

* TlietennO«iriiigiilar,Oojimpliinl, is applied bj 
the Puliih JTcwi to all Imt the memben of tbeir own 
emmuiutj* 
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bestowed them alone on the poor, despised, 
and fugitive race of Abraham. I do not per« 
odve that it is a crime for one who is fainting 
to drink pure water out of a dean cup. If 
whatever the Christians partake of is poi« 
soned, we should all have been destroyed, for 
the very air we breathe must have been infected 
by the Christians, who have breathed the 
same.** 

'^ Silence, thou cursed wretch ! " exclaimed 
my fietther, and again lifted his stick to renew 
the punishment, which was only prevented by 
my mother rushing between us, and with tears 
and prayers dissuading him from his vio* 
lent purpose. How mournful is my situation! 
How gloomy my prospects I How melancholy 
that an affectionate fietther, whom duty com* 
pels me to love, should, by his violence and 
prejudices, bp thus led to ill-use his daughr 
ter. Contrive, my dear Levi, some me- . 
ihod by which lus prejudices may be 
softened, or tremble lest I should become 
the victim of my severe sufferings. We 
at last reached Radawilow, exhausted by 
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firtigiie and exertioii, and drove to a (undthed 

boose, which had been engaged for ns. My 

ttOhe^s friends have Yisited as; but in the 

meeting there was only a cold and fonnal 

gieetmg, and none of that pleasure manip 

fiested, which may be expected when dd friends 

and lebitions meet again after a long separ 

latimi. It has often appeared to me that, 

except onrsdves, no two persons among our 

peqp]ek>ye one another. They marry without 

love, without havmg known, or even having seen 

each other. Their union is ndther founded 

on aflfection, on mutual confidence, nor similar 

feelings, nor even <m esteem. Two fiEtthers ne- 

godate the match, or rather bargain about the 

fortunes. One seUs to a son a bride he has 

never sera ; the other sells a daughter^ who 

is, perhaps, equally unacquainted with the 

bridegroom. On the day &xed they are 

brought together for the first time; a few 

ceremonies take place, and firom that moment 

they pass the whde of their lives together. It 

win not be thus with our nuptials; bve, esteem, 

real respect will unite us. With these feelmgs 
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will our hands be joined, and thus, for better 
or for worse^ shall we enter that state to whidi 
we look forward. 

My father is frequently in conference with 
the rabbins and the dders of this place ; some- 
times the officers of the customs are admitted. 
In the room where I sit I often hear the 
words, ducats, dollars, roubles, though in- 
distinctly; when, probably, they are en« 
gaged on some speculations, or some contra- 
band arrangement. I should rejoice if this were 
the worst; but in the discourse with the 
rabbins my name is frequently uttered. I 
tremble at the sound, and know not what can 
protect me from their projects. You, my 
Levi, are far away ; but you can at least sup- 
port my spirits by your letters. I need your 
council and encouragement in my present cir- 
cumstances* As it is to you I am indebted 
for enlightening and mstructing me from my 
earliest days ; as I owe to you that love of 
what is good and estimable, the seeds of 
which you have im^janted in my unoorrupted 
mind, so I must still depend on you for fii- 
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tue gddanoe and directioD. My heart, my 
' tbaof^bitB, an axe younu FaieweD, may hap* 
ever attend you I 



. I ^te this, privatdiy^ by the hand of my 
' fidhe/a man Chaim, who is going to War- 
saw to contey some hare-skins» Your an- 
swer may be oonreyed by die same channaL 



. ../ * -, <" 
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LETTER II. 

M0SE8 TO HIR8GH« 

# 

Badxiwilow, the Slrt MImil 

Mat the blesnng of Abraham, ci Isaac, and 
of Jacob, rest upon fhee I 

This is to inform you, my dear friend, that 
I arrived at Radawilow yesterday* The var 
nous transactions in trade between us, your 
Imown es^rience, penetration, and activity, 
and especially the unfitthomable depth of 
your 8on Jankid in the doctrines of the Ci^ 
bala, and the Mystics, command from me the 
most unbounded confidence, I therefore he- 
sitate not to open my mmd as well regarding 
theaffiursof trade as in what relates. to' nqr 
dUidren* 
:> I shall begin mthwhatis <^ the gnaint 
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^importanoey the trade. I have not left Warsaw 
^ because Iwas not doing well in that city ; but 
' because in this ndghbourhood there is a better 
field open for far greater profits. The prohi- 
bition against sending goods over the firontier 
may be made the source of immense benefit 
. It is true, indeed, that the revenue ofl^rs 
and the guards must share a part of the gain, 
but still there will remain a very fiedr profit. 
But now to the point. I have made a ccmi- 
tract to deliver two hundred horses on theother 
side of the fix>ntier. AH is settled with the 
officers of revenue. They are to have two 
ttoubles for eadi horse, and to take all the risk 
on themselves. The horses must be in pairs^ 
as they are more eanly managed so than singly. 
I now remit you 9000 paper roubles, to which 
you may add the same sum and purchase the 
horses. Thdr being a little wild is of no con- 
sequence if Ihey k)ok wdL The lowest profit 
>re can calculate on is dght roubles each horse. 
I will attend to the smuggling them ovier the 
boundary. .:i^-:[\''fi-) 

ir.: The secdndcomndsmmwhidilentriatt^^ 
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is, that when an opportunity offers you diould 
purchase for me some hare-skins, whidi the 
hatters will be glad to sell. Select the largest 
of these skins, and sew up in them about one 
hundred pounds of tea, of a good quality, at 
the top, some inferior in the middle, and the 
worst at the bottom, and load a large waggon 
with them. These tea*skins must be packed 
in the middle of the waggcm, so as not to be 
remarked. If we succeed in passing them 
across the frontier, of which there is Utde 
doubt, you shall recdve three per cent for 
your commission. 

In the answer to my letter, which informed 
you of my intention to quit Warsaw, you- ex* 
pressed wonder at my determination. It was 
not, however, formed without due considefap 
tion. Warsaw appears to you a second Je^ 
rusalem ; undoubtedly there are flowers, but 
there are also thorns. By quitting it, I escape 
from the intolerable £uts which our corporate 
Jewish elders ordain. Those £uts, or talher 
the imposts that aire levied under that pretax^ 
amount to a pretty large' smn, to which 25,000 
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Jews' oontribute. The great good arinog 
firom it has nerer yet been shewn. I wiD 
Dot^ however^ doubt bat that it is appropriated 
to Hie adyaiioement of our holy retigion. 

A fhoiuand daggers will pierce thy heart, 
as they have mme, when ihon knowest that 
the lidiest treasore of onr wisdom, the 
Tahnud, the commentaries upon it, the ca- 
hJistical books, in short, all those springs of 
mystic rapture in which onr chief rablnns have 
deeply indulged, and whidi the blessed printing 
press at Slawuz has eodifseminated among the 
people of Israel, — all these sacred boohs have 
been subjected to the inspection of the detest- 
ed Gojim. From this profimation, a thousand 
evib win arise. I cannot look on such abo- 
nunatbn with patience nor see these Christians 
everywhere establish themselves on the earth 
as tiiougfa it was made for them. Next 
to the joy which I fed in cheating a 
HThristian, either with goods, in the diange of 
money, or in selfing a horse, the greatest 
agoyment iit, on the sabbath after a plentifal 
meal, to losO; myself in the. profoiin4 ]i!iisd<w 
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of the Talmud *, the Mischna^ and the 6e-< 
mara. In the sober quietness of mj house- 

* The Talmud is a theological work highly Talued 
hj all Jews, and hj the Poliflb Jews estimated beyond 
the Old TfX^&ii* ~It consists of two divisions, odled 
the Mischna and the G^emanu The Mischna is a oot« 
lection of the writings of the rabbins of fiHrmer 
ages, made in the second cent yy frf ^e-Ghristian era. 
The great reverse in the sitnatien of the Jews since 
the time when Moses ddiyered the law,— the new 
connexions formed betwixt them and other nations,—* 
the change in the various fonns of sode^,— and the 
great improvement made in ^e sciences and the arts of 
life,— all gave rise to questions how fer they might ab- 
stain from or indulge in many things and practices un- 
known to Moses. These points are discussed in the 
Misdma under six severu heads. The Oemara, col- 
lected about one hundred years later, is a commentary 
<m the Mischna. Wben the Jews were scattered firom 
Palestine, many of them collected in Babylon, where 
tiie rabbins, about 600 years after Christ, made additions 
to the Misdma, and produced what is now used under 
the name of the Babylonian Talmud. The Misdina 
contains fewer absurdities . than tiie Oemara^ An 
abridgement of botii, made by Maimonldes in tiie 
twdfth century, is most esteemed by the more enlight- 
ened Jews, as many of the dreams and fellies and im- 
proprieties of tbe Ocmaim are omitted. 

C 
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\ bdldj, — in the secret privacy of my dote^ — ^I' 

^ can enjoy thoae picas emotions which raise 
me to the hearoily spheres ; and indulge my- 
self in scornful hatred, and kugfa at the Uind 
folly of the contemptible people with whom, 
tar a moment only, the earth has been cover- 

} ed. I laugh at you, ye blinded bongs who 
pretend to be men, and to hare souls, and 
know not that ye are merely shameless 
brutes; and that die Jews alone have re- 
cdved from God a soul, and are united with 

(>him in overcoming you, who were created by 
his enemy. Frequently do I indulge in this 

^ ocean of mystic feeling, till I become almost 

' elevated above reason, and scarcely understand 
die books I am reading. But this itself is, 
however, real wisdom. 

' Those works, the source of comfort to 
an oppressed heart, are become objects 
of prohibition in Warsaw. How could I 

^ then longer remain in that dty? I came' 
away; and on my arrival in Radriwilow, my 
first busmess was to procure .from Slawua a 
complete collection of our cabalistical mystic 
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books breathing rage against the Christians. 
Yet for but a short period will Sitra Aedra 
(God's enemy) rule the world. 

But the evil does not stop here. Some of 
our own people, of the pure yirgiDs of Israel, 
have wandered mto the poisonous crooked 
paths of infidelity. My daughter Sarah, firom^ 
her new-fashioned education,— from her mter^ 
course with Leiri, the jEMon of Bga^ who 

is not ashamed to frequent the Christian 
schools, — who has cut off hb beard, and who 
no longer wears the phylactery of the law *,— 
is imbued witii the canine principles of tiie 

* The first requisite for a Jew, if he confonns to the 
law, is the Arba Camphos, a kind of sqiuire mantle, 
which comes over the breast before, and over the shonl- 
ders behind, and is kept on by fringes of woollen, thread. 
These fringes are called Zixsis, or Band of God. They 
consist of eight twisted doable threads^ whicli are. 
connected with ^Ye battons^ in remembrance. of the 
five books of Hoses, and hang down aboot a foot ;be- 
hind. They are designed to bring to recoUeetioii the 
commandment^ and togoard against the commission of 
sin. The Jews derive the practice from the book of 
Nnmber^y chap. xv« verses 37 to 41. 

c 2 
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J Goynu What a shame and dbg^raco t She 

^^has not scmpled to drink out of a Christian 

I ^«sel, and asserts that die Christians hare 

souls, and, like us, were created by God. 

"^Surely it is time to dam out this flood of 

' wid^edness, and to tear my daughter from 

f die predpice from wluch she may be hurled 

to perdition. As the inhaUtants of Bender 

[i CNT Mohflow call together their goods and fly 

ioto the interior when the plague first appears, 

so hare I collected my property and fled fix>m 

' tiiat cmsertiirratened^^^ The 

nusery is not however ayerted ; for Sarah still 

adheres to her self-conceited prejudices. Levi 

and his prin^Ies have corrupted her from 

^ her yery childhood. I must confess, however, 

^ that I did not duly attend to the kind of in- 

^ struction he communicated; for I was fully 

' occupied with my trading aflSiirs, and was 

^1^ that her education cost me notlung; till 

^ at length, though too late, my eyes have been 

opened. Now my daughter is become mdan- 

choly and depressed, her peace is gone, and 

deep and appetite fail her. I am alarmed at 
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her state ; for she was a treasure to me. 
Although she is my daughter, I can confi* 
denilj aver that Rachel, the bride of Jacobs 
was not more beautiful. She is tall and slen- 
der as the lily of the wood, with eyes like 
two brilliant stars, blooming cheeks, and teeth 
of irory; and every movement exhibiting 
such a captivating gracefulness, tiiat even 
Esther herself, that celebrated queen, would 
scarcely be thought a beauty by her dde. 
h Should one of the virgin daughters of Israel 
I whom God has endowed with sudi graces be 
I bestowed on this Levi?— on one who b a 
^ Iperverted separatist, — who despises our holy 
Itraditions; — in whose eyes Jews and Gojim 
fare alike the creatures of God's hand ? No t 
"Iswear by the phylactery of thelawtfaat never 
shall be* 

Attend- now to what I propose. With my 
Sarah's person, and the portion I shall bestow, 
she would be an advantageous match for the 
first of our rabbins, in Brzescs, or in Brody, 
or even in Amsterdam. > There is however 
danger- in dehiy. I know that you haive a 



4 
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Mm anived at mature age^— that he if de- 
fanooed, diaeased^ and ugly, I also know; hat 

^theae an trifles, in one who ponesses 
graoea whidi fiv outweigh tfaenu He is said 

^to be deqply grounded in the Misdma, die 
Gemara, and the Tafanud, and in all the 
nqrateries of our cabalistical books. It is also 

^aflbmed, that he fiv exceeds our other 
youths in ardent hatred fiir all that bear die 
name of Christian, and that he is so animated 
widi leal, and so full of knowledge, that he 
most certainly attain die dignitjr of a rabbin. 
I am willing to bestow my daughter upon 

^ him, if you hare no objection to die match ; 
bat it must take place without dehiy. I 
win give m ready money at once 10,000 roa- 

^ bks, and a present of a purse <^ Dutch ducats 

I should wish it to be celebrated die first 
day of die month Sivan. Yoa must take care 
Hat your Jankid he not seen here before that 
time. It is indispensably necessary that until 
Aat moment he be unknown and unseen by 
' Ae bride. Bring your son Jankiel on that 
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day: I will lead mj daughter to him with 
her eyes coviered ; the rahbin will be ready ; 
and after the marriage you can take Sarah 
with you^ and then exert every possible care 
to drive all new-Cashioned notions out of 
her head^ and to lead her in the way of the 
Talmud^ of the Mischna, and the Gemara. 

Let something be quickly done to aooom^ 
plish the beneficial plan thus proposed. An- 
swer me as soon as posrible. FarewelL 



'. . : ( 
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LETTER III. 

KAGHXL TO 8ASAS. 

SlttNinik 

I AM diaiikfiil to that Pkovidenoe, my dear 
Soah^ whidi brought yoa into this ndgb- 
bomliood^ and fayoured me with a friend of 
lODilar news and feelings; and I only lament, 
^Ihat she whom I hare tenderly lored from the 
fint moment I saw her, is not so happy as her 
I Idndness of heart, her virtue, and her enlighten- 
ed understandmg merit. Your superiori^ 
to die inveterate prejudices of our people is 
the sde cause of your griefr and your persecu- 
tion. Phgudice and superstition are the worst 
£seases of die human mind. AsMydisdains 
informatim, it can never become convinced; 
k fiods a nfiige in obstinacy against the most 
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Striking truths, and, as it grasps its opimons 
firmly, can bear no opposition. Sndiarethe 
firuits of the zeal of our elders, profitable only 
to themselves, but injurious to our whole 
race. It is they who blind the eyes of Israel, 
so that the poor creatures are incapable of 
seeing the melancholy spectacle of tfadr ge- 
neral degradation. Enough, however, of this. 
You may perhaps wonder that so young a 
£^1 should have such thoughts; they are not 
mine, but those of my venerable father; a 
true son of Israel, who often sheds tears of 
bitter grief over the blindness, degradation, 
and oppresrion of tiiat chosen people, who 
were once beloved of God, and of whom he has 
not lost all hope, notwithstanding tiie various 
mortifications and persecutions they sustain. 
Oftendoeshe exclaim ;—^' Would thati were 
enabled to - convince them that tiie super- 
stition, blindness, and obstinacy which the 
elders have imprinted on our people, for 
their own interest, are the chief causes of tiie 
misery and contempt with which they are 
visited in every part <tf the world.* 
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; Yoiit my deaiert Sarah, are the victim of 
ihese savage prqudioes. You will never be 
forgiveo, for looking with more conect views 
on ibae affiurs than die rest of our ignorant 
people. 

I foresee the su£brings whidi threaten 
jcu, hat I conjure you to he fimu Your 
frtlier^s cmiferenciBs with die rablxn Josid 
of this place, are not without some object 
That nbbin is the most violent and crud 
of an the fimatics, (the worthy compeer of 
him of the samejiame^ the diaplain of the 
sect of the ^UHndim*/Vho has heaped 
curses and persecutions on my fiither^s head. 
Indeed, if the governor of Volhynia had not 
been a kind hearted and enlightened man, my 

* * The ChtMJd im are a aeet ef die Jews extemavely 
q^iead ofer Oallida and die eaatern part of PolancL 
Their name aigniiics pumt, er more atricdj^ fiimsfy 
pnmd. Such ia said lo be dieir diftfader; diou^ diey 
|Se oonaidered great drinkera when with each other. 
L^ die Fhtfiaee^, diejr treat with eontempt tbo other 
Jein!, and eany theftding ao £u% aa to deem drinking 
Mt of the aame Teaad eqnallj unclean aa from that of a 
Thejr ntpinhdt, a kind of TOtm-falmad-r 
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father would have been forced to leave the 
province with his whole fiunily, owing to the 
treatment he has reodred from this man and 
his adherents. 

The name Jankiel, which was so often re- 
peated in the conferences you notice^ fills me 
with much anxiety on your account. Your 
father^s connections and nmilarity of senti- 

isU, but depend chiefly on a large Hebrew book called 
the Sohar^ which is held so sacred that he who swears 
by it falsely is sure to die within two months. The 
worship of the Chassidim begins with most vicjent 
shrieks^ in order, as they say, that the andean souls 
may be driven away, and a power be given to the holy 
ones to see the invisible world. They strain their 
imaginations to discover mysteries in the several letters 
of the sacred book; and, according to them, when the 
word Jehovah is pronounced by a Chassidim the worUt 
and the angels trernUe. They are especially proud of 
this pretendcdjMwer, and manifest it towards the oiher 
sects of theirracsty who, they assert, have not, like them- 
selves, any intercourse with superior beings or .with 
that Mes^ who h hereafter to appear. These pietists 
aflect a peculiarity of dress by whidi they an eaifly die^ 
tinguished firem die other Jews. 
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meiitB make me &ar that the younger Jan- 
kid may be fizedT upon as a iSj^f^mom 
tmjoa, mA, if BO, you will be most miser- 
aMe, He is the sou of your &ther^s cor- 
respondent, Hirsch, one of the most wealthy 
merchants in l^erditschew. I saw Um, not 
kng ago, when on a vLdt to my aunt. Figure 
to yourself a bdng about four feet in hdght, 
distorted in shape both before and behind, 
l^ga kmg and thin, a head sunk between 
his dunilders, eyes that by constantly brood- 
ing over his Talmud have become weak, 
and indosed in red eye-lids, from between 
winch the glance resembles that of a lamp 
placed in a skulL His mind is erenmore dis- 
gusting than his person. Being unfitted for 
any kind of business by his infirmities, he was 
destined to some learned profession. He was 
industrious, and had more than common car 
padty. At deven years old he was well ac- 
quainted with the Talmud, the Misdma, and 
thfli severd commentaries on those books. At 
tlurteen he composed a Treatise on die Tran«p 
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scendality of the Cabala. At fourteen he left 
off talking^ and gave himself up to mystic rap^ 
tures, scarcely ate or drank, and his features 
have become distorted. The Jews then be- 
gan to look up to him as to one of the first 
prophets of Israel. His penetration into all 
those matters which are indescribable and 
incomprehensible b immense. His unbound- 
ed ambition displays itself in dogmatism< 
and fury, he is spiteful and grasping, obsti^ 
nate in his prejudices, and ready to pursue 
with the greatest cruelty those who do not 
believe and think with him. He is, however, 
respected and honoured. So great is the dis^ 
similarity between them, that such a being 
win certainly not expel from your heart the 
impression made by your beloved Levi. What 
but education could have produced such dis- 
similarity ? With the quickness of compre* 
henaon whidi Jankiel possesses he might 
have become a useful member of society, if, 
instead of the confused and incongruous Ca- 
bala, he had been instructed in subjects wlucih 
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inqKrove the human undentandingj and may 
be beneficially applied to the luefiil purposes 
of sodal life. He is now^ however, become a 
mysticadjmadiTiMi, 

Yetgrievenot, mydearest Sarah; perhaps 
my solidtade and amdety are without just 
cause, and such as tender friendslup alone in- 
mgireiL This hope is, at least, consolatory, 
even if it be unreal Inall the occurrences and 
orcumstances of future life you will not now 
be a solitary creature. My venerable fether 
bas formed a great r^;ard for you, and oftmi 
expresses the happmess he feels in my hamig 
Ibund a friend and companion, whose bebar 
idour, conversation, and turn of mind are so 
much to his satisfaction ; and he laments that 
in Israel he can count on so few that resem- 
ble you. You alarm me by the remark that 
your father looks with an evil eye at your 
frequent viats to us; but I cannot be sur* 
prised at it, as our parents so little resemble 
eadi other in thdr mode of thinking. The 
knavish rabUn must be the cause of this. Let 
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US, however, hj real affection, lighten our fu- 
ture griefs ; supporting each other mutuaUy, 
like two reeds in a raging hurricane. You 
haye acted well in bringing to me your Po- 
lish books, for they will be safer here, and 
they afford to me both instruction and amuse- 
ment I was glad to read '' The Pilgrim of 
Dobromil,'' which relates what has occurred 
in our own country, for I cannot, like too 
many of our faith, consider myself a foreigner, ^ 
in a country where many generations of our 
ancestors have lived and died. In such a 
country I cannot feel as a stranger, but I deem 
it my home, and am interested in all the good, 
or the evil, that befalls it. I received similar 
pleasure also from the perusal of '* Recollec- 
tions of a Mother for her Daughter," and the 
''Tales for Children.'' The Authoress of those 
works well deserves the gratitude of her coun- 
trymen. I will visit you this evening, and the 
prospect of this will make me happy through 
the day. My father, who is a careful ob- 
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sener of Us xdigioiis datief, has alieidy 
nbed hiiiisdf fiir worship, and calls me to 
aooonopany him to the synagogno* 

EACHXL. 



OR THB JEWISH L0VBR8. 33 



LETTER IV. 

8ARAH TO RACHEL. 



SJir. 



I CANNOT but fear, my dear Rachel, that our 
interview of yesterday must be the last. My 
fiither, the rabbin, and some of our elders, 
who unfortunately had met in our house, saw 
us together, and whispered secretly to each 
other. They came out of ihe inner room, 
sat down before the door, and conversed 
together. Late m the evening, as my 
&ther was gomg to bed, he said to me : 
^ Sarah, I am not pleased with ihe intimacy 
and friendship you have formed with RacheL 
She is the daughter of Abraham, one of the 
new fiudiioned fidth, that dissent m many re- 
spects from the commands of the Talmud^ 

D 
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diat rdj whoUy on the Bible, and iherdn de- 
part from our learned commentaries. He is 
so audacious as to maintain that every man, 
though not a Jew, has a sod, and if he be 
upright may find favour with God. Our book. 
Reaches Chasma, on the contrary, says. Part 
Irt, page 123, in express words, the Jews 
amly haoe souls ; no other people have any. 
Death annihilates them, /or, like mere am- 
mals, they perish altogether.^ Saying this, 
he went into his room for the book. 

^ I readily believe," said I, '' that it is m 
the book; but who wrote it 7 Merely a man. 
But God, amidst many revelations, has not 
revealed that even to Moses.* 

^ Silencel** cried my £Etther, and rushed 
into his room, dosmg the door with great 
vehemence. 

My rituation is become more and more 
dismaL My fiBither's scomfol and angry 
speeches, mdeed, are hard to bear. I have 
Mly a few of the books which my Levi placed 
m the carriage before we left Warsaw, and 
those I can only venture to read privately. 
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when my &th^ is not at home. I endeavour 
to divert my mind hy attending to household 
matters ; indeed, such kinds of labour are the 
natural duties oiT us females. My mother em- 
ployed me, the evening before the sabbath, in 
preparing our meal. I boiled the soups, applied 
spices to the fish, and prepared the vermi- 
celli cakes. My most delightful occupation 
is attending to my two littie brothers. They 
are afiectionate and interesting boys ; but with 
the education they are likely to receive, God 
only knows what will become of them ! Thdr 
harsh preceptor rouses them at day-break, 
and sets them on a hard bench, with three 
neighbours' children, at a low table, when 
beating, pinching, and scolding, are constantiy 
going on, and but littie is taught them. The 
art of writing is, indeed, acquired ; but what 
they read is only calculated to fill their young 
minds with hatred and contempt towards aU 
who differ firom them in belief Instead of 
humanity to their neighbours, they learn ani« ^ 
mosity and cunmng; instead of the love of 
labour, which is the natural duty of all, they 

D 2 
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are tanglit kow ihey may ewape work, hj 

drcumToitiiig and defrauding the detested 

Gogim. loftenhear the lessons given by their 

tntor to the childzen, when I am not sufH 

I posed to be attending. On <Mie occanon he 

lead to them from a book entitled 'Saem 

Meazmid,* Cap. XVIIL p. 3, which teaches 

the rigbts of the Jews in this manner : — ^ the 

duty of loving our neighbour only extends to 

; Ae Jews, not to those of other religiims. 

The Jew is merely bound to live according 

to the commands of the law^and the professors 

of other religions are bound to supply all his 

wantB.** Can it be wondered at that our race 

^detest aD other people, when boys are im* 

i pressed with such principles from thar earliest 

jouA T Is it surprismg that they become 

idle vagrants, when they are taught by thdr 

kw that others are bound to work for thdr 

aipportY 

» Though our own countrymen, as well as 

odier European nations, whilst tolerating our 

legion, are endeavouring to bring us nearer 

to them, and within the cirde of social inn 
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provementy we are more solicitous than ever 
to maintain and extend such injurious books, 
and the prejudiced principles which they in- 
culcate. I see my father approach. I must 
leave off writing, and hide my letter; for 
what would become of me if he were to 
read it! 

Tnadaj eveiiiiig. 

After an interruption of two days, I again 
seize the first moment to relate to you what 
has passed in ihe interval You little appre- 
hend what I have endured! On Sunday 
eveiung, some very respectable gentry were at 
our house *• I thought them foreigners, as 
they spoke nothing but French with each 

* At the period to which this tale felateSy the Jewi 
were the chief inn-keepen in almoet all the smaller 
toi^ms of Polai:.d, and eren those who did not whoUy 
subsist by that ooeapation, were always ready toreoeiTe 
into their houses soch travellers as eoold aiPord to pay 
high rates for their accommodation. By a law, since the 
ooontry has been under the power of the Emperor of 
Russia, the Jews are prohibited from keeping public 
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olher ; afterwards tliejr spoke to the senrants 
m Pofish, but with an aooent wbich shewed 
Ihej were not mudi aoeustomed to the Ian* 

^puige. There were with them a daughter, a 
nephew, a French tutor and governess, besides 
servants. The eldest young lady was handsome 
and kind, for when she saw I was m trouble, 
she ocmversed with me with much sweet- 

'ness and feeling. They passed the night 

i witb ns, and left early on the following mom- 
lag. IVhen their apartment was bdng cleaned 
00^ my eldest brother found a ring, with a 
handsome, but not very valuable diamond. 

I He ran to me ftdl of joy at his good fortune 

r ia finding the jewel 

i "* Don't lose it,* said I, ""I saw it on the 
hand of the young lady who slept here last 

, mglit, and it must be returned to her.** 

""Returned to herl'* cried the boy. ''It 
is no Jew, but a Christian that has lost it, 

^ ad therefore it belongs to the finder.* 
As I was trying to ezplam to him that we 
were bound to restore to every one whatever 

^ Uongs to him, and Ae boy debating it, my fit^ 



OR THE JEWISH LOVERS. 39 

ther came in, and when he understood the 
matter in dispute, took the ring from David, 
and gave him eight groschen for it 

''Noblydonel- said I to my father. ''If 
David had kept the ring he would probably 
have lost it, and it could not have been givw 
back to the ownen** 

'' That is not to be thought of,** replied my 
father ; '' for according to our law, whatever 
a Jew finds, belongmg to the Gojim, becomes 
his own.* 

'' That law is incomprehensible to me/ 
said I, ^ and is highly unjust.* 

'' Ah I * he cried, '' so thou readest in thy 
heretical Polish books I I have not my books 
here, and I insist on your going directly, with 
me, to the rabbin, and once for all set the nmt* 
ter at rest.* 

This was decided instantly. He wrapped 
himself in his robe of ceremony, and took me 
with him to the rabbin. We found him ntting 
at table, with his spectacles on his nose, hid 
behind a heap of books, which prevented him 
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from sedmg us as we entered, and though my 

&flier spoke, t]ie pile of learning seemed to 

intercept the somid of his ycyoe. At length 

the rablmi looked np, and abruptly asked if 

Jankiel was already arrived. I was shocked 

at tibe name, and all that you had told me 

presenteditsdf infiiU view tomymind. My 

fiitfaer seemed to perceive my emotion ; but, 

wiihoat notidng it, turned to the rabbin, and 

b^;aii to relate the story of the ring that had 

been found, and my scruple respecting the 

right to keep it. Josiel blinked with his eyes, 

. hemmed, pondered, and at length attacked me 

thus: — ^''Idonotwonder at ihy doubts, thou 

outcast of the Israelites, unworthy of the name 

of a daughter of Judah, unworthy of such a 

pious &ther ; for thou art evidently mfected 

with the prejudices of the Christians t Dost 

, thou not know that we are commanded to 

tremUe with fury at the bare thoughts of 

those creatures}'' 

Whibt speakmg he became red with pas* 
aoD, stamped mth his foot, and appeared so 
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exasperated^ that I drew back a few steps m 
a great fright. He at length became more 
tranquH^ took up a book that lay before him, 
turned over the leaves, pointed to a passage, 
and said, ** read there, thou disgrace of our 
jpeople! what the blessed Rabaine Bechaie, 
the first luminary of our law, says in page 
176, in such cases; see besides, what is 
said still more clearly by Szem Meszmiel :— 
' When a Jew finds any goods lost by an- 
other, not a Jew, he is not bound to give them 
back again; but, on the contrary, is forUdden 
todoso/* 

He then gave me a book, with the title of 
^ Menoras Hamuer,"* where, in Chapter XI. 
page 13, are these words ; '^ any artide lost 
by a Goi, and found by a Jew, bdongs to the 
latter, as we see m the exposition of the Tal* 
mud by the rabbin Simon, who expatiates on 
the subject at great length.'' I lifted up my 
eyes with astonishment, when Joriel, with a 
voice of ihunder, cried out, '^ Read further t 
read onl* And my fiftther repeatii^ the 



42 uKfi AND saeah; 

irards, I proceeded thus >^^ It is not, indeed, 
permitted to the Jew openly to rob the Go- 
jim, for a cune is denounced against it ; but 
lie is fully permitted to steal from them pri« 
Tatdy." Her^ partly from astonishment, 
and partly from the weight of the book, I 
kt it M on the floor. 

^Vipert'* ezdaimed the rabbin, '^how 
darest thou, even in my presence, to treat 
the holy volume of wisdom with such con- 
tempt. Thou hast deserved to be buried for 
two days in an ant*s hill, and afterwards to be 
treated as an outcast, and this would be but 
a mild punishment I, however, have com- 
passion on thy folly. The thoughtless indis- 
cretion of thy father, in permitting thee to 
receive instruction from one of the separatists,is 
some eaccuse toot thy ignorance of our laws."* 

Josiel then took up some books, and gave 
tiiem to me, saying, ^ Read these. May the 
essence of wisdom which they contain expel 
the blindness m which thou art enveloped I 
Mayst thou imbibe the pure streams of light 
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which our Cabalists and Mystics have shed 
on our chosen people." Then turning to my 
father, he added, '' take care that she reads 
them with seriousness t Thou hast been the 
cause of her perversion— atone for that; 
bum all her books in the Polish language t 
Never permit her to enter the house of the 
accursed separatist Abraham ; for that worth- 
less fellow thinks it sufficient to believe the 
Bible and keep the commandments of the 
law, whilst he despises the Cabala, and ab- 
jures the ordinances of the elders. He 
should not long continue to eiust, were it 
not for the protection which he receives from 
the Gojim. I further order that Sarah 
shall, in future, hold no kind of intercourse 
either with Abraham, or with his daughter, 
Rachel. My injunctions are now mild ; be 
obedient to them, or expect the severest 
punishment.* The exhausted rabbin here 
made a ngnal for us to retire, resumed 
his spectades, and returned to plunge himself 
again into an ocean of wisdom. 
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The books he has entrusted to me^ a load 
wUdi my fisither and myself could scaieely 
cany, are eight enonnous works, whose titles 
I will not take the trouble to cqpy. Sudi, 
my dear Radiel, are the springs from whence 
flow Ae streams of wisdom, whidi are to wash 
away Ae blindness I am afflicted with. Al- 
though I understand Hebrew and am fimd 
of it» yet these books have no attractions for me. 
A slight inspectbn has furnished me with 
su£Bcient specimens of thdr disgusting moral 
tendency. I entreat you to ask your worthy 
firfher what he tlunks of this sentencet 
Does he think I am bound to read these. 
booksY 

The scene with the rabbin has so over- 
powered me that I can scarcely hold my pen. 
I see grief and trouble everywhere before me, 
and have no news from my dear Levi! What 
can have happened to himt Hitherto, you 
have been my only support, and that has been 
torn from me by Josiel's harsh commands. 
Think of some means by which we may see 
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eadi other without bdng esqposed to re- 
newed persecutions. Farewell t May you be 
fiur happier than I am t 

SAEAH* 
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LETTER V. 



HIR8CH TO M0SE8. 



Bcrditadieir, 6th Jir. 

May the blesnng of AlNraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob be with you. 

Your ktter has come to hand in due 
^soorse, and has given occasion to many 
thoughts and projects. 

Your proposals are certainly profitable, but I 
Am not accustomed to enter into any under- 
takings, until I have considered if something 
mora profitable might not be done. As to 
HyfElma, that is certainly il good business if 
tbe guards on the frontier will take all risks 
if carrying tihem over the boundary. When 
pa state the profit at dght roubles on each 
hone, why did you not propose to divide the 
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profit in two equal parts? It is only on 
those terms that I can agree to it^ and, rely- 
ing on your yielding to them, I have already 
begun to buy the horses. I have taken some 
land for them to feed on, and fitted up some 
sheds. Although that is not noticed in your 
letter, you will make no difficulty, I suppose, 
in allowing for it The horses shall be ready 
at the time ; when I hope you will be at the 
firontier, for it will not be safe to trust too 
much to the guards or revenue officers. Some 
of the horses are aged, but I have filed thdr 
teeth; for, as the Rabbin Samuel has well 
said, '' It is allowable to cheat those who are 
not of the Jewish faith.'' Rabbin Sene Rene 
also says expressly, '* that in the sight of God 
the Jews only ace the wheat ; all other people 
are merely the straw :** — and that straw we 
win thresh as long as it will yield any 
grdn. 

We come now to another important matter ; 
•—I mean the hare-skins. The thought of 
sewing up tea in them, and thus hf paying 
the trifling tax on the covering to escape the 



LBVI AND 8ARAR; 

1^ OQ the tea» is a thought that does credit 
your shrewdness and sharpness. Thus it 
raid lie ; astheGojimlay on taxes we must 
-iprmtdi fiil m exerdsingou r wits, that we 
vy lie aUe to circumvent mad^dieat thenu 
TThoselGQe times m Volhynia, when N— - 
te the governor, are now gone by I Then, 
B Imew what we had to trust to. But once 
le piesent accursed ruler has refused the 
orjge sums offered to him, and has exposed the 
mat practices to open view, our plans must 
n dianged. Formerly, all went smoothly; 
nt now, as there is more difficulty, we must 
oake oursdres amends by exporting worse 
{oods. As to the hare-skins, I have one 
wmark to make. As the newly drawn 
ddns may give a disagreeable smell to the 
iea, I have mixed dried lavender and other 
sweet scented leaves with it And now 
lAe Gcjim may buy it and drink it if tiiey 
filease. I have also to say, that in this smug- 
gling bunness I do not take any part of the 
lisk on UTTsd^ and am only to receive my 
whidi I flatter myself you will 
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thmk right to allow at six per cent instead of 
three per cent as you mention. 

As you ghre me commisnon business, I will 
return the favour. I hare by me a pretty 
large quantity of spioes, especially nutmegs and 
cinnamon. Under the seal ofsecrecy, and as to 
my friend, I may state that the spirit has been 
extracted and liqueurs prepared with it, which 
are mixed with honey instead of sugar. The 
spices have of course lost all their strength, but 
still may be disposed of to some greedy Goj, 
who will be induced to purchase them by the 
lowprice. The inclosed note will shew the 
quantities and prices. 

, Having thus dispatched the most important 
matters, we will now attend to the young' 
people. Your offer of giving the hand of 
your beautiful daughter to my son Jankiel, is 
as flattering as it is profitable. As to her erring 
and separating from our pure &ith and from 
.the practices of our law, I may say, that you 
could not have sought out a better man to re- 
claim her than this veiyJanldel. Hewillearily 
drive all her Christiaa folly out of her, and 
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pom an unbdieyer, convert her into one of 
ie mort zealous of the Jewesses. What fame 
m spread of Jankiel is bi short of hb real 
iKfits. Only ilunki it is now more than a 
nr nnoe he spoke last; he does nothing but 
tad, and is so learned as to be quite a won- 
^. AH our elders, and even the rabbins, take 
IF not merely their hats but their caps, before 
Ifan; and he is lately become rabbin chaplain 
^ihe ChaiddinL He has already written an 
leventfacommentary on the Talmud. When I 
Keived your letter, I hastened to impart to 
fm what regarded himself. At. first, he 
Didd not comprehend what I was saymg, but 
s I lepriesented to him the beauty of Sarah, 
bd spoke in addition of the 10,000 roubles, 

b^;an to attend, to open his eyes, and to 
ft his hand to hb mouth, as if he was 
boot to eat something delidous. At last, 
kodding in his throat, he rose fimnthe 
Ut, and b^;an to play about with his feet, 

1 if ha were beginning to dance with joy; 
tthoagh he b. crooked and deformed, and has 
lear eyes» that has nothing to do with, his 
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wisdom, nor does it lessen lus respect fix>m all 
thepeople. When I asked him if he consented 
to the nuptials with Sarah, he laughed and 
winked three tunes with his eyes, which fflgnified 
his approval I have said nothing of Sarah's 
heresy lutherto. I have given him a complete 
siut of new clothes, induding a riding-coat,have ^ 
had his shoes new-soled, and the holes in his 
stockings all neatly darned. You will see how 
elegantly he will make his appearance before 
your Sarah. As well as I can make it out 
from his odd sounds, he wishes to write to 
her. At the time you have fixed, you may 
expect to see us both. You must, however, 
give me the weddmg portion at the lime of 
the betrothment, because I have some business 
at Odessa in which I shall want to make use 
of the money. God himself must have en«> 
lightened your understanding in this a£Bur^ 
and dictates to me now in a similar way in ^ 
another matter. 

Can we not, instead of one, make two mar^ 
riages at the same time, and at the same ez« 
pense ? Your little son, David, has completed 

b2 
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lis deventli year ; my daughter, Leah, k m her 
imitih year. Suppose we marry them. Leah 
Ihall hare a portion of two thousand roubles. 
Afker the unkm, I will take my daughter 
^ome, and your son may ccmtinue his studies 
tor a year longer, when they may be united. 
I hare in my eye a public-house, which I can 
Vrocnra for them at a low rent. The formers 
m the neighbourhood of it are very prosperous, 
iSmd drink yery hard. Only give David tiie pro- 
per instruction betimes, and he will become 
dever enough to use the double chalk skilfully. 
These double marriages, and our connection 
^together m business, give us bright prospects 
for Ihe future. Only remember, that Jankiel is 
snot merely a rabbin, but chaplain<tf the Chas- 
ndiin, the head of all tiie cabalists of this 
eoontry. David may begin early a trade in 
cattle. We will smuggle between Odessa, 
Brqdy, and Warsaw, in all kmds of fancy 
^goods. We shaU have univeml credit, re- 
f^qpect, and, above aU, :m0n^. I commend 
^myaelf to thee. , 
'i . . .maacH* • 
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LETTER \L 



RACHEL TO SARAH. 



7 Jir. 

True friendship, as it doubles our existence, 
doubles also our felidty and our suffering. 
Your last letter^ my dear Sarah, has filled me 
with grief and melancholy. I lament your 
sufferings and the blindness of those who have 
inflicted them. Our people are led astray by 
the elders, and their selfishness is the cause of 
pur general degradation. Avoid the books 
which Josiel has givmi you ; in my father^s judg- 

. ment they are the very summit of absurdity 
and immorality, and he thinks if it were not 
for them and the Talmud^ the Israelites would 
adopt fiur different morals and customs. Such 

\ books OS thes^ and smoe others^ whilst they 
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pevent our interooone with other people^ and 
ea(d& our young folks to despise and hate 
Sieniy hinder ns from making that progress in 
knowledge wUdi is ccmtmnally advancing with 
rihen, and without wluch we can never he 
renofVEted. ^Asyour fiiend/sudmyfiither. 
* has a taste for reading, she should peruse the 1^ 
works of the ezoeDent Moses Menddsiohn \ j 

> ^ If otes Mendelncluij was a Jew of Berlin, ede* 

kntad ftr hit Icandiig^ pitftj, and micgritj. Ho was 

anatiye of Dewatt* bomin 1729 * Hiioorlf dsjrt wero 

pooMd in pofortj and bodily iiififiiiitica» with aoaadst- 

aaoe to his alight odnoatioii, but what ho dorivod from 

nading the Hebraw. work of Maimonidet, cntitlod 

""lion Ndboehim" (or the Wanderer'a Guide) whieh 

.excited hie attentioii and led him to the ttudy , fiist of 

atic^ and then of the ancient and modem Ian* 

Though poor, ho waa the intimate friend of 

the moot eelebnted literati of hie time and country, 

Hia writingi hair^ produced powerful eflbets on the 

Jewioh nation, in Prumia and other porta of German j. 

>Hediedinl78& Hb chief worka wer^ "Jcnualem/ 

^Phmdon," or ''Qntho Immortalitj of the Soul/ 

•Mbrning Hour^,** or "^Refloetiona on the beittg^ of 

' Ge4»* with soferalpioceam the moat celebrated periodic 

oljoamalaof Bedin. 
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with the preface to them, by the Rabbi Mansse 
Ben Israel; but, especially, she should read 
his 'Jerusalem/ He is our true philoso- 
pher, and not the furious cabalists, who 
spread animosity around them, who in the 
name of Heaven tolerate thieving, perjury, de- 
ceit, and other crimes, and have thus cor- 
rupted the morals, and destroyed the charac- 
ter of our whole nation.** 

I would instantly send you the books I 
have mentioned, if I did not fear thdr ftdling 
into the hands of your persecutors. And 
so, my dear Sarah! you are forbidden to 
assodate with me 1 Painful as this restriction 
is to us both, my feet shall never tread the^ 
threshold where I am not a welcome visitor.^ 
You express a wish that I would point out 
the means of meeting free from danger, and 
one presents itself which I now mention. It 
has been an affectionate custom among our 
people, for the descendants to repair to the 
graves of those who have gone to their long 
home, and there to shed tears on thdr 
remains. I have never omitted this sacred 
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)intj. The gmre of my beloved modier has 
eften been moistmei, hj my tears. You, 
too, have agrandfBitfaer, as my fieither tells me, 
m that court of peace. Yoa camiot be re- 
strained from visiting the spot, and oflfaring 
ffaar tears and prayers there. After the per- 
Ibrmance of oar painful, but soothing devo- 
^IkniSp we maj converse together for a few mo- 
ments. Let no i^rehennims arise in your 
amnd at not hearing from LevL He must 
Imow that it is neither convenient mnr safe, to 
aend letters by the post, and vrill wait for the 
return of your fiither^s servant Chaim;andthe 
fUiniess entrusted to lum may have detained 
Um a long time. May you soon, very soon, 
receive some consolation. FarewelL 

BACHXIi. 
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LETTER VII. 

SARAH TO LEVI. 



10th Jir. 



What may I think of your long nlenoe ? and 
in the mean time how great is my affection ? 
Why do I suffer so much oppression and per- 
secution from every quarter ? Just Heaven I 
must an insignificant girl become^ not mere- 
ly the object of the attentbn^ but of the 
cares of the rabbins, tiie cabalists, and 
the brotherhoods, and even of the whole 
of the elders of the Jews ! Yet so it is ; and 
you are £Eur away, and no one is near me to 
administer consolation in tiie midst of my 
persecutions ! Punishments and tiireats alone 
meet my ears. The books you gave have 
been taken from me, and have been replaced by 
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^die Talmud, the Miflchiiay the Gemaniy and the 
Cabala. They would oompd me to enter thii 
dark diaos, in which not a ray of light is Tisi- 
Ue, and where I must wander among marshes 
and weeds. I ahstain from them as well as 
i^Ican. I long for the original books of Moses, 
far die writings of Menddssohn^ of Fried- 
|lander*, Ben David, and Kalmansohn; of 

* DftYid Friedlaader, a Jew, a uefnl wriUat, an cz- 

; cdknt magistnte, and most benefolent man^ was bom 

fhKSBiediag in 1750, when his&tbav ettcemadftr 
Ik talents and integrity, had estaUiibed a Soarithing 
atnnfiMtorjofdoth. Ha devoted tha earlj part of his 
lift to eommero^ and when he withdrew firaoi that pnr- 

^ioit gave himtelf up to literatoie, which he di« 
TCcted to sach objects as might best contribnte to en* 
listen the vndentandings and improTo the condition 

>fthemitioaofwhidihefiinnedapart. Aahe adhered 
^the idigion of his fbre&thers, he had no donbt, but 
tivthe e o rr upli ops wliich had been engrafted upon it, 

^ it wMttOlwdl adapted to improve their character and 
dsvsfee them in the scsle of society. He trsndated 
SQBM ef the mofal parts of the Old Testament for the 

fteef his people and endcaToored to mske them tmst 
ndicr to that saorad vohime^ than to the Tarioos com« 
■ortstcn of later times. His writings are very nnme« 

^liSk Tbatmost wdaedby theChristians is his ««Histor]r 
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those enlightened men, whose labours should 
be highly valued by every rational Hebrew. 

Amidst numerous causes of vexation^ my 
chief comfort springs from the remraibrance 
of you^ of our mutual friendship and respect, 
and the similarity of our views and opinions. 
A few days after our arrival at Radziwilow, 
I met at the synagogue my friend Radiel, 
the daughter of Abraham, one of the most 
rational, and I must add, one of the most 
excellent creatures which Israel can produce. 
I will give you a sketch of the principles and 
conduct of her worthy father. Figure to your- 
self a man over whose gray hairs eighty years 
have passed. His andent and dignified form 
command alike love and veneration. When I 
was introduced to him, and he greeted and 
blessed me, I thought I saw our patriarch 
Jacob in the act of pronouncing a blessmg on 
lus son Joseph, in the land of Egypt. Being 
endued with a most excellent understanding, 

of thaPeneeationi of the Jews in theNineteenih Cento- 
17." HeliatliTedoiithebestteniiswitlitlMiiioetoele-' 
bnted men of his dajfis well the litentias tlie I 
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^ be 18 wdl acquainted with whaterer a true 

l^lsnielite ought to know. He is enriched by 

; Us industry, is beloved for his humanity, and 
would have filled the highest oflBces in our 
ooDununity, but for the integrity of his morab, 
lus tolerant conduct to others, and his avowed 

^contempt for the absurdities and wickedness of 
the Tahnud, which the present race of elden 
now maintain to be holy and indispensable 

^ precepts. This toleraticm has exposed him to 
numerous perBecutions, and he would have 

^been a victim to blind seal and fonatidsm, 
but for the protection of the ezcellmit governor 
of this province. Heaven seems to have 
blessed the pidy and virtue of Abraham, who, 
not by brokerage and joblnng, not by trickery 

' and deorit, but hy unabated industry and by 

-a wise firugality, has laid the foundation of his 
present prosperity. He was originally a 
weaver; as the improvement of hb skill in- 

^oeased his buoness, he has extended it firom 
a single loom to twenty; hy whidi he is en- 

^aUed to funush support to that number of 
young men. Neither in this place nor around 
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it is there a single poor Jewess to whom he 
does not offer the means of securing an 
honest subsistence by spinning. His house is 
spacious and cleanly, all his weavers live in it, 
and they are all called together every morning 
and evening to prayers. In his circle our 
ancient laws are strictly obeyed, but the Tal- 
mud and all the Calralistical follies are ex- 
cluded. With the young and the work-people 
he converses in the language of the country. 
'^ Though the Jews may have learnt Hebrew,** 
he often says, ''it is more natural that they 
should converse in the language of the coun- 
try in which they have been bom, and which 
afforded them a refuge firom violent persecu- ^ 
lion, above six hundred years ago, than 
in a foreign and barbarous jargon.* Though 
this is considered a great crime by our elders, 
they do not venture openly to assail him, on 
account of the powerful protection the gover- 
nor affords Urn. 

This excellent man is the &iher' of my 
friend, who, like him, is honourable, and well 
deserves to be loved and valued* How^ happy 
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I die is to hwe m her fiitber sudi sa example of 

^btdligeiioe and real Tirtoet 

A yomig laradite, of agreeaUe peraon, in- 
dustrious, mtelKgenty and well-behaved, has 
the soperintendenoe of Abraham's whole biui- 

' ness. His name is Samuel, and he has given 

*ndk proofii of his int^frity, that, bdng per- 
loaded Radid feels some little attachment 
towards lum, Abraham has fixed on him fiir 
his 8oii-in4aw. Samuel aeems to be deeply 
enamoured. Rachel, perhaps, because she 

( has notHung to olgect, appears to yield to the 
proposal, they are to be speedily united, 
and no doubt but love and esteem will secure 
to them a happy condition. 

In all my oppresaons, this Radid has been 
nqr only refiige and consolation, and my wretoh- 

> ed fiite has at last robbed me of her. My 
fiiendshq^fiir the daughter of one hated by the 
Cabal has appeared dangerous; and the com^ 
mand not to see her has inflicted another wound 
on my hear^ fiur who else can enter into or 

' undeistand my feelings ? She has, however, 
pomted out a way by wUch we may meet, 
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ihough it b by stealth. The place of our m- 
terview is mdeed as gloomy and as depressing 
as my heart and prospects* It is in that abode 
of peace, where thousands of our people have 
found their final resting place. Some of the 
monuments are grown over with moss, and the 
inscriptions are scarcely legible; others are 
overturned, and together with the hillocks 
heaped over the departed are sunk into the 
earth. With others, the thin herbage just 
peeping through the sandy soil, clearly shows 
that those who sleep beneath have but lately 
closed their eyes upon the light of the sun. 
Only those of our weaker sex, whose hearts 
are more easily affected, repair to such places 
to weep. The woeful and mournful separa- 
tion of those that have existed from those who 
do exist, appears to join the past with the 
future immortality. How transporting must 
it be to the souls of those, who, though invisi« 
ble, surround us, to see the deep drawn sighs 
and tears of grief firom a beloved mother or 
daughter I Often the star-bespangled night 
overtakes. us m these dreams. When die 
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I pjen art ended, and no one can witnen it, 
we take our seat, under the spreading beedies 
f of a oentniy's growth, upon a tornhnrtone, 
and m tlioee gloomy r^iions of the dead re- 
late to each other what concerns the sabjects 
nearest to our hearts. It is there, as though 
We wasonly the Uessingof the future world, 
' ihat we speak often of you, surrounded by 
tliose images of the departed, which remind us 
of the tofftiwe moments wecan spare. There 
iRachd confesses her tranquil and confident 
afledion for Samuel; and I recount to her 
an my powerful fiselings, my grieft, and my 
fierce contentions. Perhaps, the same emo- 
tions that agitate our frames, were experienced 
if those whose dust surrounds us, covered 
in the depth of the earth for cwturies past I 
In the keenest of my anguish, I have never 
indulged, I have never felt the thought that 
jQu have forgotten me, or have transfer- 
ted your a&ction to another* No, your 
Bnah xdies on you ; but care and anxiety 
fake me dread, that you may be exposed 
ibo to persecution; ye^ your 'firm heart 



J: 
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will more rtedfastly resbt than that of a timid 
maiden. Your firmness and courage may, 
however, tend to increase the fury of their 
persecutions* My annous thoughts are often 
directed to the place of your rendence, to the 
studies you are pursuing, to the gratifications 
you enjoy, to the struggles in which you 
are engaged, and to the bands with which our 
enraged elders are striving to entangle you. 
Can I then be free from anxiety and alarm on 
your account ? Pray banish, as speedily as 
possible, these agitating feelings. Pray write 
to me, send by the post, seek out travellers who 
are coming this route, or address your letter, 
under a cover, to Abraham's daughter, Ra- 
chel This is the fourth letter I haveakeady 
written nnce my arrival here. Aid, comfort, 
and advice firom you, is more necessary now y;"^ 
than at any past period. 

A new storm is gathering over my head. 
My &ther is resolved to give me to Janldel, 
ibe son of Hirsch, of Berditschew. He is a 
creature of most disgusting form, and intder- 
able from his raving fimatidsm: one to 

w 
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whom no heart could be ghren, that had onoe 
been devoted to you ; but were he the moat 
Joveable of human Umgs, you know me 
too well to doubt my fidelity. My fietther has 
not indeed, hitherto, openly dedared his de- 
terminatiim; but you know our customs ; and 
Ik plan may come upon us with the sudden- 
tness of lightning; but, in this instance, the 
courage of a Deborah shall be found in me. 
Oppression and grief may shorten my life, 
bat nmther the rabbins, the Cabahi, nor the 
united elders, shall induce me to violate the 
vows I have pledged to you, nor to commit such 
outrages on my feelings of afiection. Should 
ifau letter reach you, and make known 
Hhe state of torment in which I am placed-— 
should my circumstances exdte your conqpas- 
wn, which I have no reason to doubt, you 
win speedily appear to advise and console me. 
FsiewdL 

8ABAH. 

. P.S. This letter was written, and I was 
JQst going to send it to Rachel, who had as-, 
siired me that she had discovered a . lecure. 
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mode of conveying it, when my father delivered 
to me the epistle wluch I now mdose. It 
will show what kind of a rival you have. 
You will perceive that it does not require such 
affection as I feel towards you to induce me 
to decline the addresses of such a suitor as this 
Jankiel. Although two rabbins, two of the 
Cabala, and two armies of the elders may 
support his pretensions, yet the timid Sarah 
shall be found possessed of courage sufficient 
to contend with them alL I may be overcome, 
but I will never yield. 



JAKKIBL TO SARAH. 

Berditsohew, Oth Jir. 

MT DBAR DOVX, 

Mt &ther has just informed me that thou 
art to become my wife, and has also affirmed 
tiiat thou, Sarah, art one of the beautiful 

F S 
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' daughters of Dand ; that tbine eyes are like 
those of a dove between ringlets of Uack; 

i that ibj teetb are like a flock of sheep just 
firam the wash-poob ; that thy feet are beaur 
tifiil in their slippers; and that thy whole 
fi>nn is lovely. 

lam, my mostlovely, in tnithlam^deformed 
in person; but even my drformity makes me 
in some measure the more interesting^ and 

^ ihouneedest not regard that thy humble suitor 
is somewhat pallid, for I have become pale 
from poring over the Talmud and the Cabala, 
and my hair has fallen off from scratching my 
.head in my constant meditation; but from my 
lips the sweet smelling oil of wisdom flows ; 

, :lhe spikenard scented with roses and myrtles. 

At the good news which my fietther brought 

me» my heart b^;an to heave towards thee. I 

imlMbed the wine of mystery, drank deep m 

the mystical books, and they assured me that I 

. ahould embrace thee, and that thou wouldst 
tam thy heart to me, and be as firm as the 
inqpresrion of a signet ring on sealing-wax. . I 
win conduct thee to my fiither^ house and 
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treat thee with e^ery delicacy. I swear by 
Leidathan and Behemoth that to the end of 
my life thou shalt be to me as the odoriferoua 
spikenard. 
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LETTER VIII. 



8A&AH TO RACHBIi. 



14th Jir. 

I youvD your letter, my dear Radiel, under 
tlie door, according to the arrangement we 
have framed once our mtercourse has been for- 
bidden. You 8BJ you could not refrain from 
kugliing at reading the love-letter of the over 
teamed Jankiel, and wish that I may long 
remain the perfumed spikenard of that erudite 
ecderiastic; and you conclude by remarking, 
ihat after aU it is really diverting. Ah I it is 
easy fi>r you to laugh, you, who from attach- 
ment alone and not from constraint, have pro- 
mised your hand to Samuel. You are right 
to he merry, and to smile at a jest, but I 
mtlisr shudder than laugh at the thought of 



OR THB JEWISH LOVERS. 71 

Jankiel and the sufferings which await me. 
When my father delivered the letter from 
my lover, he pressed me not to delay 
preparing an answer to it. Fortunately for 
me, the horses which are to be smuggled ar- 
rived at the same time, and also some spices 
from his correspondent Hirsch* The atten* 
tion to these objects engaged him the whole 
day, so that I had time to finish my reply, and 
to seal my letter before he returned home. 
He then asked, is the answer ready ? '* There 
it is,** said I, and gave it hun. *' Why is it 
sealed 7** said he, '* I would rather have looked 
it over, to see if, with your conceited principles, 
you have expressed the due sense you ought 
to feel of the unexpected happiness of becom« 
ing the wife of a man so learned as Jankiel, 
the son of my friend Hirsch; he is so learned, 
so very, very learned:'' here he ceased as 
though he could not express ui appropriate 
words this excellency. I replied to him m a 
tone of humility, '' I do not ui my manner of 
writing attempt to approach that of the highly 
learned Jankiel, and besides, I acknowledge to 
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Urn my levity and my ignonaioe with great 
fnoikiiefla.* My subdued tone and manner— 
Ihe haste of the menenger who could not wut 
because he was to be at Berditschew before 
the sabbath, the late hour, and the lasatude 
of my father, exhausted by lus attention to 
business, made him give my letter to the ser- 
vant, with the other despatches, without any 
inspection* He then took hb frugal evening 
meal of some bread and pickled cucumber, 
sod lethred for the night The copy of my 
snswer to JanUd I now send. 



SARAH TO JANKIEL. 



I CANNOT conceal the surprise I fidt^ dr,. at 
leoeiviiig a love-letter bom a penmi wholly 
anlaiown to me, or if not wholly unknown, 
yet one whom I have never seen ; finr the 
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report of your learmng and wisdom has 
been extended through aU the tribes of 
Israel^ and has reached even to my unwor- 
thy self. In what manner^ sir, has so 
lowly a maiden found favour in your eyes 7 
You have never seen me, yet yoii undertake 
to describe my whole appearance : mine eyes, 
my mouth, my hair, and even to the very feet 
in my slippers. The more flattering your 
comparisons and descriptions are, the less are 
they applicable to your humble servant. I 
know not what is meant by the Cabala, am 
unacquunted with the wine of mystery of 
which you have deeply drunk, and am ut- 
terly ignorant of the mystical books; but I 
have the fullest conviction that the spirits you 
have consulted have prophesied impossibilities. 
I believe that the learned Jankiel, in his wis- 
dom, must have surpassed the Cabala, because 
she who, they have assured him, will attach 
herself to him is unworthy of sudi high favour, 
and assuredly is deserving of no such extraor- 
dinary distinction. 
I amonlyaweak Israelitishgirl of ccmfinad 
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notioDs, and unwortfay even to loosen tibe slioe- 
sbings of one m dignified. I am only ao- 
qoainted with the sacred scriptures, having 
never understood, though I have often strove 
to do sOy either the Tafanud, the Mischna, or 
the other learned books ; on the contrary, 
I must confess, I have firequently found 
injurious discrepances in them, in passages 
where some may tlunk they discover the 
highest wisdom. I am an Israelite, who thinks 
she sees in every human being, without dis- 
tinction of religion, a creature of God, and a 
fidlow-man. These sentiments comport m 
fittle with those you entertain, that they ren- 
der me utterly unworthy of your perfection. 
Can you, «r, whose fiune for learning has ex- 
tended itself overall Israel, and has raised you 
to the most exalted station among our people, 
acknowledge one for your wife whose prind- 
ples axe so diametrically opponte to your own ? 
Certainly you cannot I hope my frank and 
open orofession may rescue you frmn your 
enrar, and may induce you to seek out some 
q^ikenard, thi^ win be move suitable to you. 
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How easy it will be to find such I What vir- 
gin in Israel, if she be not quite so involyed 
in blindness as myself, will not consider herself 
as an object of envy, when she is taken to the 
arms of so learned amaster of the synagogue ? 
Vouchsafe, sir, a tranquil eadstence to ihe un« 
happy Sarah. Her heart belongs already to 
another. Your endeavours, and those of the 
rabbins and cabalists, may increase my misery 
and my complaints, but can never lessen my 
attachment. Be not offended, honoured six; 
and may the humble daughter of Israel find 
fiivour before your face. . 

8AEAH. 
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LETTER IX. 



M08ES TO HIR8CH* 



ISthJir. 

Your messenger, and likewise tlie hare-skms 
and spioes consigned to me on your aooount, 
have all ocxme to hand in due course. I 
nmst answer you briefly, because the pres- 
sure al bosbess at this time will not aUow of 
extending my letter; and, also, I will not de- 
fun your man Isaac, so as to prevent him 
being at home befi»re the Sabbath. 

I hare examined the spices; and find what 
]fDa said true, that all ihe strength and flavour 
b so fully extracted, that they are m £Mst 
mere diips. This kind of bunness must now 
be stopped, fiur two Gqim, the grocers Jmbie- 
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rowsky and Cynamonowicas, tempted by the 
low price, have bought up the whole. I have 
taken only three per cent for my commission, 
and the balance being 675 florins, remains in 
my hands at your disposal The wicked Gojim 
have not yet discovered the trick, and when 
they sell these tasteless and flavourless spices, 
they will forfeit the confidence of their cus- 
tomers, will lose their trade, and become bank« 
rupts ; and the whole trade in spices will then 
fall into our hands. We have brought more 
than one to ruin by similar means. Let us, 
above all things, adhere to the Talmud, which 
makes it a virtue to deceive the Christians*. 
My hare-skins, which are arrived, Ishallforward 
to Usdlug. The tea is hidden very cunningly. 
The catHskins are mixed with those of the hares, 
but I have altered thdr position in the waggon, 
because some of them were visible at the top. 
I shall go to Brody to-morrow, about the 

* la tlM Tklmttd^ imdar tht hmd entiilidL ntn 
Mcgikka* it is written, "* It is pennittod to a Jfw, to 
pnctiss dsMitoB a Christian i with ths pnvs bs pon^ 
with the oovmpt bs oovmpt*" 



I 
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ttiuggled hones. Tbey^ appear quite wikU 
I have filed off and picked out the teeth. 

I now send you the answer of my Sarah, to 
ibe letter of your son JanldeL The humble 
manner m which she delivered me the letter, 
makes me expect the denrable object wiU 
be accomplished. She knows very well, that 
in the Mischna Sulcham Aruch, it is ordained 
that the daughter should bounder the lordship 
of her fiither, and must take the husband he 
brings to her, without being asked if she con- 
sents or not It would, however, give me 
much pain if she should discover any averrion 
at last 

We have lately had under the consideration 
of our rablnns, some violations of the law, 
wluch required atonement and absolution. 
Reuben, one of our brotherhood, had been eat- 
ing some stewed meat, and had laid down his 
spoon <m a baan of milk. Immediately after 
the act^ it struck him that he had sinned*, 

* TtuM s ap pose d crime ariass firam an uyunctioa in 
OellMdelaw, wUdi ftrtiids a kid toU seetbed in h^ 
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when he put on his garment of prayer^ and 
repaired to the rabbin. The learned man 
looked immediately for the book of Jerach 
Deyach^ in which at least ten thousand such 
cases are discussed. After turning over 
the leaves a long time, and comparing some 
passages with others, he said, '^ In this very 
peculiar case, I must own that I have not suf- 
ficient confidence in myself to form a judge- 
ment. It is beyond the competence of a com- 
mon rabbin. It is necessary to have recourse 
to one more learned, especially to one whose 
knowledge will be submitted to by all the 
elders." Then, after silence and deep reflec- 
tion, he said, ^ I know of no one who is able 
to resolve this very difiScult case, except it 
be Jankiel, the son of Hirsch.** You can 
conceive the rapture with which I heard this 
relation. Oh! how blessed, a thousand times 
blessed, shall I be to receive into my family 

moUier^s milk. It influences many JewB, eren in Eng- 
land, not to eat cheeae after haidng eaten mea^ and 
aome of the more rigid will leave the room at tlie dose 
of dinner if cheese is bnNiglit. 
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soleanedasoiimlaw. OhI happy Sarah I lex- 
daimedt who will be honoured by a union with 
sadi a wonderful creature. I am going now to 
Brody, and will exert myself to finish all mafr- 
ten of bunness before the time of the wed« 
ding. On the journey^ I will think over all 
the arrangements^ and invite all the rabbins 
and cabalists to celebrate the nuptials of the 
great Jankiel with the beautiful Sarah, the 
daughter of Moses, for such a weddmg must 
not be treated like common oocurrei^ of the 
sunekind. 

M06B8. 



^ 
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LETTER X. 

LEVI TO SARAH. 

Warsaw, 31 Nisaa. 

» 

MY DBAR BBTBOTRBO, 

Your letter afforded me a gratification like 
that which a traveller over the desert feds 
when he meets with the first rose in Uossom. 
As I read it over and over agam^ I forgot 
my own sufferings^ and was only troubled by 
your situation^ whilst the expression of your 
feelings of affection, and your assurance of at- 
tachment, filled my eyes with tears. 

You have suffered, indeed, severely. Alas I 
that I cannot hasten to you; that your tears 
cannot fidl on the bosom of your lover ; that 
my breast cannot be the mark on which all 
the arrows of fate, directed towards my be- 



rXJETI AND SARAH ; 

Wed Sandi^ may alight I You wiU believe 
Idioaldyliaye been at your feet long ago^ 
bad not been prevented by the extrooi 

which still detain me here. 
^ Yim must have heard that I am placed 
der/the ban; but when yon know the oocasioi 
this exoommunicationy I shall not appear 
iulpable in your eyes. The cause you will 
^a£ly comprehend. You know that my ad* 
lierence to the Mosaic law leads me to reject 
an those modern innovations^ by means of 
wUch, blind fanaticism has injured our re- 
l^lion, that I feel for the degradation of our 
jpeople, fer the darkness m which our dders 
bep tfaem^ for the taxes they impose <m them 
to gratify thebr own avarice and luxury, and 
far the state of poverty and depression mto 
jvrlndi they are gradually sinking. I 

i.' You have often seen my uncle and benqac- 
lor Ephraim. That worthy Israelite, a fid\h- 
pd follower of the laws of Moses, was, ihrougl 
die whole course of his life, the protectmg^ 
ang^ of our poor people against^ the abuses 
md oppresnons of the Cabalists. His*zea^ 




OB THB JEWISH LOVERS. 

I^ew down upon lum the hatred and persecu- 
of the rabbins and of the society of elders. 
Ie\was heavily pressed on by them, till at 
ength their vexatious proceedings affected his 
^pirit^ and health, and he nckened and ^ed. 
jHis immortal soul passed on to the fields of 
l&verlasting peace; his venerable aspect ex- 
)hibited\the cold hand of death, but the spirit 
lof pers^ution and revenge among the elders 
Was not thereby softened. 
\^ The bi^ptherhood, in the most unjust man- 
ner, have Qssumed to themselves, among other 
endroachm6nts and abuses, the arrangement of 
whatever relates to the mterment of the dead. 
In order to Iceep the ignorant people in sub- 
jection, \hey have made them believe, that un- 
less they are ^ried within a few hours after 
death, they are not merely disgriaced, but de- 
prived of ftlt^rb salvation. These opinions and 
prejudices haW been brought into full opera- 
tion by the elaexs in their most frightful man- 
ner towards th^ hated Ephrahn. Notwith- 
standing ipy rtoresentations and solicitations, 
four days had passed over, and the corpse oi 

G 2 
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thiit true son of Abraham remained mibu- 
liedL 

This selfish obstinacy exhausted my patience, 
and at hist I went to the elders, and with a 
voioe firequentiy interrupted by mdignation 
and aflUction, exclaimed, "How terrible is 
-your cruelty I Not content with having kill- 
ed tins venerable man, vdll you deny him 
now a resting place in peace 7 In what book 
of tli6 law is such a right conferred on you 7 
Show it to met You are silent; it is no 
where to be found, for no such commands 
have been received from the patriarchs t You 
have fettered the minds of the people with 
these vOe prejudices solely to gratify your 
own avarice and pride, and for your own 
benefit; but your measure will be measured 
to you again. Some of the people ahready 
hepa to distinguish and to perceive that 
your advantage, and not their benefit, is 
the duef motive of your present as well as 
general conduct You extort money from the 
people fi>r your own gratifications, under the 
pretext of fiut-money and recruit-money; you 
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spend it in voluptuous feasts ; you lay none of 
these burdens on your own shoulders, but 
leave our poor people to perish by absolute 
want I Why is my unde left unburied 7 If 
what I have already given is not enough to 
satisfy your avarice, take this," said I, throw- 
ing to them a purse of a thousand dollars; 
^' but the interment must take place this mo- 
ment, or I swear by the rod of Aaron, I will 
disclose publicly, in the Temple, before all the 
people, your falsehood, your cunning, and 
your extortion.* 

At these words, which had been uttered 
with vehemence and without connderation, 
the elders all broke out into a general laughter, 
one of them took up the purse, and locked it 
in their strong box. Another in a tone of 
assumed cheerfulness, said, '^ why are you so 
warm, my dear Levi 7 What you require shall 
be executed inmiediately.* The interment 
took place an hour or two after. 

I then thought the whole business was 
ended. As soon as my grief for my heavy 
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1068 subsidocly I quitted the studies I had 
been porsutng, in order to arrange my iunde's 
BtBain, that I might indulge the hope of see- 
hkg my dear betrothed bride as soon as I was 
assured of independence. 

In the midst of my arrangements I recrived 
your delightful letter by Chaim. I read it 
oyer and over^ pressed it to my heart, and 
again returned to read it I had thoughts 
Insetting out with Chaiminafew days, when 
on the intervening sabbath, as I visited the 
Temple, one of the Cabalists showed me tlie 
door, and with an expression of the deepest 
contempt delivered to me a paper, whose con- 
tents are as follow : — 

•^ The Rabbin Ben Levi of Glogau, with 
the whole o£ the Cabala and the elders, hereby 
make known to all the people of Israel Com- 
plaints have been made against Levi, the son 
of Ben Rabbi, by the brotherhood of the 
dders and the Cabalists, that the said Levi 
has been guilty of the following offences 
ag»nst. the law of Moses, and the opinions 
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pf our wisest men ; the accusations are sup^ 
ported by evidence, and the following have 
jbeen proved : 

** 1st. The said Levi has contemned the or- 
dinances of the rabbins, and the learned, as 
well as the Talmud, the Mischna, and the 
.Gemara, and has aspersed the Cabala as Bfx 
impertinent trifle. 

*' 2d. Under pretence of his regard to the 
Israelitish people, the said Levi has injured 
the Cabalists and elders by reporting, that they 
have imposed taxes under the pretence of fast- 
)ng and recruiting money, for their own emo- 
lument and to the injury of the poor. 

'' 3d. The said Levi has contended that 
the duties collected on account of these two 
taxes should not be given to the elders, but 
be let out to &rm to the whole community. 
1 *^ 4th. The said Levi has maintained, and 
ceases not now to reqmre, that the elders 
should render an account to the people of all 
money entrusted to them. 
. ''5th. The said Levi, the son of Ben Rabbit 
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has discarded all the andent laws, precepts; 
smd directioiis^ and has turned his pdluted 

^ soul to the impure Gojim. He frequents 
thdr schools, has shortened hii garments, has 
dumged his dress, does not wear the fringes 
cf the law, and dares to perform his devotions 
ifrithont a leathern bandage <m his forehead. 

' Above all, he has been seen to eat soup 
made of meat^ and also milk, with the same 
spoon* 

'^ 6ih. He reads the impure books of the 
Christians on the sabbath, without thinking 
of the Talmud, the l^Gsdma, and the Gemara, 

' «idhehas,atthetimeoftheFeastofTaber- 

\ nades, eaten salad with vinegar, although he 

knows diat sours are foibidden at that season. 

^ 7tli. He has moreover mmntained (that 

which fills us with the greatest indignation) - 

that Christians are men, and have souls the 

\ same as the Jews. 

^Stfa. By these and nmilar deviations, 

I Levi has trodden under foot our most sacred 
privilqgei^ as sajs die law in the book Emde- 
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hamelech, page 67. ' We, the Israeliteft 
alone, are men, but the other nations are not^ 
because they have originated from the adultery 
of Eve, and have no part of the souL' 

''9th. The said Levi hath trespassed against 
the law of the great lalkuk Reuben, which 
maintains ' that Israelites are men, because 
their souls are derived from God : but the 
Heathens, as fhdr souls are derived from un- 
clean spirits, are called swine, and hence each 
Heathen is a swine both body and soul/ 
Taking to the arts and manners of the Chris- 
tians, Levi has impugned the law of Menora 
Haumer, which says, ' If foreign people re- 
quire us to change the most unimportant of 
our manners or institutions, be it only in the 
latchets of the shoes, every Jew is bound to 
resist, and rather to su£fer death than submit 
to such requiation/ 

''lOih. Levi hath further trespassed on the 
law, by studying the scandalous learning and 
opmions of the Heathens, on which sulgect 
Sotuch says m the 21st Chapter, and 9th part, 

' Cursed be every Hebrew who shall himself; 
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or diall saffet his son to become, instracted in 
the Grecian or other sdences.' 

" llih. Levi hath finaUy ofl^ded against 
the law by his rebellious aspernons upon the 
rabbins, the Cabalists, and the elders, inasmudi 
as he attributes to them undue taxation, and 
requures of them an account of the money 
coflected, whidi is quite fordgn to his duty; 
for, accordmg to the learned Moses Maimo- 
nides, ' It is not permitted to the scholar to 
enter into controversy with the master, but he 
is rather bound to conader himself as hu de* 
pendant, so as even to assist, if required, in 
loosening the latchets of hu shoes.* 

^ Allthesecrimesbeingsupportedandproved 
by fiill evidence, the Talmud, the Mischna, 
and the Gemara demand punishment for the 
transgresnons. Now we, the rabbins, the 
Cabahsts, and the brotherhoods of the Moxd- 
nos, of the Mejiichet, of doctors of law, by 
vurtue of the power imparted to us by the 
Talmud, denounce punishment for the afore- 
mentioned crimes, (eadi of which has in- 
curred the penalty of bebg stoned to death,) 
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on the aforesaid Levi, that he be cursed with 
the curses of Niddui^ of Cherem^ and Scha- 
matha*. 
'^ Thus may this Levi be cursed by the hiw 

* The great control over the public mind lay in the 
awful sentence of excommunication. At the end of the 
appropriate period, and when the evidence had been ex* 
hibited, the solenmNiddui, or interdict, was pronounced, 
which, for thirty days, separated the criminal from the 
hopes and privileges of Israel. For more heinous of- 
fences and against contumacious delinquents, the more 
terrific Cherem, or the still more &tal Shammata, or 
excommunication, was procLumed. The Cherem in* 
flicted civil death ; but on due repentance and repara* 
tion for the crime, the same authority whidi denounced, 
might repeal the Cherem; the absolved offender was 
restored to life* But no power could cancel the irrevo- 
cable Shammata. The sentence of excommunication 
was couched in the most fearful phrases. The delin« 
quent was excommunicated, anathematised, acenised,— ' 
by the book of the law, by the ninety-three precepts, 
by the malediction of Joshua against Jericho, liy that of 
Elisha against the children who mocked him, and so on 
through all the terrific threatenings of ihe ancient law 
and history. He was accursed by the mysterious names 
of certain qibito of deadly power/ He was accuised by 
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and by the superior judges^ in the dwelling- 
plaoes of the Heathens ! May the plagues of 
fanune and pestilence overtake him ! May his 
Bouse become the dwelling-place of dragons 
and scorpions, and may his star fiill from 
heaven! May his enemies triumph over his 
fiadl, and his rilver and gold he appropriated 
hy them! Cursed may he be: cursed by the 
tongues of Addirorona and Achlariels, by the 
tongues of Sandulphion and Haudrajel, by 
the tongues of Za&aiil and Hufhafil, and fi- 
naUy by the threefold elevated King of the 



L and csrdi, by tlM seraphim^ and by tlie heavenly 
mim* Excommnnicatfain inflicted a cifil death. No 
ane except his wife and children might approach the 
aMsralkper. AU others most avoid him at the diatance 
of a fiithom* If there be a dead body in hia hooae, no 
^ one intera it. If a diild be bom, the fiither most dr- 
it. PoUic detestation was not appeased by 
I one moamed him who died excommunicated ; 
hia eofia was stonedf and a heavy skb was placed over 
Ua icmains» either as a mark c£ infiuny, or to prevent 
him firom riaiiig i^gain at the last day. See llilmaa*a 
, Hfatay ef iho Jew^ VoL III. p. 14S. 
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seven thousand names! May his race be rooted 
out like that of Korah I May his soul depart 
from Iiim under the struggles of misery and 
despaur ; whilst the wrath of God is crushing 
him ! He shall be choked like Ahitophel^ his 
end shall be like that of Gehaa; never shall 
he rise up from his troubles^ nor shall his re- 
mains rest in the burial-place of the children 
of Israel ! 

^* Such are the curses we inflict on Levi, 
the son of Ben Rabbi. On us, as the dders, 
may the peace and the blessing of God be 
abundantly showered down ! 

'' In consequence of the curses thus pro- 
nounced, we now command that the said Levi 
do not presume to shave his beard, or approach 
near to the synagogue. We command that 
each Israelite, who may come withm four eOs 
of him, immediately fly from him. It is our 
will that the said Levi, the son of Ben Rabbi, 
be expelled and cursed as long as he shall 
live. If he dies in the state of excommunica- 
tion, a stone shall be placed on his grave, to 
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ihow that he oagbt to have heen stoned to 
dealilu 

^ In testimony of thb sentence, which we 
make known to all of our communities, we, 
ihe rabbins, Cabalists, and elders, have here- 
imto affixed our hand-writing. 

^ Bjbn Lbvi, RabUn of Ologau* 

^ M06B8 ZvcKMR, Member of the Cabala. 

«* Manambk Bube, Member of the Cabala. 

«< Jonathan Spits, Elder of the Brotherhood. 

*• laAAO FBDBascHMUTZ, Secretarj-GeneraL" 

You may judge, my dearest Sarah, if tliis 

dreadful sentence and the penalties it imposes 

' can have been caused by any real crime. It 

must satisfy not only the Christians, but all 

the understanding part of our nation, that it 

has heen pronounced, not for any real offences, 

but on account of my zeal for the well being 

■ and the improvement of our people ; and for 

^ ezpresnngtheanguishof my heart at theop- 

premons inflicted on them by their elders. 

Such is the case, and I still maintain, what 

you have heard from me a hundred times, that 
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the rabbins and the elders are alone the au^ 
thors of our misery, of our oppression, and of 
our degradation. You will remark, that to ^ 
avoid being brought before the tribunals, this 
curse has been drawn up in another country ; 
and here it has been smuggled in without any 
payment of duty. 

You will believe that my feelings on read- 
ing thb ridiculous, insane paper, were not 
those of anger or revenge, but of contempt 
for the elders, and of inexpresnble compas- 
sion for our poor people, whom they keep^ 
in darkness. Although my consciousness of 
rectitude makes me despise this unjust punish- 
ment, yet I suffer s everely from its opp res- 
non . It is somewhat hard to feel one's-self 
cut off from all intercourse with one's connec- 
tions; but how much harder is it to know 
that tins sentence is generally drculated, that 
by it I am prohibited from approaching my 
beloved! That I must even give up tiie hope 
of doing sol Were it not for this sad efl^, I 
could look on all the other penalties with the 
utmost contempt. I already experience the 
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iperation of this fttrioos edict When I meet 
%Jew, he instantly steps bock as though a 
i%er fiioed him. Even poor honest Chaim^ 

Ifho used to come to me daily^is no longer to 
e seen, but carefiiUy avoids me. As I knew 
tiiat he was about to set out on his return in 
I few daysy I looked erery where for him and 
jjnmd him at last in a retired place where no 
Bne could remark us. I gave him to under- 
Hand, by signs, to come to the same place to- 
pi^ mrow, where^ under a stone, he would find 
pi letter fixr you. He made a motion to make 
me comprehend that he would comply, and I 
shall place it under the stone I pomted out, 
ynd have no doubt but he will find and safely 
kd^ver it. I have often thought of casting off 
ibe net in which I am entangled and hastenmg 
loyou; butno Jew postillion would drive me. 
] might take a Christian, but the consequence 
^fould be mortifications on the way, and when 
m arrived, an increase of all your trouUes. 
¥oa have already suffered much for my sake, 
ind Uus restraint which I must put on myself 
[|i the severest of my puns. If you consider 
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my misery, you will have sympathy with me. 
My grief and my tears prevent me from meet- 
ing my youthful friends, and yet I can safely 
entrust the cause to them. I am so happy 
as to know one among them. Count Edmund 
Tenczyn, who is as much distinguished by 
his talents and kindness of heart, as by his 
elevated birth. Notwithstanding the differ- 
ence of our reUgion, similar modes of think- 
ing and attachment to the sciences have united 
us in mutual intimacy: for we leave it to 
God to dedde which of us has chosen the 
better faith; be that as it may, I am persuaded 
that his virtues give him better pretensions to 
a future life, than the Cabala wd the perse- 
cuting spirit of our elders. You may, perhaps, 
wonder that a Jew, degraded as he is thought 
to be by the prejudiced, should call one of the 
first of the noble fiunilies of Poland his friend; 
but such is the good e£fect of an enlightened 
education. For more than two years, we 
studied chemistry assiduously together, a 
sdisnce to which Tencasyn feds a very strong 
attachment. As he had remarked for some time 
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iny tremble and distractioh of mind, he shewed 
me so much anxious attention and friendliness 
that I at length disclosed to him the caused 
The amiable youth was mudi moved when I 
made known to him the sentence that had been 
pronounced against me, made him acquainted 
with your beauty and exeellendes, tried to 
paint the strength of my attachment, and re- 
lated the persecutions which you and I have 
equally shared. 

^Is at possible,* he eiclahned, *^ that 

in'ihb country, where we all live under equal 

laws, where the same protection is g^ven 

to each individual, that a fordgn and not 

a very rq>utable people, without trial and 

without a defence, should be able to impose 

audi shackles on a free citizen 7 It cannot be. 

I have acquaintance among the judges and the 

. govemon: I will apply to them, and lay open 

/"the whole of this mfernal malice, and a seviere 

punishment shall be inflicted on those ddenu* 

, ^Do not attempt that,* I replied, ^let me 

try to convince them by gentle persuasion, that 

their ignorant My must sooner or later involve 
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them in great distress.* It was difficult to ob- 
tain from my zealous friend a short suspennon 
of his resolution. What benefit will arise 
from my having thus procured some delay in 
the count's design, you will be speedily infonur 
ed^as Ihope soon to terminate with success the 
struggle in which I have been engaged. I con- 
jure you to keep tranquil. You are my chief, 
my only good : the life of my life. The Lord 
will assuredly deliver us from these horrible 
£uiatics, who disgrace the holy commandm^ts 
which Hehasgiven to us. Farewell, my bo- 
loved bride, and once more, fiurewdL 

JJSVU 



H 2 



lOO Un AND SARAH ; 



LETTER XI. 

mRSCH TO M08B8. 

Bcrditidioir, 17Jlr. 

Hcyw negligently you have acted ! You did 
not lead before you sent it, that letter of 
heresy which your daughter had written to the 
Phoenix Jankiel. Notwithstanding he was 
deq>ly involved in his mystical books, he 
observed that I had received a letter, and m- 
stantly required to read it You know, that 
though I am hb fiither, yet^ as the diaplain of 
the diassidim, I am bound to obey him; I 
therefinre gave lum Sarah's answer. He was 
so lost m the cabalistical readmg, that he did 
not instantly comprehend its meanmg; whm 
at length he had made it out, he exclaimed, 
^Oh, daugh t e r of Jezebel! what madness is 
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thine to reject the proflfered hand of JankieL 
I lament,'' he added, turning to me, ^ that I 
have 80 degraded myself as to listen to yonr 
advice, and to write to this cdlly blockhead. 
I hope she will die an old maid ; and, as for 
me, I am so learned, that I hope, by further 
study, a way may be found out to have a 
famUy without marrying."* I took his hand, 
and said to him, ^^ I have no doubt but you 
will, by your learning, discover whatever can 
be effected by long and ardent study ; but, in 
the meantime, perhaps it may be better to 
have recourse to natural means. It signifies 
nothing what that ally g^l has written. You 
may see by her expressions, that embarrass- 
ment with the inward consdousness that she 
b unwordiy of you, have dictated her 
letter. When you show yourself, and her 
fear of you is vanqiushed, and you address 
her with your honeyed speedies, she will 
admire your understanding, will M at 
your feet and worship you. Recollect,'* I 
added, ''that Sarah is &med through all the 
tribes of Israel for her beauty, that she is the 
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dangliter of a wealthy fieitfaer, who will pay 
down a maniage portion of ten thousand 
aher roubles^ and afterwards, if his busiiiesB 
snooeedi, three or four times as much more.* 
At these words, he began to laugh, his 
eyes seemed to twinUe with delight, and he 
said, ^ If you have so understood it, we can 
cnoe more try our luck.'* 

You may then prepare for our arrivaL As 
SOCHI as I hear that you are returned from 

, Brody, I will set out, and bring with me my 
Leah for your Ettle David ; with them there 
win be no obstacle, they will go to be married 
as readily as they would crack a nut 

I have not ov^looked the angular alarm of 
your rabbins, about the rin that has been com- 

, mitted* As Booa as I saw my Jankiel some- 
what tranquil, I laid the extraordinary case 
before him for his consideration: that a spoon 
used in eating meat had been laid upon a 
vessel containing milk; Jankiel sat long, as 

& though lost in thought, and at length said, 
^ This is a matter of uncommon importance, 
and I can say nothing about it without further 
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consultiDg the Talmud^ the Mischna^ and the. 
Sohar. If you come in the morning, I shall 
be able to resolve the diflSculty." Ah, my 
friend, how weighty are die duties of the 
learned I You can scarcely conceive how 
much I was troubled at seeing my Jankiel, 
through the day, and even m the night, whilst 
perspiring from fatigue, turning over his books, 
reading, reflecting, and labouring at the ques- 
tion, to produce a satisfactory solution of the 
difficulty* On the next day, he sent for the 
elders and the rabbins, and in the presence of 
ihem all, dictated to the scribe the following 



^' As the orthodox Reuben, the son of Itzig, 
laid his spoon, after mmg it with animal food, 
on a vessel of milk, through which unclean 
act our law has been violated, he is be- 
come a criminal of the second dass, and is in 
Cherem; m comdderation, however, that he 
wiped the i^K>on as he took it out of the meat- 
soup, and as it may have happened that his 
thoughts, at that moment, were fixed on! some 
great speculation, and that he might have 
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nmedfirom heedlessness; and because it does 
not a^ear whether it was or was not goat's 
nuIk in the vessel, we adjudge this sentence : 
that fixr three days he connder himself as un- 
clean, and by three subsequent days of purifi- 
cation, he make atonement for lus sm.'* 

At Ihd defifery of tlus judgement, the rab- 
bins and dders lifted up thdr heads and their 
Toioes with exultation at the wisdom of my 
dearJankid. It binqpossible not to admire his 
haying tempered the fierceness of the law by 
the union of charity with it, and how he has 
thereby attached Reuben to him for Ufe. If 
the fimie of my Jankiel did not fill the whole 
wor]"^, this angle judgement would be suffi- 
cient to exalt him in Israel. Pray make the 
inoonaderate Sarah attend to this afl&ur. 

My letters firom Warsaw inform me that a 
great storm is gathering round that seducer 
of the people, Levi, and that in a short time 
sometfamg of great impcArtance concemingthe 
raostf^ will be communicated. Let us join 
hand in hand to disgrace and nun these inno- 
▼aton^ who are undermining the Talmud* 
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Jurt now the accounts from Warsaw state the 
price of oxen to be high. Could we not buy 
two hundred head and send tberet FarewdL 

HIR8CE. 
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LETTER XII. 

SARAH TO hMYU 

SdSifaiL 

How can I describe to my only friend, the 
dreadful scene of which I have been at once 
the witness and the victim I I know not, if in 
the agitation, the uncertainty, and the perse- 
cution which surround me on all mdes, I shall 
Iiaro strength and perseverance enough to 
ward off the strokes which with a threaten- 
ing aspect for the present, as well as for the 
future, impend over us both. This is pos^bly 
the last time I may ever vrrite to you, perhaps 
fiir Ihd last time you will read the writing of 
your Sarah. Yetaway with such frightful pros- 
pects; letusrelyoniheAhnighty! If Helays 
npaa us severe trials, I trust be will at last 
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crown, by our desired union, the unchangeable 
feelings we have preserved, and the spotless 
Kves we have led. I will, however, relate 
what has occurred. 

After my father's return from Brody, I re- 
marked an unusual bustle through the house. 
My mother busied herself in makmg new 
dresses for me, and my father had brought 
from Brody two strings of pearls set with 
rubies, and a corresponding aigrette, as orna- 
ments for the head. I received also a gold 
necklace with a medallion, on one side of which 
was a head of King Stephen, and on the other, 
the conquest of Lithuania and Polozks was re- 
presented. These ornaments,farfromgivmgme 
joy, caused me great uneariness ; for they ex- 
cited the fear that they were intended for my 
speedy marriage, although I could not con« 
ceive, that after receiving my letter, Jankiel 
could have any such hopes. However severe 
the views of my father towards us may be, 
it would be excessively distressing to set my- 
self in opposition to the will of my parents; 
but it is my undbangeable resolution to be 
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given to none but you. It may be needless 
to repeat this, for you must be persuaded that 
none but you can ever giun my affections. I 
therefore return to the events that have passed. 
Yesterday morning the domestics^ as well as 
sqr brother and sister^Were buned in brushing 
and scouring through the whole house^ and 
my mother took on herself the preparations 
for dinner and supper. As this was pasdng 
widiin, and my fiither was gone out to hold a 
conference with the rabbins and elders, I was- 
alone, and tdt the most violent paljntation in 
mj heart I sat at the window, and hearing 
a great ncnse, looked out and saw a great 
number of Jews runmng up the street followed 
by a carriage with two horses that moved at a 
slow pace. At this moment my fother accom- 
panied by the rabbins, the dders, and some of 
omr friends and guests, came up to the carrisge, 
and it turned into our gate-way. An aged Jew 
dressed in a black alk gown, fiistened with 
nher daspsi, stepped out I recovered my 
bnatfa, fori was sure such a man could not be 
mtendedtobe my husband. My tranquillity did 



OR THB JEWISH L0TSR8. 100 

notlongcontinue. The whole of the Jews in the 
street began to crowd round the carriage^ each 
anxiously curious to behold what it contained ; 
at length, in the midst of cries of joy, some- 
thing black was taken out, which looked like a 
large sack, and in which something was seen 
to move. On a motion from my fiither, my 
mother threw a veil over my head, sdsed me 
by the hand and led me to the inner apart- 
ment and shut the door. The curiosity na- 
tural to my sex led me to the door, and I ob- 
served through the key-hole what was passing. 
Shouts of joy in continued peals were raised, 
I presently saw the sack brought in and placed 
on the middle of the floor ; it appeared gra- 
dually to raise itself up, when at last it stood 
upright, the sack dropt around it, and disdos- 
ed such a figure as was disgusting to look 
upon. A creature appeared with long spm- 
dle shanks, with a head squeeased m between 
hunches before and behind. The shouts of 
'^ Jankiel'', which were uttered with words of 
joy, made me too soon comprehendthat this was 
the creature described by Rachel; even the 
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learned doctor from whom I had expected to 
be for ever freed in consequence of my letter 
to him. 

I know not what passed^ as I then feinted 
with terror, and ML on the floor, and it 
must have been some time, and not till I had 
been dduged by cold water, that I recovered 
my senses. My acquaintance were standing 
Toaod me, my mother looking on me with 
compasfflion, and my fiither casting looks of 
anger at me. Without regard to my condition,., 
my fother mzed me by tiie hand, and dragged 
rather than led me into the larger apartment. 
There stood Jankiel in the middle of the rab- 
bms and the dders, who in awfrd respect 
formed a circle round him. The circle pre- 
sently opened, and my fother then addressed 
me thus : — ^' You have shewn enough of this 
childishfolly, Sarah. The chief light of Israel, 
Jankiel, celebrated both on earth and in heaven, 
hath forgiven thy disgraceful answer. * I can- 
not doubt but my Sarah has yet sufficient 
sense to admowledge the unexpected hapjd- 

lof being thewifeof the highly honourable 
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chaplain of the Chassidim; the real prophet of 
this generation, from whom, perhaps, the long 
promised Messiah may spring. Let thy soul 
rejoice, oh my daughter, receive to thy arms 
this carhunde of wisdom, this wood of Shittim, 
the worthy successor of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel.'' Then tummg to Janlud, he said, 
^ What is thy servant that thou shouldst deign 
to look down upon him, who is hut as a rude 
dog to thee V As this speech was ended, Janr 
kiel rose upon his legs, and with the motion of 
a locust or a grasshopper advanced towards 
me, whilst at the same moment the rabbins 
began to perform the marriage service. In 
spite of my weakness and confusion. Heaven 
gave me so much strength that I thrust Jan- 
kid back with such force that he M on the 
floor ; whilst I exdaimed aloud — ^ By the 
Lord, by the creator of the heavens and of the 
earth, I now swear that I will never become 
the wife of JankieL** I thm rushed mto my 
diamber, where I was foUowed not only with 
the curses and abuse of my father, but with 
such actual peiBonal inflictions as caused me 
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agam to fidnt away. I am not oonsdous of 
what liq)peiied the three followuig days, 
hat the fourth my sense returned to me. 
The first object that struck my sight was my 
mo£her, who sat by the side of my bed. Her 
Utter cries penetrated my heart '^ Why do 
yon thus weep T I asked with a fiunt voice. 
^Do you ask me that question 7"* she said, '^ it is 
thou, my belored daughter^ who art the cause 
4xftlusgrie£ Why did you repelJankid whom 
your fiither and all the elders so much vene- 
Tate? — ^buC she added^ ^you are still weak, 
and only just snatched firom the gates of the 
grave. Compose yourself; above all dungs 
you want rest and refreshment: hereafter 
^e win speak fiirther. May the Almighty 
Ch)d be your protector 1 ** 

When my mother concluded, she retired and 
wnt my Ettle * rother David to sho]v himself 
to me. The boy came in a new coat, had a 
«ap with tassels, and looked altogether so 
shipper and cunning that I could scarce re« 
fitain fiK>m laughing. ^ What is come to you, 
my little David, with sudi fine dress and sudi 
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dignity V To which he repKed, '^ do not be 
surprised, for I have abready got a wife*"* 
•* Whatl-said I, "alittle boy like you a wife? 
and who and where is she T '' I am married^ 
and my wife is gone away with Hirsch, who is 
her fether as well as Janldel's." '' And how 
old is she ?* '^ She is nine, and I am eleven. 
She is gone back with her fether, and I am to 
remain here with the Domine, and must be 
well instructed in the Talmud before I and my 
wife live together."* ''And do you love your 
wife V ^' I know nothing about it,"* was his re- 
ply. I then said, '' my dear Davidt I donot comr 
prehend all this ; but now tell me all that has 
passed, for I know not what has happened 
even to myself lately." He then ran into the 
large room adjoimng, looked all round to 
see if any one was there, and then coming 
back to me, and sitting down by the nde of 
the bed, began to relate the past occurrences 
in the following manner: ''When you pushed 
Jaiikiel, he fell at his whole length on the floor, 
and he was lifted up with most dreadful qnes 

I 
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by the rabbins and dders. There was no 
bearing it, for they howled and cried so 
very loud ; and you were shouting and 
screaming in the next room; suddenly you 
became quiet; but they called out that it 
was a ma and a shame to rqect such a very 
awful person as Jankid. They helped him up, 
but he was very angry, though they tried 
to calm him, and kissed his hands and feet; 
he wished, however, to go instantly away, 
but his fiiiher would not allow it Then,., 
father and the elders cursed you, and father 
said you were an idolater, and *that you should 
be turned out of doors ; and though you had 
a£Bronted the first of Jews, the prepara- 
tions for a wedding should not be all lost, but 
the aster of Jankid, Leah, who was present, 
should be married to his David. Little Leah 
ihea stuped forward, fiither called me to 
stand by her side, the rabbins then read some- 
thmg firom a book, and a glass was broken in 
two between us, and I was Leah's husband, and 
she was my wife. Then fistther drew me towards 
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him by my doak, and helped me to a glass of 
mead and some cake. At night there was a 
large supper spread out; there was pike and 
pepper, ducks and turnips, grits and milk, grud 
with brandy, and sweet wine. We were not 
very merry, for ihey were all angry with you ; 
and this morning, Hirsch, with Jankid and 
Leah, set off on thdr journey, aftertheyhad 
had a long conversation privately with father. 
He is still terribly angry with you, and God 
only knows what will become of you."* . . 

Though David continued talking, I was so 
much exhausted that I fell asleep. From 
what I have now written, you will permve, 
my dear Levi, what I must have suffered, 
and what misery still threatens me. It is 
some consolation to observe, that my mother 
does not forsake me ; that Rachd slides 
in, when she can do it unnoticed, to visit 
me, and that the servants, especially the fidth- 
fiil Chaun, display compassion and sympathy; 
As I am forbidden to use pen, ink, and paper, 
honest Chaim has found the means of sup- 

l2 
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plyingme withtliempri?atdy, and you will have 
toihaiiklumifyoiireoeiTellus letter. Theoon- 
ndente fi^eEng of this poor feDow has affected 
me deeply. He came back from Warsaw the 
Tery day of the scene which I have here de- 
scribed, and waited till I had somewhat re- 
corered before he gave me your letter ; and 
he advised me to write an answer as speedily 
as posnUe, because, though he was not hunself 
gmng to Warsaw again, yet one of his friends 
would set out for that place in a few days, 
who would sa&ly deliver iL We seem both 
to be equally destined to misery and grie£ 
We each sufifer much anxiety, and I trust 
more for the other than for ourselves. Your 
letter has increased my sorrow, but I forget 
my own sufferings when weeping over 
yours. 

Support yourself, my dear Levi ; reject not 

vtiieaid of your noble finend; free yourself from 

the odious ban as soon as possible, and join 

me, that, if we must su£fer, we may at least 

suffisr togedier. Chaim is just cmne in to 



i I 
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tell me that my &tfaer is now returning from 
the synagogue. FarewdL 



I conjure you write to Abraham in all your 
cares and troubles. 



mmi 
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LETTER XIIL 

CHAIM TO LBVI. 

9 8ifiik 

I 8END yoa this letter hf my acquaintanoe 
Manaweh Baruchsoii, who woidd have set out 
ihree days ago if he had not been prevented 
by unforeseen events : and you wOlnot regret 
iliia delay^ because bad news always come quick 
enough. The inclosed letter from your Sarah 
rdates the sufferings she must have undergone, 
whilst I Gonnder myself bound to inform you 
of that whidi she cannot now make known to 
you. 

This evening Sarah has disappeared from 
home, and is carried away, but no one knows 
where. God be praised that the business was 
not entrusted to me. I have wholly lost the 
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confidence of my master. The compassion I 
discovered for Sarah has offended him^ and this 
has been a heavy stroke to me. But who could 
help pitying one who is so kind, and who, if 
she has offended, has been so hardly dealt 
with? I now see that we must all endure grief, 
and exercise patience. Sarah must sufier— ?- 
you must suffer — and I also, though in a dif- 
ferent way, must suffer too. I am but a poor 
Jew, and have wages only to maintain my- 
self, my wife and my five children. Common 
sense teaches me, that if I pay a part of my 
earnings in taxes, to support the state and 
the church, the remainder is my own. This 
every mhabitant of the earth has a right to ; ^ 
but we, the poor Jews, certainly, not from the 
government, but from bur own Eldei^^^^are 
constantly su£fering oppresaons and exactions. 
These exactions, my honoured Levi, will drive 
me to despair, and firequently give me the 
painful conviction that we poor Jews are 
made the sport of our Elders and other rulers. 
You said truly, that they hold us in chains of 
ignorance^ that we may Ibten to all they 
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affinn under the pretext of religion, and may 
not aee that th^ strive, under that pretence, 
to enridi themaehres through our weakness 
and My. 

The Elders only think of contriving an easy 
way of injuring us. Hence there are taxes 
imposed under various names and pretences, 
audi as for new copies of the Talmud ; for 
substitutes for recruits ; and other objects to 
wbidi I, a poor £bI1ow, must contribute as 
nmdi as those rich men Moses and Hirsch. 
One of the greatest imporitions is that of the 
days of fasting. When it comes into the head 
of one of the Elders, for any reason, to make 
presents to a person of distmction, he or- 
dains a three daysT fiist, which means that 
each fiunily must contribute the amount 
of the cost of maintaining all the persons 
of whidi it is composed during three days. 
I know not how the rich may fietst on those 
days; but I must do it in spite of my will, 
when I g^e up that wludi can alone support 
my wife and children, and have not a farthing 
left to buy diem bread. Why must I and 



OR THE JEWISH LOVERS* 121 

mine be starved ? For the sake of our religion 
or Moses? No! neither our rdigion nor 
our Lawgiver defivers any such commands. 
We are left to pine or to perish in hunger, that 
those speculators, Isaac or Schlaume, may have 
something to purchase the Sabbath lights, or to 
make contracts for raisug recruits. Then again 
comes a fresh exaction* Under penalties of 
excommunication, we are ordered to contri- 
bute to some new work about to be printed. 
What is that to me, or what have I to do with 
it ? I neither understand Hebrew nor Syriac ; 
but keep the commandments of God, say my 
proper prayers, eat no swine*s flesh, subsist 
by my honest labour, and do no man any 
wrong ; and thus am I a better Israelite than 
the over4eamed, who get blind by poring 
over books, which neither make them wiser nor 
better. We, the poor, begin to have our eyes 
opened to these matters; and I fear some injury 
will be done to our religion, if our Elders 
continue longer to exerdse th^ plans of 
fleecing and excommunicating. I may mistake; 
I may blaspheme; but your assistance, my ho- 
noured^ virtuous, and yot^ like mc^ suffering 
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Levi, which I implore, will, I tnut, lead me 
in the path of light. I will not rin ; but I 
will not be a sacrifice to our Elders : I will 
not see my wife and chQdren starve in rags, 
that our Elders may strut about in theur furs, 

^ drink their wine, and be enaUed to build 
houses whidi rival palaces. 

\; I often call out, like the Israelites in the 
vrildemess, '' Who will give us flesh to eat? 
We remember the fish we did eat in Egypt 
finedy; the cucumbers, and the melons, and - 
die keks, and the onions; and the garlic; but 
now our soul is dried away."* 

To my own troubles is added one which I 
tdd, at heart I am vexed when I think of 
the embarrassment you were in when I last 
left you. Pray let me know if you are yet 
rdeased firom the ban which was so ui\justly 
laid iqpon you. The residence ci your bch 
loved Sarah cannot long be kept a secret 
You shall hear whatever I can learn on that 
aulgect^ as soon as I know it 

CHAIM« 
* Numben^ cliap. xL none 4 
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LETTER XIV. 



MOSES TO HIRSCH. 



llthSivan. 

May the blessings of Abraham^ Isaac, and 
Jacob be upon you. 

Although you have been affronted in the 
penon of your son Jankiel, the wisest of the 
wise, yet you cannot be more grieved and 
enraged at it than I am. Oh, unworthy 
Sarah, the disgrace and scandal of our Israeli 
How couldst ihou be so blind and perverted 
as to treat with contempt, the honour that 
awmted thee, on becoming the bride of the 
holy Jankiel ? How couldst thou, with pro* 
fane hands, venture to reject and strike that 
light from ihe Lord ? The shocking sight 
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presents itself still to my view— Jankiel on 
llie ground^ with his legs in the air, his eoun- 
tenance inflamed with anger — his clothes 
tom^ and the indignation of all Israel 
breaking forth m horrid cries. This silly 
good^or-nothing girl has overturned all our 
well amtrived plans, all the preparations 
for the nuptials, and our dreams of future 
haiqpiness. She shall, however, suffer for her 
vrickedness. If our great patriarch Abraham 
could give up his first-bom son, shall not I, 
one of his descendants, offer up my daughter 7 
But, in pursuance of your advice, I will first 
try an posrible means to reclaim her. This 
place is not well calculated to make her change 
her nund. There are too firequent means of 
mtercourse with Warsaw, and I suspect that 
Sarah maintains a secret correspondence with 
that accursed Levi ; and, notwithstanding my 
moat attentive watching, the rascally Chaim 
asflsts the interchange of letters ; whilst Ra- 
dhd^ the daughter of the separatist Abraham, 
.visits her, and the impression made by both 
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father and daughter, confirms Sarah m her 
obstinacy. 

It has, therefore, become necessary to 
remove her to some distant place, where, 
kept from the influence of perverted people^ 
and under the strict restramt of my kinsman 
Aaron, she may be induced to repent of 
her abominable heresy. There, confined to 
her chamber, she will be enlightened by 
reading the Talmud and the commentators 
upon it with Aaron, and thus be brought to 
see her folly and criminality, in refunng the 
offered hand of Jankiel, for the sake of that 
accursed LevL I hope this severe punishment, 
with the instructions of the learned Aaron, 
will overcome her obduracy, and that she may 
agun be restored to Jankiel, and the rest of 
her friends. Should she, however, still persist 
in her obstinacy, which I do not fear, then I 
swear by the Tahnud, the Misdbna, and the 
Gemara, that I, her own fitiher, will cast away 
suchchafffromthepure wheat of Israel; out 
of respect for the doctrines of the Talmu4 
and the ezpontions of the CabaUsts, I shall 
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eaaly forget that I ain a &tfaer, and remember 
only that I am a Jew. 

Thif whole letter^ my worthy Huidi^ will 
diow you how much I have Mt for the affiront 
oflfered to your Janldel, the greatest star of 
IsraeL Not only do I feel it, but our whole 
ocxmmuni^ of dden are equally shocked 
at it; for the dreadful scene in my house 
prevented them from taking advice from that 
sevenfold ccmsecrated Saviour of Israel, on 
doubts and difficulties wUdi he alone is able . 
to resolve and remove. I have, therefore, 
advised them to submit their questions in 
writing/ in hopes that the respectable doctor 
will condescend, out of his researches into hid- 
den truths, and lus profound elucidation of the 
mysteries of the Tafanud, to solve thdr serious 
aiid numerous doubts. You, as his fiither, 
may, perhaps, induce him to direct his atten- 
tion to this request 

My little David is very well satisfied that 
he isa bridegroom; alUumgh married, he still 
runs about with his pop-gun to shoot the 
ipanows. Alas! why did I wait so long for 
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my Sarah ? If I had given her to Jankid in 
her ninth year, how much confonon and vexa- 
tion would it have spared me f 

Our lucky speculation with the horses may 
encourage us to undertake somethmg on 
a larger scale ; but I must warn you to be 
more careful in filing the teeth of the old 
horses, and in polishmg them, for I had a 
great deal of trouble about two of them, 
where the marks of the work was discovered. 

MOSSS. 
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LETTER XV. 



lOth Sinm. 



Nathaniel, fienjamin, Reuben, and the 
dden of the community of Radadwilow, to the 
most holy Ben Jankiel, chaphin of the favoured 
of God, community of the Chamdim,. the In* 
terpreter of the hws of Israd. 

First, as in duty bound, we kiss your hand, 
and wipe the dust from your shoes, as the 
wisest of the wise, whose majesty will be ex- 
alted for ever and ever. We are the servants 
of your serene highness, and are impressed 
with the gkc^y of your holiness. With the 
most profound reverence for your penetrating 
wisdom, we presume to make application to 
you on the present occanon. 
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Our highest delight and joy b unfolding 
the mysteries of the Talmud> and poring 
over the sacred books of the Cabala. We 
have abandoned all labour that may with- 
drawus from ibem^ have rejected all the tempt- 
ations of this world that may interfere with 
our study^ and some have carried this so 
far as to become quite blind, whilst all have 
been visited by bloodshot eyes or inflamed eye- 
lids. Still, however, experience teaches us, 
that our capacities are weak and our knowledge 
contracted, and we therefore must call for 
the assistance of a profoundly learned doctor^ 
The greater our desire is to comprehend the 
mysteries, the heavier do we lament that the 
flight of our zeal is so very much restricted. 
We are like the weary wanderer, who sees be- 
fore him a dear spring which he is unable 
to reach. We therefore trust to you, the 
most brilliant of all our planets, and beg^ 
most eamesdy that you will de r up the fol^ 
lowing doubts which perplex and annoy us. 

Ist^ We cannot dedpher that manu- 
script book, whose title is ^'Ressd,* which itf 

K 
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come to our hands; a book which the angd 
Raphael once presented to our firrt progenitor, 
Adam, that he might read it We only know 
that it is a discourse coneemmg God; we beg 
you win have the mercy to draw out, in plain 
words, an abstract of it 
'■ 2d. It appears to us, that the treatise Aro- 
disim of the Tahnud, page 3, which describes 
the conversation of the Lord our God, is-pe* 
euliarly remarkable. Will you then set forth 
the same in a dear way 7 

3rd. Should we believe, that JehdVah is 
hunself gratified l^ reading the Talmud ? 

4th. Can we be informed whetiier the de- 
ceased eat and drink, or not 7 

5th. Jnaye the goodness to inform us if their 
f has any connection with the earthquakes. 

Sth. Some of our people have imbibed the 
[>rrupt doctnne of the time, that it is not 
''permitted to cheat the infidel Gojim. VHH 
your hdiness deign to infi>rm us how to con- 
duct ourselves in such cases 7 

7th. What are we to do when a Christian 
dun sununon us before a court of .law 7 . 
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8tfa. Where was our God, when hb people 
were in captivity? 

0th. To which muBt we most firmly adhere, 
and which is most holy, the Bible or the Tal« 
mud? 

lOfh. We have heard that the Jews are 
prohibited from drinkmg on certain nights. 
How shall we obey this ? 

We have many other questions to submit, 
but not to intrude on your time, whidi is so 
valuable to all Israel, we defer them till some- 
future period, ^uch are the words of thy, 
humbly devoted servants, which are laid at thy ,- 
feet 

In the name of the whole brotherhood. 

KATHAKISL, BENJAMIK,; 

AND reubbk; . . 
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LETTER XVI. 

LEVI TO ABRAHAK. 

Itis, 5Ui Sinui. 

She who b to me the deaiert of aU living bdngs, 
OR whom the happiness of my life depends, but 
who has been ruddy torn firom me in the mo- 
ment of her greatest anguish, commended me 
to your venerable coundl and asajstance. ^ In 
an the troubles of life,* she wrote to me, ^ask 
advice of the venerable Abraham : he is de- 
serving of the highest regard, and of the fullest 
cxmfidenoe.* This assertion, as well as the 
love and Irindness which you exercised towards 
that unfortunate female, emboldens me to have 
recourse to yon, and to communicate my pre- 
aent unhappy ntuation. 

You wQl excuse me if I presume to state 
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what most deeply oppresses my hearL I 
have just recdved the intdligence of the dis- 
appearance of my Sarah. Where can she he? 
Perhaps she is already become the victim of a 
furious band of gloomy fanatics. I know that 
the forbearance and the protection of some 
virtuous men^ who do not partake of the fii- 
natidsm of the rest^ may induce them to save 
her from such a &te ; but I beseech you, if you 
are able to do any thing for her, to do it 
speedily. If you do know where Sarah now 
is, oh, pray inform me, that her sincere friend 
may fly to her assistance ; for love will give 
me courage to rescue her from the hands c( 
her persecutors. 

You must have been already informed by 
Sarah, to what cruel persecution I also have 
been long exposed. The friendship of 
the noble Count Tenczyn has for the pre- 
sent, perhaps but for a short time, freed 
me from the oppresaon. You know the 
causes whidi have brought on those measures, 
and I believe them to be of sudi a nature as 
will not withhold from me your esteem. ' The 
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lentenoe of excommunication is a i^eighty 
bad to bear. Onr people all recdve preju- 
lioes eaoly^ and all d them turn away from 
me. I require food and drink/but every 
Boe flies from me, as though I were infected. 
[ am called, contemptuously, an offender, and 
Qhe greatest criminal could not experience more 
sverdon than I do, who hare only been guilty 
pf feduig too deeply for the degradation of our 
tm&nu Tencsyn compasdonated me, and 
ihewed to the justices the wickedness of my 
penecutoTB. The Elden had recourse to 
dieir usual measures, of rancour, delay, and 
Bbase. The more attention was paid by the 
pistioefli, the more pains did they take to delay 
proceedings : and at length, as their last re- 
source, they ordained a fieist of four days, 
that they might apply the money so collected 
to secure their object. Thus nearly thirty 
thousand men, women, innocent children, and 
hdpleai aged persons, were compeDed to forego 
bad, that the money abstracted from their 
mftwitenaiiAft might bc applied to the purposes 
of .obstructing justice, imder the pretext of 
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supplying means to these defenders of our poor 
people. But the God of Abraham^ of Isaac^ 
and of Jacob, would not permit wicked* 
ness and stupidity to triumph over inno- 
cence. The justices made such powerful ap- 
plications to the Elders, that at length the 
proscription was removed. But all was not 
even then over; for as I was coming out of 
the synagogue lately, Ben Ephraim, one of 
the Elders, came up to me, and with a proud, 
distant, and cold air, said, in an under tone of 
voice, " We must submit to authority. Thou 
hast offended the Elders, and betrayed their 
secrets to the accursed infidels. Take care 
not to repeat it, or no earthly power will be 
able to protect thee from their revenge. 
Shouldst thou hide thyself in the centre of the 
globe itself, there our fury shall visit thee, and 
shall rest on thy descendants, if thou shalt 
have any. I assure you of this, in thepame 
of the Elders of Israel, of the holy Cabalists, 
and of all the doctors and commentators of our 
Tahnud.* When he had uttered these words, 
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he cast at me a look of fury, and immediately 
withdrew. 

Aldiough my education in the public semi- 
naries, and the voice of sound reason, unite 
m convincing me that the transactions of our 
EUers are'ndiber in the spirit of our great law- 
girer Moses, nor &your the salvation of our 
poor brethren ; yet, I must confess, the words 
of Ephraim have made a deep impression on 
my mmd. The blind subjection which our 
people yield to the Talmud, my recent ezpe- 
lienoe of the misery which arises from ex- 
communication, the ardent desire to walk in 
die right way, and the fear, arinng from the 
'education of my earliest days, that I may be 
m error, all these have awakened doubts in my 
mind, and caused me much anxiety. I apply 
therefore to your great age and experience; 
for you are imbued with the pure spirit of 
our patriarchs, freed from prejudice, disregard 
^ lelfish' ccmriderations, and look alone to the 
true. God and to the principles of real religion 
snd virtue. I beseedbyoutohaveoompasrion 
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on me : on one who suffers from hb doubts, 
and earnestly desires to be enlightened, so 
that he may walk in that safe way to which 
an Israelite should stedfastly keep. Teach me 
how the Tahnudists, the Cabalists, and their 
commentators, have attained to such estima- 
tion as to be regarded as superior to the holy 
scriptures. With what degree of authority 
are they endowed to make their expositions ? 
Why should that which they have written re- 
quire more implidt obedience m after ages, than 
that which Jehovah himself pronounced in the 
presence of Moses, when Mount Sinid was 
covered with His glory? Shall the holy 
scriptures be abandoned, because they are also 
in the possession of the nations who are deem- 
ed to be unfriendly to us ? Shall we at the 
present day, when so many centuries have 
passed, and so many thousand changes have 
taken place, when such advances m legislation 
and m knowledge by the nations among 
whom we are scattered, have been made, 
shall we now act as it was perhaps necessary 
to act at former times, in the Wilderness, to- 



' 138 LBVI AND 8ARAH; 

wards tlie heathen inhabitants? Isnotourob- 
ixaney, which rejects even the most beneficial 
diangeSy and holds ns in the chains ol dark* 

i ness and contempt, contrary to the will d the 
Jif 08t IGgh ; who has called us His diose n 
p eople^ and a ppointed ns to the highest rank 
among the nations id ihe eardi f How can 
wemamtain this rahklTwe become stationary, 

I whilst others are leaying us behmd in erery 
honourable pursuit t 

These thoughts cause me amdous solicitude. 
The lessons id our childhood demand implicit 
credence, but with the growth of the under- 
standing, reflection is excited on erery subject. 

» You, my veneraUe friend, by your wisdom, may 
fortify. me and restore to me that peace of 
mind, whidi has been attadced in various and 
numerous ways. I beg your compassion 
finr a youth, who throws himself on you, 

^ who desires nothing more earnestly than to 
think and act according to the willed God, 

Vend to become usefidto his own people, as 
wdl as lo die country in which God has ^been 
pleased.to call him into eiistence. .. 
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Forgive the picture of fufferings, which 
though a Btranger, I have presumed to present 
to you. They are so heavy, that I should 
have sunk under theur weight, if a good con- 
science had not heen my sure support and 
consolation. Has it not yet been discovered 
where my dearest Sarah is ? The warm 
friendship which existed between her and your 
daughter, wiU doubtless cause Rachel to be 
the first to know the fate of her friend ; and 
I trust she will impart it to me, that I may 

jeek her out I left Warsaw to avoid further 

persecution,and came to this small town,because, 

^ from there being but few Jews in it, I thought 

/ it preferable as a temporary residence. But 

/cannot the fanaticism of his nation and the 

'spirit of persecution pursue an Israelite, 
wherever he may flee ? I beg you to reply to 

ine here in Ibz. When I am favoured with 
die eagerly desired letter from you, the fate 
of my bdoved Sarah shall not long remain 
unknown. I will leave this asylum, without 
regarding the hatred and phrensy which have 
been every where prepared for my recepticm. 
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and after Uurowing myidf at your btt to ob- 
tnn your UeMiig; I will aeaidi erery corner 
€f die earth, till I diicover my bridci. Ac- 
cept tlie amiranee of my liigiieft rererenoa 
andreapect 

. JMfU 
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LETTER XVII. 

JANKIBL, CHAPLAIN TO THB 80CIBTT OF THB 
CHA88IDIM, TO NATHANIEL, BENJAMIN, JO- 
8IEL, REUBEN, AND THB ELDERS OF THE 
COMMUNITY OF RADZIWILOW. 

16th Sinm. 

You worthless wretches! what could make 
you so bold as to venture to approadi me with 
your requests f You that were witnesses of 
the afiiront which a raving woman offered to 
me, and only cried and rent your garments, 
when you should have stoned the mad crea« 
ture ? I want not your garments, but punish- 
ment, revenge, and death, to atone for such 
an abominatioiL If I did not uninterruptedly 
perform my duty, you would have no answer 
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firom me; Imt why do I speak of answering 
your letter t I would have damned you to all 
eternity, if I had not taken into conaderation 
that it related to the Talmud and the Cabala. 
As, however, I cannot suffer you longer to 
wander in error, I will delay my revenge. I 
have answered your important questions, ac- 
cording to the opinions of our most learned 
rabbins, and command you to receive them 
under pain of being accursed. 

As you desire to have a representation of 
the greatness of Go d, attend to what the rabbin 
^nnael says upon that subject '' The Arch 
Prince of the universe has thus spoken of it. 
The palace of the readence of Jehovah is one 
hundred: and dghteen thousand times ten 
thousand miles in height, and its extent one 
hundred and thirty-six thousand times ten 
^ousand nules. From one of his eyes to the 
other, is reckoned thirty times ten thousand 
miles. From lus right to his left hand are 
seventyHux thousand thnes ten thousand nules. 
His skull is three times ten thousand nules in 
leqgtii, and die same in breadtiL The crown 
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of his head measures sixty times ten thousand 
miles. The soles of the feet of the King of 
Kings extend to thirty thousand miles * We 
are thus told hy the rabbin Akiwa, in page 24, 
^ that the whole of God's majesty is in height 
twice thirty-six thousand times ten thousand 
miles.*" Do not, however, you ignorant crear 
tures, imagine that these miles are the same as 
ours: the miles of the Heavenly King are ten 
thousand times ten thousand ells in length, and 
each ell is four feet. In the book Osmd we 
read, ^'that the court and the dependants id 
Jehovah are adapted to his dimensions. His 
attendants are 360,000 angels, and 10,000 
seraphim ; that 36,000 of the former wait 
daily in their turn.'' Thus your inquiries are 
fiilly answered : receive the words of rabbux 
Ismael and rabbin Akiwa, and be silent* I 
proceed, and express my surprise that you ask 
me how God is maintained. Do you want 
good commentators on the Talmud, or do you 
want understanding to comprehend them? 
for it isdistinctly treated of in the Dissertation 
on the Talmud, in Arodosini, page 3. • 
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; Rabbin Jehtida asserts that the day IS divided 
into twdye hours. In the first three, God nts 
and studies the kw ; in the next three he 
rules die world ; in the next he eats; and in 
Ifae last three he rests Imnself, and rehaes by 
playing with Leviathan. I must, however, 
observe to you, that with regard to the last 
Idunee hours, rabbin Ephraim, in die third sec- 
^on d lus Commentaries, states an opinion 
different firom that of the other rabbins. He 
bxpressly maintains, that in the last three hours 
God employs Umself in teaching the boys to 
read. As I have attempted to reoondle these 
diflferent ojmiions, I do it thus. If on the 
Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 
God amuses himself by playing with Leviathan, 
he may teadi the boys to read on the Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. As to what regards 
Leviathan, the Talmud says, '^ that when an 
imgel brought to God the news of the de^ 
stroction of Jerusalem, he was so much vexed 
'at it, that, to dissipate His grief, he went to 
Rqa, and continued a long tune there, walk-^ 
i^g bodcward and finrwaid. Before the over^ 
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throw of the Temple it was his great pleasure 
to play with Leviathan, but now he never or 
very rarely so indulges. He does, however, 
relax in reading the Talmud and in disputing 
with departed spirits about their faith.** 

You wish to know if the dead after their 
decease eat and read. The following passage 
in the Talmud gives the best answer. '' Once 
on a time, a certain rabbin took a walk to Ti- 
berias, and on the road met Elias, who said 
* God has sent me from heaven to earth es- 
specially that you may be able to decide a 
weighty question concerning which we are not 
agreed in heaven. It regards the inquiry 
whether after death the souls eat and read?" 
The rabbin after some consideration said, ^In 
the Song of Solomon it is thus written. Chap- 
ter V. verse 1. I come into my garden my 
sister my spouse ; I have gathered my myrrh 
with my spice ; I have eaten my honeycomb 
with my honey ; I have drunk my wine with 
my milk. Eat, O fnends i . drink, yea drink 
abundantly,0 beloved."* We read further, in 
the Talmud, that a Jew once, passing through 

L 
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'm barying-ground saw with his own eyes that 
I the dead were ntting about him on the tomb- 
i«taiie8» and were diligently employed in read* 

You are not the first who have proposed 

. qtiestions as to how the earthquakes are pro* 

' duced. I will therefore answer you with 

i'the words which the rabbin replied to the same 

question. ^' When God looks down on the 

jdwelling-places of the heathens, when he sees 

how peaceably and commodiously they enjoy 

their lives, whilst His holy temple is over- 

turned, and the earth in the hands of the un- 

^belieyers ; He htffsiB to be so filled with grief 

that the earth is affirighted and trembles. At 

,,the moment that God thinks of the condition 

of His people He suffers two large drops of 

tears to fiill into die ocean, when so powerful 

^'a shock is thereby produced, that it is heard 

I and fislt firom one end of the earth to the 

'>odier.* 

Yon ask if it is permitted to dieat.ihe Chris- 
tians Y Can you doubt <^ that, that you in« 
quire of me f Has not the question been 
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solved thousands of times by out learned com- 
mentators and doctors, in their various writ- 
ings ? It is, however, in the Talmud, in the 
treatise Me^a, page 13, thus written :— 
'' It is allowed to the Jew to deceive a Chris- 
tian; b e thou pure jpwards the p ure, but 
wickecT towards the wicked .'* Again, in the 
Book Zoar-hammor, page 129, ^We know 
that we are in captivity to the Edomites, but 
we are also persuaded that the God of Israel 
looks down upon us Jews, and wiU burst 
asunder our fetters.*" Then agam, read what 
is said in the Commentary of Rabbin Moche- 
bar Majemon on the Talmudist Dissertation 
Sanchedim, page 121. ^^ With^regard to all 
who are undrcumdsed and E^evej^o^ the 
prophete, we are bound not only to defraud then^ 
but to beat them. When we have the pow^, we 
may foot them out ; when we have it not, we 
may, by cunmng, prepare and further their 
ruin. If ihou seest a Goj fall into a well or 
pit, and a ladder is at hand, take it away and 
say, I will call my son to help me, and wiU 
bring ihe ladder in a moment ; but do it not.*^ 

l2 
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pin wbort. Rabbin Levi Ben Genon, m his 
IXssertation on the 5th Book of Moses, main- 

^ tains ^ that it is not merely the _pnvilege or*| 
t he Jews to cheat the Christians, but that it | 
jg their dut y so to do.* ^ 

' The main hope oiP our greatness and power 
im earth is founded on our preparing the way 
by destroying the Gojim root and branch. 
An the countries of Ae world are to obey the 
Jefws ; and in the proportion that we strive to - 

^ attain this power, will our object be sooner or 
later accomplished. With what unspeakable 
joy do I see, with what indescribable feelings 
must you remark, that in thb accursed Poland 
our pec^le have increased like the sand on the 
shores of the sea, and already cover the whole 

' fiioeofthelandl Look at Brody, at Berdits- 
chew, at Wihia. You will rarely see a Goj 
there, an are in Peysacks V 

In Warsaw, where we were forbidden to 
teaSehdote 1788, llbere are to be found 

* The JewB in Poland are generally dreeeed in long 
black Solving gannent^ ealled in the patois tl^ 
F^andu 
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80^000 Jews. Look at all the towns and even 
villages of Poland ! There is hardly a angle 
Goj to he seen in the suhurbs. The squares 
and principal streets are occupied by us. Thus 
you see how the fiilfihnent is approaching 
which is written in the fifth Book of Moses, 
Chapter v. '' The God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob shall give thee great and goodly 
cities, which thou buildest not, and houses 
filled with all good ihmgs that thou fiUedst 
not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst 
npt, vineyards and olive trees, which thou 
plantedst not, and thou shalt eat and be fuU.'' 
You see thus, how advantageous it is to be 
tibe chosen people of God. If we cgniinue to 
make the same advances, as I trust we shall, 
it will not be long before the whole earth will 
be our possession. 

Upon you, upon yourselves, and upon your 
sacred exertions it depends, to extirpate the 
accursed ii^iabitantsof the earth, andtobecome 
the masters of it altogether. In so glorious 
an object, suffer no weariness nor obstacles to 
impede you in the pursuit. 
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Never presume to appeal to the courts of 
law of die Gojim ; for we read in the book 
Schuhelim thus : '^ No unbeliever shall judge 
the diosen people. Whatever Israelite shall 
presume to complain before the Gojim, shall 
be regarded as a widced apostate, and the 
dden may put him under the Ban till he 
vrathdraws his cause from the infidel, andbrings 
it before his bdievmg brethren.* It is also 
found in the Talmud, '' that the Heathen can 

^ exerdse no judgment, because they are not in 
possesdon <^ the real truth.* 

To your dghth question: ^ Where was 
God when his people were in captivity I* 
the Rabbin Monchem £^ves an answer in his 
exposition of the five books of Moses, in the 

^ following manner : '' God was so distressed at 
the scattering d the people of Israel, that he 
resolved, like his people, to withdraw into 
banishment.* If you read the Talmud with 
attention, you will see that it has precedence 

I of the Bible. In the treatise Ban Mezada, 
aie these words, '' Those who read the Bible, 
do that which is not so good as those perfonn,* 
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who read the virtue-filled Mischna ; but th^ 
who read the highest virtue-filled Gemaray 
merit thereby the greatest prdse and reward. 
The Bible is water, the Mischna is wine, but 
the Gemara is wine perfected by sugar and 
spices.*" Rabbin Solomon Jarchi says in his 
translation of the Talmud GraviarGittm, 
^' Thou shalt regard it more than the law of 
Moses, and even so highly as to become a 
blind follower of the Rabbins, though they 
should say that thy right is thy left, or thy 
left hand thy right* Another says, ^He 
who has begun the reading of the Talmud, 
will never turn back again to the Bible; if he 
were to do so, he would never after find either 
tranquillity or happiness.* 

Know then, what I could prove by a hun- 
dred thousand passages, that the Talmud is 
the foundation-stone of the moral^dignitg of 
the Jews. It is our unassailable constitution. ^ 
It is that which nourishes in us the everlast- 
fidg contempt and hatred, which we fed to 
those uncircumdsed people who are rejected 
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of God, and an abomination in his right The 
Mischna and the Gemara are portimis of the 
Talmud. Attend to what Moses Maimo- 
mdes says : '^ I, Moses Maimonides Hispani- 
ens, have fished this Mischna out of the sea of 
the Tahnud. I lay it at your feet, thb Sap- 
phire of Toripta, whidi I have covered with 
gold and set in rilver.* Let us then hold 
fiist by the Tahnud: without it, we should have 
been ahnost Christians, and have adopted all 

( dieir wild and foolish opinions. 

You thus see how gracious I am, in conde* 
scending to honour your questions with such' 
extended communications. Consider whether 
yoa have deserved this from my hands. Jan- 
kid was thrown down by a wicked one, and 

^ die yet fives! Were she now to oflkr me her 
hand, I would reject it with disdain. 

With respect to your twelfth question, the 
drinking water, I reply in the words of Pera- 
dmn, who says, ^ The Jew must drink' no 

^ water ona Wednesday or a Friday mght,but 
if, from harii^ eaten for his supper some 
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peppered pike, he should fed an intolerable 
thirst, he may take up the water jug, and say, 
* My mother told me to take care of Snfinii, 
friruri, riri, ri,* and then he may drink.* 

JTANXIBIn 
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LETTER XVIII. 



8ARAH TO RACHEL. 



Tcodjii, ISth Sivan. 

Mt dear friend, the confidante of my in- 
most thoughts and feeling, and the faithful 
sharer of all my griefr ! I am persuaded that 
a painful uneanness must have visited you, at 
hearing that I had suddenly disappeared from 
my fiither^s house. I will not then wound 
' your feeling heart, by a minute representation 
of what I endured on my journey, or of all 
that I suffer in this place. I scarcely know 
how I have lived through my various suffer- 
ings. It was with great surprise that, in the 
middle of the night, when scarcely recovered 
finom an almost mortal nckness, I was awakened, 
and ordered instantly to get up, and go into 
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the vehide that wuted for me. My mother 
was kept ignorant of this dreadfiil removal, or 
her tears and her despur might have interrapt- 
ed the proceeding ; but she lay in the arms of 
deep sleep, whilst her mifortunate daughter 
was delivered up a prey to cruelty. 

As I was led out of my chamber full of ter- 
ror, instead of my mother, I met the fimatical 
Diana, the sister of our rabbin, in a doak and 
a cap strewed with ashes, who, with my father, 
(the first time I had seen him since the un- 
fortunate occurrence,) approadied me. '^Make 
haste," he said ; *^ you must travel with Diana; 
perhaps the journey, and your rendence in the 
house of the pious, may recover you from your 
heathenism; butif not, you shall pay for your 
heresy with your life.** As he said this, 
Diana threw a doak over me, and scarcdy 
allowing me time to tie up a small bundle of 
necessary dothing, she sdzed me by the 
hand and drew me to the carriage, while I 
was so frightened and weak that it was neces- 
sary to lift me into it It was an hour-past 
midnight, a small* lantern gave some light 
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anudrt the darkness. We drove away, whilst 
I was bitterly weepmg that I had seen neither 
my mother nor you. The mombg dawned 
Boon after we had left the dty; but though 
nature was iDununated by the rinng sun, my 
heart was in dark anguish. At length Diana 
b^gan to make her coarse voice heard, not to 
administer comfort, but to vent reproaches. 
I was too much lost in thinking of my mother, 
of you, and of my devoted Levi, to attend 
much to her words ; but she spoke of my 
heresy* of my rgection of Jankiel, and enlarged 
upon the wisdom of the Talmud. My rilence 
was treated as obstinacy, and drew upon me a 
furious storm. 

The expenses of the journey could have been 
to my fiither but trifling, as our halts were dther 
<m the heaths or in a meadow, where Diana 
ordered the horses to be taken out; and whilst 
the poor creatures were picking a little grass, 
ahe ate a small piece of bread with some hard 
cheese: as fixr me, who was both ill and ex- 
hausted, she allowed me a glass of milk and 
a*small;cake, whidi was my whole nourishr 
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ment through the day. We came at length 
to a poor little town^ and drove to a very 
indifferent public-house. Diana gave the 
master of it a note from my fitther, and a 
purse of money^ and then had a long con- 
versation ivith him in another room. After 
the conference, he came to me and said, '^ I 
have a horrible account of you, but I flatter 
myself you will amend.* Some sour soup, 
smoked fish,and buck-wheat gruel were served ; 
and as soon as Diana and the horses were 
sufficiently refreshed, she agam set off, recdv- 
ing only a nod from the host by way of fare- 
well. 

I had lime to observe, in the course of the 
day, that the people of the inn, and even the 
children, as they appeared before me without 
speaking a word, seemed to look down upon 
me with contemptuous disdain. These re- 
marks, as well as the language of the domes-; 
tics, gave me to understand that I had reach- 
ed the house of Aaron, the preddent of the 
elders of the Cabalists. I learned also, that 
the wretched town where I was, betonged to a 
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oertaiii count who resided in an undent loAy 
casde in tlie neighbourhood. 

I was shewn to my chamber, where a bed 
bjr mine was phiced for the host*s daughter. 
Both were as abominably filthy as though 
they had not been washed for a year. I was 
firightened and mck at the sight of mine, and 
threw it away, preferring rather to sleep on 
the bare boards, than on it. As I awoke the 
next morning at day-break, I met Aaron with 
a large button on his forehead, saying lus pray- 
ers, with many bowings of the ,head. When 
he had ended, and had kissed the bandage of 
Ae law, he motioned to me to approach him. 
He instantly drew off my shoe, looked into it, 
and then ordered me to take some liquid more 
abominable than ropy wine, and to uttjcr, for 
more than a quarter of an hour, a series of 
barbarous and unmtelligiUe words. It ap- 
peared to me to be scnne formula of conju- 
ration, or something (o remove firom me the 
curse that had been imposed. He presently 
went to his own room, where I was called to 
attendhiuL I found bun seated behind a table 
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covered with a number of large books. He 

desired me to sit down oppodte to bim, and 

began speaking in tbis manner : '^ Unworthy 

Sarah! the letter from your fittber Moses, and 

the intelligence brought by travellers, have 

discovered all the perverseness of your souL 

Through your apostasy, you have o£fended 

the whole people of Israel, and even the Lord 

himself, in the person of his prophet JankieL 

In former times, sinners, instead of being 

pronounced accursed, were stoned; but your 

father exercises great reflection and charity, 

from not having quite lost all hope that 

you may yet be brought back to the right 

path. With this hope, he has removed you 

from a place where the backslider. Abraham 

only strives to protect the Gojim from our 

just vengeance, where his daughter Radiel 

lives, and where a thousand opportunities offer 

formaintainingaeorrespondence, by letter, with 

the accursed Levi, all of whidi tends to harden 

your blindness of heart Such are his reasons for 

removing you; and he has placed you under 

my wings, in thb solitary place, as in a desert. 
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vibem, as onoe among palms and oedon, the 
Talmud, the Mifldbna, and the Gemara, may 
bloom in all their beauty. There**, said he, 
pointing to the^books, '^ are the wisdom of 
holmess, compared with whidi all that the 
Ckgim have conceived are only ally nonsense. 
These books I shall read to you, and expldn, 
during four wedcs, and you must attend and 
learn in nlence. After that period you shall 
be firee from tlus observance ; but upon your 
profiting by it, will depend your salvation or 
damnati<m. Hunk seriously of the important 
words, everlasting damnation ; and now, with 
aU your power of attention, hearken and be 
obedient"* 

Upon tins he b^;an to read the Tahnud, 
"with its commentaries, both the Jerusalem and 
€be Babylomsh, and to compare one with tiie 
other; iand at last ended by giving the pre* 
ference to the latter of the two./ He con- 
tinued to read and to expound for three hours; 
biit not a word could J understand from the 
whde lecture. My profound silence, how- 
ever, seemed to please him, and he was rather 
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more humane in his behaviour to your unfor- 
tunate friend. 

Two weeks have now passed over^ during 
which, for some hours daily, I have been hear- 
ing the unintelligible tales and miracles of the 
Talmud : but as my instructor, besides being 
the learned chief of the Cabalists, keeps a 
public house, I have many hours to my- 
self, which I employ in examining this colony 
of Jews ; and a most gloomy picture I must 
give of it You may imagine a tolerably 
large square, surrounded by wooden houses 
threatening every day to tumble down. About 
thirty years ago they were inhabited by Chris- 
tians ; but owing to drunkenness, usury, and 
other ^ces, they have been compelled to aban- 
don the dwelUngs of their ancestors. Some of 
them have died of drinking, whilst others have 
taken up their abode in mud cottages in the 
suburbs ; where, though they plougl^ sow, and 
reap, they drink up all the produce of their lit- 
tle farms. Tn the middle of the market-place, 
during six months of the year, there is a large 
filthy dunghill, where many a shoe and slip- 

M 
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per is left behmd to rot, bjr those who pass 
over it Near to this is the counol-house, a 
wooden buildbg over which is the prison ; and 
1idow» a number of small booths or stalls, on 
which are to be seen small stocks of needles, 
thread, twine, wooden shoes, afew scythes and 
axes, and some ropes and other small wares. 
Craijr pilhrs surround the houses, and sup- 
port a pent-house, under which sit our sis- 
ters, the poor Jewesses, from morning to night, 
selling a little bread, lumps of salt, and oUier 
necessaries, by which they scarcely earn four 
fitrihings a day, and many would be glad to 
gain two fiurthings. It is not to be wondered 
at, that they should be covered with rags, and 
afflicted with poverty and misery. 1£ they 
would employ themselves in sewing, stitching, 
and knitting, or any other useful business, they 
nught get mudi more, and live ma better way; 
tmt they would rather enjoy poverty with idle- 
ness, than become prosperous and comfortable 
fay die practice of industry. This cannot, how- 
ever, be allowed tocmtinue; and I have heard 
diat die present youthful proprietor contem- 
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plates a complete clumge. Those Jews who are 
handicraftsmen^ may now become permanent 
inhabitants, but only in the outskirts. The 
proprietor will buy land to build upon^ and in- 
tends to erect new buildings for manufacturers 
and workmen. He is also buying up the small 
farms of the Christians, that they may be induc- 
ed to turn tomanufacturers, and other brandies 
of useful industry; and thus he says they will 
abandon drunkenness and idleness, and be led 
towards improvement and prosperity. Whilst 
the females of our nation are sitting thus, 
chattering in idleness the whole day, their hus- 
bands are at home selling beer and sfurits, or 
they are about m the villages, spying among 
the peasants, and learning how much hay and 
com, and what cattle and poultry each oi 
them has ; till by persuasion, misrepresent- 
ation, and trickery, all their savings and all thdr 
stock become transferred to the public-house. 
They know well how to work upon the self-bve 
of these children of nature. They help them in 
their difficulties, and advance them money at 
most exorbitant interest, whcsn they need it, to 

M 2 
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pay their rent and taxes. The Lord have 
mercy upon such as once come under the 
power of their double-pointed chalk I But 
what becomes of that which is thus gained 
from the health and labour of these unfortu- 
nate peasants ? It vanishes among the Elders 
of the Cabalists, and often in transoent and 
deodtful speculations. 

It is melancholy to be obliged to state these 
things; but if the lives of the Israelites are 
thus passed in idleness and deceit, it must 
be attributed to the blindness in which they 
are held by their Elders. If instead of their ~ 
Talmudic follies, they would instruct the 
people in higher objects, would encourage 
them to work in those mechanical or manufac- 
turing employments which confer comfort and 
respectability, the happiness of the Jews would 
be promoted, and the degradation and con- 
tenipt in which they now exist, would be eon- 
nderably though gradually diminished. 

You may see, my dear Rachel, that I am 
xiot altogether an ^^tist. My own misery 
juotd sorrows do not render me mcapable of ex- 
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ercUing sympathy towards tho wretched fate 
of my fellow-believers. When will that great 
Prophet appear, who by hb wisdom and elo- 
quence will victoriously convince our people 
that those have no pity towards them, who de- 
liver them over as a prey to their Elders, who 
will point out to the chosen people the way in 
which they should walk, if they desire to re- 
main no longer in the darkness, contempt, 
and depression in which they are at present 
involved ? But why do I dwell on such sub- 
jects ! It is not for me to bring about a pur- 
pose which the wisdom of the wise, and the 
power of the nughty, though exercised with 
firmness and discretion, have &iled to effect 
My only concern, all that I can indulge tlie 
hope of, is, that I myself maybe able to resist 
the current, and be united to the object of my 
afiections. 

I send this letter by a venerable and upright 
Carrarite *, who feels for my sufferings, and 

* The Camrites are a Jewish seet, icattered in man j 
parts of the east of Europe, but no where numerous^ 
who differ in a great degree from the Rabbinical Je^vs, 
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assures me of his support I conjure yon give, 

and are treated bf them with greater eontempt and 
arenioa than is ezereiaed towards CSinstiaiis. The 
Rahbinists affirm^ that many things were ofallj delifcred 
to Mooes oa Mount Sinai, besides those whieh are re* 
coided in the aaered books. This the Canraiites either 
den J, or at least deny die traditions of their opponents 
to hare been so delirered. The Rabbinists assert that 
many ports of the hw require expositimiSy which can 
only be drewn fiom the books of the Cabala; whereas, 
the CSarrarites maintain, that the sole interpretation of 
the law is to be drewn firom the law itself. The Rab« 
Innists hold that they hare a power to make alterations 
in the written law, and that soch altemtions are of equal 
authority with the original precepts; whereas their 
opponents maintain, in the words of Moses, that it is 
ftrfaidden '' to add to or diminish" what that lawgirer 
has prescribed. Such are the principal points of dif- 
ference; but thqr usea different calendar for regulating 
the observance of the Passorer, the Pentecost, and the 
Feast of Tabemades. They obsenrethe Sabbath with 
modi more strictness, extend the degrees of prohibited 
affinity in marriages htjimd the Rabbinists, and only 
allow of diTorces in esses of adultery or other enormous 
offences. They hare sereral monastic kinds of communis 
ties^ but do not enjoin celibacy to the individuals who 
compowthem. They fure represented as a simple^ moral, 
boMSsI^ and industrious dass of Jews. 
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as speedfly as posable, intdligence of yourself^^ 
of your respectable father, and of my LevL 
What can be his fate ? Does the ban still op- 
press him? I shudder for him. It often appears 
to me as if I saw him before me as a bleeding 
offering to the fury of fanaddsm. Has Jan- 
kiel, that abominable raving creature, con- 
tinued irreconcileable to this time ? My whcde 
hope now rests on Tenczyn, the noble fiiend 
of Levi. If you know where Levi is, and 
have it in your power to do so, pray commu- 
nicate this letter to him. If Providence should 
not soon relieve me from the despwr in 
which I am pliuiged, you may perhaps never 
more behold your friend. Two weeks are 
already past ; in two more my fate will be 
decided. Of all the numerous books, and 
the incompriehennble things which Aaron has 
read and expounded, I have understood 
nothing and retained nothing. How shall 
I act when my examination commences? 
On the result of it my sentence will depend, 
the thought of it haunts me by day, and 
destroys my nightly rest Yet I will not 
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grieve, for though I should be made a sacri- 
fice to furious fenatidsm, I shall ever retttn 
the love of my dear mother, of my beloved 
Levi, of you my dear Radiel, and of your 
esoeOent fiither. FarewelL 

SARAH. 
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LETTER XIX. 

ABRAHAM TO LEVI. 

29th8ivan. 

It has been my wish for a long time to be- 
come acquainted with you, but it b painful to 
begin an acquaintance and correspondence 
under such gloomy drcumstances. The more 
wicked the persecution to which you and 
your Sarah are exposed, the more is it the 
duty of every upright man to aid you; if not by 
defending you, at least by offering consolation. 
We have obtained no knowledge hitherto of 
your young friend Sarah ; yet I have ndther 
doubt nor fear but that He who watches over 
innocence, who delivered Daniel from the 
lions' den, will protect her whom you love with 
such sincere affection. I am glad you have 
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retired to a reduse place, and have found it 
finee firom annoyance. I advise you to remain 
there till you obtun mtelligence, as you may 
otherwise involve yourself and Sarah in greater 
soflferings. Your misfortunes have given 
me much pain, to say nothing of that which 
arises fix>m viewing the elders of our own nap 
tion, as the duef authors of them. Nothing 
but your firm adherence to your fiiith, could 
have supported you under the monstrous in- 
juries you have sustained. As you have suf- 
fered for having been the defender of our op- 
pressed brethren, you share the glory of those 
who have been repaid with hatred for zeal 
in their service. It is honourable to be an inno- 
cent sufferer in the pursuit of a generous object 
I am not surprised at the doubts and hesi- 
tation you feel, as to the many usurpations and 
the ill-spent imposts of our Elders, or at the 
authority of the Talmud and its Cabalistical 
commentators. Such doubts discover an en- 
ligbtened understanding and a pure conscience. 
Am jwl deriro to know fix»n me what has been 
the source of the error concerning the Talmud, 



OR THE JEWISH LOVERS. 171 

and especially thnt of its supposed superiority 
to the sacred scriptures, I will try to describe 
it with as much brevity as posdble. ^ 

The most ancient of all the written histories 
of the human race, of thdr deeds and condi- 
tion, is undoubtedly that of the people of ^ 
Israel: a people to whom God himself 
was both leader and lawgiver— for whom 
the sea was divided, and the stony rocks 
poured forth fountains of water — ^whose food 
descended on them from heaven — ^for whom 
angels from above fought— ond whom all na* 
turo cheerfully obeyed,— in short a people, 
who, through a course of many centuries, 
though surrounded with numerous Heathen 
nations, bore constant testimony to the esust- 
ence of one God alone. It is not wonderful 
that such a people should think themselves 
exalted fiur above all others. Moses, the first 
of all instructors and legislators, denred to 
raise hb people above the fate which had 
ruined other nations, by communicating to 
them firmness and perseverance in thdr adhe- 
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lenoe to such institutions, as should keep them 
a cEstinct nation from all others. These in- 
stitutions were peculiarly appropriate to the 
time, to the situation, and the drcumstanoes of 
the people for whom they were prescribed. It 
was not his derign that the Children of Israel, 
when freed from their misery, after wander- 
ing forty years in the wilderness, should mix 
themselves up with the Heathens, and adopt 

, their morals and principles. He desired that 
they should continue a distinct and holy 
people, that strangers should be extirpated^ 
and thdr country be possessed by Jews alone. 
Thdr bounds were marked out by God him- 
self, and extended from Lebanon and the Eu- 

, ^urates to the sea ; and He commanded them 
to keep His commandments in the land whidi 
He had bestowed upon them, so that He alone 
should be thdr Lord. Hereupon, as I have 
before observed, Moses delivered such laws as 
were adapted to th^ situation. But these 
wanderers of the desert adhered not to the 
law delivered to them. We find even during 
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the life of Moses much obstinacy, and an un- 
bridled inclination to Heathenism was mani- 
fested, by their makmg objects of idolatrous 
worship. After the death of Moses, the seven- 
ty-two interpreters collected his doctrines; 
but they added to them some, withdrew others, 
and confused several, by which the pure Mosaic 
opinions must have been obscured* And we 
read accordingly, in the tenth chapter of 
Judges, '* that the children of Israel did evil 
in the sight of the Lord.*" They served Baal 
and Ashtaroth, the deities of the Syrians and 
Moabites, and even the gods of the Philistines, 
whom God had commanded they should not 
serve*. Their hearts became hardened m 
their apostasy. The siege of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnazar, and the captivity in Babylon, 
had the most corrupting influence on the purity 

* The greater part of the kings, both of Israel and 
6f Judah, senred strange gods. Under Josiah, as he 
cleared out the Temple, the book of the hiws of Moees 
was found by Hilkiah the priest, and was delivered to 
thekingy who was much struck with the threatenings it 
contained. 
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of the Mosaic doctrines, and on the laws. The 
original writings discovered by HQkiah, were 
lefarenched, added to, and the order of the 
events disphioed* From the long residence 
amongst, and agreat intercourse with strange 
people, all the frightful prejudices, all the fan- 
ciful dreams of our rabUns, were introduced 
into the sacred books. We leam from the 
second Book of Chronicles, Chapter xxxvi, 
verse 17, '' that the king slew the young men 
with the sword in the house of the sanctuary, 
and had no compasrion upon young man or 
maiden, old man or him that stooped for age. 
And all the vessels of gold, and the treasures 
c^the house of the Lord, and of the king and 
an the princes, these he brought all to Baby- 
lon; and they burnt the house of God, and 
brake down the walls of Jerusalem, and burnt 
all the palaces thereof with fire." 

During the seventy years that this captivity 
lasted, only a few old men survived who had 
retained any recollection of the laws of Moses. 
Esdras collected, as fiur as was posriUe, the 
doctrines of Moses ; but they were mingled 
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with too many principles which were foreign 
to them^ and some of them may be traced to 
Zoroaster. The existence of the three sects 
of the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and Essenes, 
each of wliich give a different interpretation of 
the word of God, abundantly prove this. 
HiUel and Schamai, a Utde before the time of 
Vespasian, had a school. The Rabbi Jonar 
than Sillai, a pupil of Hillel, exalts his master 
by saying, '^ If every tree were a pen, and the 
whole ocean ink, I should not be able to de- 
scribe the wisdom I have received from Hillel."[ 
What extravagant expressions ! How well do 
they paint the fanaticism of sectarianism! It 
was not, however, long, before this blind zeal 
drew down on the people a punishment from 
Heaven, by the destruction of Jerusalem under 
the Roman chief, Titus. Read the work of Fla- 
vins Josephus, and you will behold the noble 
firmness and perseverance of the Israelites on 
one ade, and on the other the melancholy truth, 
that raving enthusiasm and blind obstinaqr 
predpitated the rum of the most flourishing 
people in the world. The last aeg^ and cap- 
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tare of JeniBalem will erer be memorable in 
the history of mankind. How violent was the 
exasperation between the two sects of the be- 
fieversf What firmness and obstinacy in each 
party, who preferred death and the destruc- 
tion of the whole nation to yielding up the 
smallest particle of thrir different opinions ! 
At that time, there fell, by famine and the 
sword, more than a million of the Jews. One 
part of the people were left as food for the ' 
wfld beasts of the field, whilst some were kept 
*alive to grace the triumph of the victor; but 
that which above all moved the grief of the 
Israelites, was the destruction of that |;em- 
ple which had been erected by their own mo- 
narchs at so great an expense. Its glory has 
been described by the author already named ; 
I find the description among my papers, and 
said it to you. You will weep as a true 
Israelite, and compare our former greatness 
mth the degraded state to which the blind- 
ness and errors of our Elders have reduced 
us. 
Under Hadrian, the Jews were once more 
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excited to a contest*. Bar Cocbef announced 
himseif as the Mesnas, but in the sequel 
580,000 of our nation were destroyed, and 
the name of Jerusalem was changed fer that 
of Elia. The emperor Julian, usually called 
the Apostate, in his ambition for future fame, 
ordered the Temple of Solomon to be rebuilt 
But the fathers of the Christian Church, as 
well as the contemporary author Ammianus 
Marcellinus, assert that a fire, which burst 
forth fix)m the ground, suspended the opera- 
tion at its commencement. 

* Aboat fifty years after the destrnetum of JeraMlem, 
when the great body of the Jewi held the opinioii that 
the time far the appearance of their Messias had anriTed, 
there aroae this man, who annoonoed himself in that 
character, and called himself Bar Coehef, or the '' Son of 
a Star.** He was acknowledged by numbers of his 
people, who became his ftUowers, declared him their 
long, and made war upon the Romany many of wh«n 
were destroyed, bodi in Greece and an Africa. His 
power continued betwixt three and fiNir yearly when the 
▼ery people who had supported him proclaimed him an 
impostor, and gave him the name Bar Cosifi^ or the 
"« Son of a Lie." 

K 
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I flhouldbe too difiiinve if I were to narrate 
what has been thefisite of our nation nnde that 
period. We have been scattered over all 
conntiies, have never been united as one peo- 

^ pie, nor «ven possessed a dwelling-place of 
our own* 

Dispersed as we have been over the whole 
world— persecuted first by the Heathens, and 
flien bj the Christians in Germany, France, 
Spun, and England— -scorched, plmiged into 
rivers, hunted, we have at last fo und in Poland 
a lone, safety and protection. Why do we not 
enjoy the greater fireedom and happiness 
offered to us here? Why does not some 
Esdras arise, to avail himself of that fitvour 
whidi our beautiful Esther found in the nght 
of Idng Casimir, to restore the law of li^oses 
to its primitive purity, and to adapt it by his 
irisdom to the changes of times and circum* 
stances? Then might the miserable errors of 

' man have yielded to ihe word of God. 

In ihe three hundred and dghth year alter 
the destruction of Jerusalem, Rabbin Jonathan 
wrote the Jerusalem Talmud, and one hundrtod* 
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years later Rabbin Ase published the Babylo- 
nian Talmud. Thdr pupils joined to these 
the Mischna and Gemara. In the beginning 
of the thirteenth century, Moses Maimonides 
prepared extracts bom the whole, which, under 
the title of Jadchasahach, contain the traditions 
of the ^drcumcised. From thence the dreams 
of our learned men, and the commentaries of 
our Cabalists, who, by omitting some passages, 
and by detachmg others from their connection, 
communicated as religious,)moral, and political 
institutions, the fimdes of their own imaginap 
tion. How far these have deviated from sound 
common sense, is shown in a manner suf- 
fidentiy dear, by the childish, insane, and even 
blasphemous and. confused frtUes they contain. 
Some of the writers were entrapped into the 
belief of the wild opinions; others, however^ 
saw the folly of them: but from motives of 
self interest, contributed to preserve those fim* 
des in the minds of tiie blind multitude. 

It was tiie wish of these latter^ that ^ 
more umnformed of .tiie Jewsishould become 
bewildered;in the* obscurity of «ibe Tahnud,'aU 

N 2 
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deep reflection should be prevented, and the 
people made to depend wholly on ihem; 
and thus our nation has been rendered torpid 
and incapable of directing its attention to any 
<tf those enlightening and useful sciences, whidi 

^might bring them nearer to the standard of 
Ihe people among whom they are scait- 
tered. 

Our rabbins and elders have chiefly busied 
themsdves in endeavouring to ezdude from 
our youth all sudi information as might 
leach them, and in propagating among. our 

) young people such degrading views and prin- 
dples as were most &vourable to thdr own 
influence. Even at three years of age our diil* 
dren's heads are fiUed with stories of ghosts and 
apparitions. At four years the idea of a God 
is imparted to them, and at the same time it 
IS inculcated that the Jews alone are His 
people, and that all otiiers are despicable and 
accursed. At five years the boy is sent to a 
sdioo], where he reads the books of Moses; but 
he learns at the same time tiie ctnnmentaries 
filled with esqplications of them, containing a 
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multitude of injurious prejudices. He is then 
taught Hehrew, and if he is dther stupid or 
tunid, blows are applied. His head becomes 
confused, and he learns by rote, for even the 
teacher scarcely ever understands the lan- 
guage. In his eighdi year, being without 
any knowledge of the country or the inha* 
bitants, he is taught that the Jews are 
a great nation, and the Christians are to 
be hated, because they stand in the way of 
the Jews— do not adhere to the traditioniB of 
the dders— eat swine's flesh — do not observe 
the sabbath— and above all, are not circum- 
cised. Early in the morning the pupil must 
wash his hands, not for purposes of deanliness, 
but to drive away the unclean spirits, who, 
during the night, fix themselves on the naib 
of his fingers. When he passes by a diurch 
and hears the sound of the organ or the sing- 
ing, he must stop his ears lest sudi sounds 
should pdlute his soul ; and in this way he 
becomes persuaded, that whoever is not a 
Jew, is worse than a demon. In the same 
year he hefpoB to learn the Tahnud, and is^ 
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though a child, lectured on marriages and di* 
Torces, on the cleanness and undeanness of 
fenaleSy and of the wars of animals. These 
lesscms are continued from morning to night, 
are. often accompanied by chastisement, sudi 

^ ^ as may poison in the spring of life the minds 
of the young. As thev years increase, the 
education proceeds, and^^ parent perceires 
his son t o be a diligent student, all his care 
i md ambition are directed to make him a 

' dgstingn ished TalDjj|^|i^jB^^ and a rabbin, 
in order that h e may by j ]^le^^ many adva i^ / 
t^Keo^^ 

In the twelfth year a prl of ten is brought 
to him, and he is ordered to marry her. After 
the ceremony he continues still a pupil, and at 
ki^fth becomes either a rabbin or a tradesman^ 
or what is much more common, a mere idle 
loiterer. Except tibe most simple rules of 
arithmetic, he has been taught little that sodal 
life requires, and learnt only prqudices, ab* 
sttidilaesy and onextinguishable animodty. 
Li F^nom sudi an education, followed by such 
Ignorance, by sudi stiqpid Umdness, springs 
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that superstition of our people^ wUch makes 
them eager in expecting miracles which may 
flatter their passions, and from which they 
promise themsdves durable happiness and 
rapture. Hence have arisen among us so 
many Messiahs, so many workers of miradeif, 
and so many sanctimonious deceivers. You 
have heard of Bar Cochef, the &Ise Messiah of 
Candia, in the time of the emperor Theodosius, 
and of David Siroi, in the reign of the em- 
peror Henry the First ; but still more extra- 
ordinary is the history of Sabathia Zevi *, who 
appeared as the Messiah in the year 1666. 
From all these narratives, you may readily 

* Mr. Millman^ in his History of the Jews^ Vol. IIL, 
p. 381^ has given a full and interesting account of this 
pretended Messias* Niemcaewiea rehtes the principal 
iact^, but in a much more abridged form* He states thftt 
the general expectation of the Jewi^ vr}aek prepared fbn 
way %r the first success of this impostor^ was created 
\j some Christian writers^ who^ in their expositions of 
the fiook of Rerelations, had discovered^ orfimdedihey 
had discovered^ that in the year 1666 some most eztnU 
ordinary transactions were to be effected^ by th^ ap- 
peaiaoc0«£ap0raoo«fdi«iiiAqni9Ul^^ /. •^'-'^' 
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the lenty with which a deluded people, 
ifrho imbibe the most absurd follies with the 
mother^s milk, may oontinue to be the dupes 
of decdvers. No greater ignorance is, or erer 
has been shown in any part of the world, 
than is displayed by our fimatics and sectaries. 
The most sealous and also the most injurious 
0f our sects, is that wluch bears the name 
of the Chassidi m. It was founded in Po- 
dolia, about one hundred yean ago, in the 
town of Miendschibosch, by a rabbin named 
Israel Bad Achem. He asserted that a jew, 
one Laryl, had discovered in the library of the 
Maimonides in Egypt, in 1575, an important 
and hitherto unknown work, containing in- 
formation and truths, which led him to a 
nearer view of the AlmighQr God. Elated 
by so valuable a discovery, he b^;an to preach 
a very convenient doctrine of morals, whidi 
flattered the pasdons of mankind, and in- 
dulged his followers in all kinds of crimes and 
abominations. He maintained that he was 
fc vo ui ed with extraordinary revdations, could 
ghosts hed the diseased, make barrai 
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woxnen fruitful, and work mirades* He was 
looked upon in short, both living and dead, as 
a kind of divinity. His doctrines gained many 
adherents, especially among the young, as. 
they nourished, or at least tolerated, sensual 
indulgences; and hence in the present day, 
many adhere to them and extend thdr baneful 
influence. Even now there are some chiefi of 
this sect to whom, from Poland and from the 
provinces which once were Poland, more than 
thirty or forty Jews and Jewesses make pil- 
grimages. They believe that when one of 
their rabbins becomes a Cabalist, he thereby 
becomes a kind of Deity, that he understands 
the language of animals, of trees, and of 
flowers — ^that he can avert the inflictions of 
the demons — can determine in war who shall 
conquer and who shall be subdued— and can 
dethrone such monarchs as are un&vourable 
to the Jews : in short, that every thing yields 
to his prophetic power. The chief principle of 
the sect is, that each one who belongs to it is 
so enveloped in sanctity, that it is impossible 
he should ever lose his station by any trans- 
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gremon or hy anj criminal action whatsoever. 
The sect is so persevering and so powerful, that 
any one who should dare to esqpose its secrets, 
or pnblidj to refute theni, must make up his 
mind to sacrifice his life. If you should fver 
hear that I have been murdered, you may be 
assured that I have fitUen by their hands*. ^ 

It is the practice of this sect to gratify every 
desire^ and by that means to increase their 
devotees. They often assemble with ih&x 
rabbins. The most highnmisoned dishes, the 
most inflammatory liquors, ezdte the p^ssiomi 
of the voluptuary. Speedies are made in 
their phrensy. Sometimes the rabbin gives 
to one of the assembly the head of a fish well 
peppered, and assures him that the soul of his 
departed fiither dwells m the fish. Sometimes 
the rabbin appears in a phrensy, calls to the 
angds whom he a£fects to see, by name, groans 
dreadfully, utters prophedes of future events, 
and announces the speedy advent of the Mes* 
siah. They conrider it a great crime to speak 
any other language than the Hebrew. . Their 
numlms are on the increase. The women 
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eipedally are attached to them, and contribute 
considerable sums of money to their support. 
This sect does not disdain to borrow some 
customs from the Heathens. In the towns 
they build houses over the graves of the rab- 
his, and are accustomed in them to perform 
most absurd offerings and in the wildest man- 
ner. To convince you that I am not indulging 
m fiction, I will relate to you what happmed 
to myself in my youth and to one of the most 
eminent of the rablns of this sect. 

I was brought up, Vke other Jews, in all 
the nonsense of the Talmud, the Mischna, and 
iheGemara; but it pleased God to endue me 
with a clear understanding. I soon perceived 
that the little progress of the Polish Jews was 
owing to the sect of the Chassidim, who seduced 
our youth as well by their fimtastic represent* 
ations as by their debauched lives. . I was 
disgusted with these seducers, atid anunated 
with the desire to deliver my feUow Israelites 
from further deceit and corruptioii. Itlierefore 
resdved to tepm to one of the diief rabbii^ 
to be an eyei witness of their trickery, > and 
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tlien to disclose it publidj for the benefit of 
our whole nation. I presented myself to him 
vntii due humility, begging him to reorive a 
mmer into his nodety, and thereby to become 
ihesaviour of my souL He receiyed me gra- 
ciously, pronounced his blessing, and I was 
then imtiated into all the mysteries. My 
&elings were greatly pained when I became ao- 
quamted with the mekncholy state of those 
youths whom fimatidsm had entrapped into 
her nets. I was then m the bloom of youth, 
cheerful and bold. As soon as I became.sa- 
tisfied that the rabbi was himself a ^ctim of 
fimatidsm, and believed himself to be a lord 
over the angds and heavenly spirits, I resolved 
to discover his insanity to the whole world. 

Vnih this view I took a skin of pardmient, 
and in hieroglyphic characters wrote upon it 
a letter, whidi purposed to be the writing of 
the Rabbi Israel Baul Schem, a hundred years 
ago. It apprised the Rabbi N. N. that 
he should, in an appropriate Cabalistical pub- 
licatkm, order due preparation to be made for 
the coming of the Messiah, who would, when 
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least expected, make his appearance upon 
earth in the following year. To this was 
added, that this epistle had been entrusted 
to one who had been dead many years, who 
should have delirered it with his own hands. 
To make the matter more probable, I rubbed 
the parchment over with snuff, that it might 
look as if it had lain at least fifty years m the 
ground. I was not sparing of the names of 
angels and ghosts, such as are called all power- 
ful in the Cabala. When all was ready, I took 
an opportunity, unobserved, to slip it into the 
pocket of the ceremonial dress of the Rabbi. 
He soon found it, and as he looked on the seal 
and saw the large Hebrew letters, he was so 
terrified that he shuddered with alarm. With 
trembling anxiety he at length broke the 
seal, and before he had read more than a few 
lines his alarm was converted into inexpressi- 
ble rapture. He leaped up fix>m Us seat, ran 
like a madman up and down the apartment, 
gave orders to call together his brethren in the 
&ith, to communicate to them the sacred, the 
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long righed for intelligeiioe. The knowledge 
oi it was soon spread over the whole country, 
and was everywhere reooved with shouts of 
triumph* Preparations for the reception of 
the Messiah were instantly conunenced, and a 
band of enthusiasts nude ready to proceed to 
Palestine. They began to dispose of their 
houses and property, and the hope of soon be- 
coming masters of the world pervaded all ranks 
of the deluded people. I became aware that 
my plan had but too well succeeded, and as I 
was alarmed at the general state ci confiision, 
I went to an intelligent relative, and discover- 
ed to him the secret, and shewed him that 
the whole was my invention. He went to the 
rabbi with the real information, who was 
overcome with grief and shame ; but those 
feelings soon gave way to rage and iury to^ 
wards myself ; and I should have been certainly 
destroy^ if I had 'Uot instantiy left^my coun- 
tijand fled to Berlin, where I remained &r. 
several years. This event :was well fknown/\ " 
dinnighJPohmd^ibut it did lio^^after^ i 
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period^ operate to the injury of the credit <^the 
sect. 

I have perhaps already written too much. 
At least my weak eyes tell me so. The 
object of my next lett^ shall be to point out 
the best methods by which our poor people 
may be freed from the blind shivery in which 
they are held by our Elders. In the mean 
time, be you firm and calm, and do not giro 
way to gloom or despair. God orders every 
thing for the best As soon as I receive any 
intelligence of Sarah, I will ^not fail to oom- 
mnnicate it to you. 

.^ .The blesnng of Abraham, rlsaac, and Jacob 
bewiih.you. ; . . , ..; 
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LETTER XX. 

RACHEL TO SARAH. 

IftThamns. 

Mat God reward honest Chaim a hundred 
feld, for having brought your letter^and though 
late, for safoly deliyering it We know at 
last, that you are alive and in good health. 
Oh, what joy it was to me! How much 
auiety and trouble vanished at the reedpt of 
It! Ever linoe your disappearance there has 
been nothing but mounung in our house. Your 
mother, my fiither, Chalm, and myself have 
wept daily. Your mother rejected all conso- 
lation* The adorers of Jankiel maintain that 
your eq^ulnon is a very slight punishment for 
tlie diqpraceftil manner with which you treated 
ao holy a man, and that if you had due justice. 
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you would have been stoned to death* In 
spite of the vengeance of the bigots^ I cherish 
the persuarion that my Sarah will not be stoned^ 
but will speedily be freed and become happy. 
You may now rqoioe, my dear friend, that 
through the application of Count Tencssyn, 
the ban is removed from your bridegroom^ and 
to know that he is waiting maplace of security 
to receive tidings of you. He will not have long 
to wait, as I shall immediately communicate 
to him what I know. He has written to my 
fiither, and the thoughts and feelings he has 
expressed, have increased the regard for him 
with that experienced and venerated man. The 
picture of the town where you are pkced, and 
of the lessons wluch you receive from your phi- 
losopher, have somewhat amused us. I am 
glad that your spirits do not sink under the 
pressure of sorrow ; but I cannot help feeling 
some solicitude to know how you will pass 
through the examination for which you are 
preparing; pray give us unmediate inteDi- 
gence of it, that we may hasten to your aid. 
To relieve you in your solitude, and duriiig 

o 
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your lessons of Bidden wisdom^ I will impart 
to you what is passing here. 

.You know Nathaniel Peysach, the rich mer- 
chanty hanker, and commissioner, your &ther^8 
near ndghhour: he has married his only 
daughter to the son of one Hirsch, from 
Human, equally rich« The marriage was to 
have been celebrated in the most sumptuous 
manner; all the rabbins of the country were 
brought together; brilliant preparations 
were going on, including the cymbals and ' 
▼iolins which were to play for the dancers ; 
the rabbins however, were averse to the last, 
because it is unusual, and, as they said, damn- 
able. There arose a difierence among the 
Elders on this subject, and after much discus- 
aon, as they could not agree, it was resolved to 
submit the decirion to the most celebrated of 
our learned men, and Jankid, as the most 
eminent and the most holy of them, was fixed 
v^n to determine what was to be done in the 
matter. I now send to you his answer. 
. ^ You ignorant persons 1 You ask if it be 
aUowed-that youmay di^c^ce? -Hear what 
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Rabbi Eleasar says ia his book; and what 
Kabbin Abiach teaches. ' God/ says he, 'had 
once created the world, but as it did not please 
him he destroyed it by the flood, and created 
onother which so far pleased him, that he called 
Eve, with his own hands dressed her hair, and 
led her out to dance ; and he then promised 
that, m remembrance of the day, he would in 
future dance in heaven with the most eminent 
of the Jewesses/ Rabbi Eleasar adds to 
this, that ' God himself carried Eve to Adam, 
waited upon them, and prepared the nup- 
tial bed, and the angels danced at the wed- 
ding.' In order to preserve the everlasting 
remembrance of this event, the Book Medu- 
lestra, in its interpretation of the 48th Psalm, 
says, ' A time will come, when God will dance 
with his chosen people.' The feast is express- 
ly described in that book ; and the kind of dance, 
the muric, the ball-room, and the number of 
guests to be invited, are all given very dis- 
tinctly. In an instant, the veil between heaven 
and hell Ms down, and both are formed into 
one ball-room; in which the chosen people 

o 2 
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dance, led on hj God the Lord, who is seen 
in the first pair in the dance. Af to the angels, 
oar heioved Tahnud informs us, that in the 
time of Jaooh they were great dancers, and they 
would omit no opportunity of enjoying the de- 
lights of the dance. Rahbi Benjamin says, 
in the name of Rabbi Levi, that ' When 
Jacob forsook the dwelling of Laban, 600,000 
angeb leaped and danced in his presence.* 
You thus see,** continues Jankiel, ^ that the 
angeb dance, and there can therefore, be no 
objection to your doing the same. Yourigno- / 
ranee, and the questions you propose, annoy ! 
me dreadfully, 1 almost expect you jwill in- / 
qmre l^^^^^hat £^ be42nmdfidfor \ 

the festivals ; I shall therefore teUjou before- 
hand, ^t your chief food should be^geese : 
hearken to whatRabba, the grandson of Chan- 
noTs^s on tiiat subject : ' Once on a time, we 
pissedlfirough the meadows, and remarked 
the geese were so fat, that the feathers 
dropped off, and streams of fat ran firom 
ihem; whereupon, I inquired if they were 
to be met with in the other world ; upon) 
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which, some of them spread out their wings, 
and others lifted up one leg, and all said, (ac- 
cording to the explanations of Rabbi Solo- 
mon,) we are destined to form the dinner wluch 
on the first dayof his appearance the Mesoah 
will cook for the Israelites ; then too will be 
served up that great bird that with his wings 
throws a shadow over a wide forest, the ox 
that daily eats the grass of a hundred hills, 
and that immeasurable fish Leviathan, for 
whom the sea is not su£Sciently large. At 
the same meal, that wine will be served which 
was bottled on the sixth dayof the creation, 
and has been stored in cellars ever since.** 

This answer of Jankiel removed all scru- 
ples, and increased, if possible, the universal 
reverence of his great wisdom. What can be 
said of a people who are disposed to recdve 
such tales, of which our great lawgiver, Moses, 
never could have dreamt ? How wretched is a 
people whose ignorance leads them to cherish 
such follies t Farewell, my dearest friend t 
I wait with impatience for news concerning 
your expected examination. As you have un- 
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denrtood notfamg^ and can ezj^ain nothing, I 
(zenibk for you. Write to me qinddy how it 
has passed of. 

EACHXL. 
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LETTER XXI. 



ABRAHAM TO LEVI. 



12th Thamus. 

I PRESUME that my former letter, wluch in- 
formed you that we had received intelligence 
of your affianced bride, has already reached 
you; in which, anticipating your impatience, 
I have earnestly desired you not to leave your 
present retreat for one nearer to Sarah, that 
you may not, by any precipitate steps, defeat 
the measures which the care and amdety of your 
friends have adopted. Recollect that you 
are surrounded on every side by enemies, and 
that the furious Jankid, with his Chasndim,^ 
are spreading snares to entangle you in every 
path. RdyuponTenczyn, be of good courage/ 
and wait with patience. > -. - 
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In order to withdraw your thoughts from the 
source of your present griefr, and direct your 
attention to the drcumstances of our people, 
I will now proceed to enlarge on the buriness 
I entered upon in my former letter. I gave 
then a slight sketch of the Ustory of our 
nation, of its miraculous preservations, of its 
dreadful calamities, of its greatness and, de- 
giadaticm, and at length, by the rage of the 
xealots, of the destruction of our Temple, and 
the contemporaneous dispersion of tiie nation. 
The fidsification of the writings of Moses dur- 
ing the dispernon, as in the former period 
before Esdras, had been going on increadng 
in penreraon, and multiplying errors, until at 
lei^rththeauthorsofthe Talmud and the Cabala 
extracted from the laws of God, by the help 
of the commentators, a most confused heap 
of nlly and nonsenrical stories. % By them the 
sacred commands of God, which the hand of 
the Most High had engraved on tables of stone, 
were lost or contradicted. On them God had 
inscribed, ''Thoushaltlove thynaghbour as 
thysd^'* The command is thus exphiined by 
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Jalkut Ruber^ fo. 12^ and also by Rabbi 
Menachem, in his explanation of the five 
books of Moses. ''The Israelites/ say both 
of them^ ^ are men, but our neighbours, who 
are undrcumdsed, are not men, for they have 
no souls, and are swme.** In the 23d chap- 
ter of the 8d Book of Moses, the Lord God 
thus speaks : — ^ Ye shall not defraud one 
another, but fear your God, for I am the 
Lord your God.* The rabbins have annulled 
this command by delivering out dispensations, 
and also by their commands, that each shall 
defraud the Gojim whenever he is able to do 
so. 

The present spirit of Judaism is obstinacy 
and hatred. Until these feelings are extir- 
pated it cannot be expected that any im* 
provement in our condition, or any approaches 
to the state of other nations, can be made, 
or that any good can be done to us. We 
take unavailing pains when we seek balm for 
a wound which has become an incurable 
cancer; the diseased limb must be ampur 
tated before a healing remedy can be applied^ ' 
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I am very certain that the dden and rabbins 
find a great profit in thdr obstinate opposi- 
ticm to all the enactments of the government; 
but that profit is gamed at the expense of our 
whole nation. We complain that the state 
oppresses us, that it secures to us none of the 
rights of citizens, and closes against us the 
paths to honour and knowledge. But what 
answer is returned by the government to our 
complaints and our accusations? If you 
would enjoy equal dvic rights with the Poles, 
you must prove that you are dtizens, — that 
you are Poles. What is your language? 
You speak that of a fordgn country, not that 
cfPoland; you write, you pray in it. Whatare 
your customs? They resemble those of no other 
nation in the world. You declare openly that 
Poland is not your country, and that you are 
J merely pilgrims in it Can we . discover by 
your obedience to the laws of the state, that 
you aie oar Mow dtizens ? You have among 
yourselves tribunals to which you apply, and 
you eieommunicate those of your people 
who appeal for justice to the courts of the 
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comitiy. We have imparted to the profess-^, 
ors of all refigioDS an equal participation of 
all our rights and privileges, because all ac- 
knowledge — except in matters of religion, of 
which God is the only judge, — ^the same in- 
stitutions and submit to the same regulations. 
But how can you, who obstinately adhere to 
foreign customs which are injurious to so- 
ciety, and who resolve to be comddered as 
strangers in the country, partake of that be- 
nevolence, freedom, and advantage which the 
real inhabitants of Poland enjoy ? Can you, 
who do not allow us to be men, require that 
we should consider you as our fellow-citizens 3 
Preserve the purity of your faith, but cast 
away for ever the Tahnud, the Cabala, and 
the tales and fooleries with which your elders^ 
for their own benefil^ have burdened you, and 
by which they cease not constantly to deceive 
you. 

People cannot be separated and yet 
joined together, nor can ihej cast themselves 
out of the limits of obedience to laws, and still 
be entitled to all the advantages those laws 
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oonfer. Shew first by your language, your 
dress, your customs, your intelligenoe, and, 
above all, by your obedience to the laws and 
#- <% the love of your country, that you are true 
Poles, and you shall readily be recdved and 
acknowledged as our countrymen and fellow 
citizens. 

Now, what answer can we make to such 
taunts ? Can we reply to them ? Alas I it 
is impossible. Justice compels us to allow 
that they are too true, and common sense 
teaches us that we should improve ourselves. 
But it will be demanded, how can we dis- 
pense with that which our law has prescribed 7 
I reply, no one would compel you to do so,— 
no reasonable man would wish you to do so. 
It is only desired that you abandon all those 
commands which are not contained in the 
laws of Moses; that you cast away the Tal- 
mud, the Mischna, the Gemara, and the com- 
mentators upon them, with all the nonsense 
which your elders have imposed upon you. 

Should we not be mduoed by the vast dif«« 
finrenoe in the situati<m of our people in the 
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present day, to what it was in the wilderness 
and in Palestine, to give up many of our most 
ancient statutes? Are not burnt-offerings, 
peace-offerings, meat-offering^, and offerings 
of turtle-doves conmianded, and yet is there 
one among us that ever offers a living crea- 
ture, from an ox to a sparrow? But we are 
commanded every seventh year to abstain 
from harvesting our com, and to leave it for 
tlie poor, and also every seven years to cancel 
all the debts owing to us. Is not that posi- 
tively ordered, and is there one of us that 
obeys the command ? Have we now Levites 
to whom we pay tithes, as is commanded ? 
Hove we not mixed with foreign nations ? 

Our king David was the grandson of the. 
Moabitish Ruth, and Solomon married the 
daughter of Pharaoh. If we have thus for 
deviated from the original law of Moses, 
shall we not be permitted now to cast away 
those shameful commands which the injurious' 
rabbins have imposed upon us ? '^ If,"* says 
Buckholx, ^Moses were to rise from his grave, 
he would no where be abl^ to perceive his^ 
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own laws/ 00 much have the omissions and 
the commentaries of our doctors substituted 
otfaen in thm places. 

Have not our Israelitish brethren in other 
countries done this 7 In Lapsic, m Cassel, 
and m many other dties, the Jews praise God in 
the language of the country. In Saxony our 
hymns of praise ascend to heaven accom- 
panied with the sound of the organ. We are 
deeply indebted to the late Emperor Joseph 
the Second, for his amelioration of the con- 
dition of the Jews in Us dominions, where he 
has established primary schools for them ; and 
at a later period, the present Emperor Francis 
has ordered the rabbins to be mducted by the 
government after havmg passed an appro- 
priate examination. It has lately been seen 
in several countries, that when due advances 
have been made m knowledge, and the in- 
fluence of the Cabalists has been diminished, 
all the Jews have shewn a readiness in con^ 
tributing to the establishment of schools. 
It has also been seen that in Frankfort, 
Hamburg, Dessau, Breslaw, Berlin, and 
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Other places where the worship of God and 
the common transactions of life have been 
conducted in the language of the country, i 
that a greater d^;ree of morality, patriotism, ^ 
order, and cleanliness has prevailed. Madame 
HertsE-Beer, a Jewish lady, has recently open- 
ed a Sunday-school in Berlin for poor Jews, 
in which instruction in religion, as wdl as in 
morals, and in reading, writing, and arithme- 
/ tic, is communicated gratis. 

Israel Jacobson has received well merited 
praise for many of his writings. He estab- 
lished a school at Seesen, and spared ndther 
expense nor labour to render it as eflfective 
as possible in enlightening the people; and 
his establishment was attended even by many 
Christians. In Wolfenbuttie, the Sampson's 
school was founded by a legacy bequeathed by 
one of the same family. 

Such are the bene&ctors of our nation, and 
they deserve to be ranked with Ben-David 
Kalmanson*, and Friedlander. It is me- 

* Kalmanflon was a Jew redding at Kmbiethaw; a 
very upright and intelligent man, author of a work en- 



; 
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bncholy to observe how much our Polish 
Jews, owing to the faults of our elders, are 
behind in dvitization those in other coun- 
tries, where they have made considerable 
advances. Our Jews do not know that the 
Sanhedrim, founded in Paris in the time of 
Napoleon, published an edict, which states 
that ''we should look upon the country in 
which we reride as our native land ; that it 
is our duly to promote its welfare and to de- 
fiend it; and instead of h&ng idle become 

'''the Sitnation of tbe Jews in Poland/' lie was fa- 
voued by the last king Stanislaus, who settled on him 
a pension during his life. He eneounges his country- 
men by referring to indiridnals of their nation, who in 
past periods had attained the highest esteem and oonfi- 
denoe of the most distinguished Christian and Mahome- 
dan princes. Among those whom he notices are Mai* 
monidesy whowaspersonal physician to Saladin; Abraham 
Zaku^ professor of astronomy to Emanuel, king of Per* 
tngal; and Isaac Abarbanel, minister, first to Alphonso, 
fifUi king of Portugal, afterwards to Ferdinand, the Ga- 
tholic king of Castile^ and at lasty to Alphonso;, second 
king of Naples;' and who was diosen as mediator in 
some controversies between the crown of Portugal and 
UMvepoUic of Venice. 
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dQigent and active in the arts and manufao 
tores ; and that the civil and political laws of (^ 
the country in which Jews are permitted to 
reside, become as obligatory on them as on the 
other inhabitants.'' 

« Baron Cologna, the chief rabbi in France, 
in an address to the Jews, says, '' My brethren^ 
your duties are distinctly marked out to you : 
serve God, keep his commandments as true 
Israelites^but as good subjects and dtiieens, 
love the king and the country in which you 
Uve, contribute to its prosperity m every way 
in which the situation you occupy will admit" 
Alas t how long will it be before we shall hear 
such language as this from any of our Polish 
rabbis ? Here in Poland^ there are none of the 
Jews who are so enlightened and upright as to 
strive for thebenefit of their nation. The best ior 
stitutions, which the government has proposed 
for the improvement and mstruction of our 
people, have been rendered inoperative by the 
suspicions which the rabbis and elders have 
exdted against them. If the Jews would 
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apply but half the sums to the education of 
thdr nation which they expend in keeping us 
in the dark, the rituation of our Polish Israel 
would be far better than it is at present; we 
should not now be plunged in ignorance and 
contempt The government contemplated the 
establishment of schools for the Jewish youth 
in Warsaw^and in the proidnces, and had b^^ 
ausefiil reform among us; but whatin aseries of 
years have they been able to accomplish 7 Our 
base Elders exdted all kinds of rancour towards 
these institutions, collected large sums, and ex- 
erted all thmr influence to render their purposes 
inoperative. In a dty in which are thirty thou- 
sand Jews, only one small school of about oxty 
pupils, eould be formed ; though the teachers 
are affectionate and well informed, and teach in 
the German language to avoid giving offence 
to their parents. Each family keeps its 
own preceptor, who can teach nothmg use- 
ful for active life, but the mere bombastical 
nonsense of their sect, rather than contribute 
a small sum to the public institution, where 
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thdr chfldren might gain useful knowledge 
and genuine instruction *• 

If it were possible to combine the views of 
our Elders with plans for enlightening our 
people^ ^^ should not find such obstinate re- 
sistance as we experience at present. Our 
people are not quite so much benighted as 
some suppose. It is true there are pa* 
rents who are careless and indifferent to the 
fiiture prosperity of their children, and there 
are many who are not aware that learning and 
a good education lead to happiness ; but on 
the other hand, there are thousands who wish 
nothing more earnestly than to see a thorough 
reformation among the Jews. These however 
are timid, and the apprehension that they may 
draw on themselves severe persecution, and 
even the punishment of excommunication, re- 
strains them from using any efforts to promote 
good education. They are like the lark which 

. * Not long ago the govenunent established a scIiodL 
for the Jews at Kaliscfa; but the Elders threatened 
soch parento as should send their ehildren to it with ex« 
eommnnication/and the projeet was of coane given up. 

p2 
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has Men on die ground, viho, though he can 
rise and fly, is so terrified by the hawk, which 
he sees hoverii^ above him, that he becomes 
immoveable in his seat. 

Although the greater part of our people 
clearly perceive how shamefully they are de- 
ceived by their Elders, yet they have not suf* 
fident courage to resist their power: and 
hence it is high time that the government 
should exert its force and dignity, by a reform 
\ wUch would put an end to the exactions and 
/ intrigues of these rulers. The total annihilation 
of the power of the Elders and Cabalists should 
be effected by taking from them the exercise 
of law, the appropriation of taxes, and the pro* 
noundng of excommunications ; and, in short, 
the whole administration of the police, of jus- 
tice, and of civil economy. 

The doctrines and precepts of the Bible 
will not prevail, unless the reading of the 
Talmud, the Mischna, the Gemara, and the \ vT* 
other books which the commisrioners for 
poUic worship and instruction deem corrupt- 
ing and usurious, are prohilnted. The oele- 
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brated Friedlander, in his work on the Im* 
provement of the Jews in Poland, says, '^ A 
peculiar attention should be directed to the 
doctrines of the Talmud ; for upon thdr abo- 
lition alone can Jbe laid the foundation of the 
reformation of the Polish Jews.** 

Zalkind Hurwiz, one of our learned men, in 
hts work published at Metz, entitied '^ Apo- 
logy,** which was rewarded with a prize medal 
in Paris, says, " It would be beneficial if the 
government would abolish for ever the order 
of the rabbis ; for they do nothing but remove 
some scruples about cookery, and nourish all 
kinds of silly absurdities." Although that is 
true, yet it may be suggested, as better to 
adopt the plan of the Austrian government, 
of a strict previous examination, and the estar 
blishment of no rabbis but such as are men 
of good understanding. They should occupy 
the stations of our chief priests ; they might 
conduct the religious ceremonies with the 
requisite decorum, and yet be strictly prohibit^ 
ed from mingling in public or state affidrs. 

An effective law should be promulgated, by 
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vdbidk every dty and town^ in proportion to 
its population, should establish public schools 
both for boys and girls, to which all parents, 
under heavy penalties, should be bound to send 
their children. In these schools they should 
1)6 instructed in the Jewish religion, and in the 
Polish language; and further, by such Chris- 
tian or Jewish tutors as the government might 
see fit to appoint, they should be taught the 
most useful branches of sdence. Moral pre- 
cepts and Ihe Polish tongue should be espe- 
dally attended to. 

No Jew before twenty-four, nor Jewess be- 
fore dghteen, should be allowed to marry ; and 
the cerraiony should be performed before a pub- 
lic notary. All who denre to marry should 
declare what trade or occupation they carry on, 
and in what way they seek their support. 
They should also be examined as to theur know- 
ledge of the language of the country, and their 
moral prindples. The first object should be 
for the learned to compose a liturgy and pray- 
ersinPolish; inwhich,andinnoodiertongue, 
ahouU ather the public or private worship of 
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Godbeperformed. Traders of all kinds should 
likewise be bound to keep thw books of ac- 
counts in the language of the country. 

If these regulations were to be generaUy in- 
troduced, I should hope, that m the course of 
twenty years the situation of our Polish Jews 
would be much changed. They would rise 
from the degradation which now surrounds 
tiiem, they would occupy an appropriate rank 
in the sodety of their country, and they might 
with confidence desire and receive all those 
civil rights, and that equal benefit and protec- 
tion from the laws, to which tiiey now make 
pretensions ; but which are unavailable, from 
their not being duly prepared or sufBcientiy 
worthy to profit by them. 

Did they first of all read the works of our 
most intellectual writers, such as Mendelsohn, 
. Wessely, Ben David, and Friedlander ; or of 
our Polish brethren, Maimon, . Kalmansohn, 
Zalkind Hurwis, and Wolflbohn: did they 
encourage the drculation irf our Hoge and 
Tugenhold, and abandon the absurdities which 
have, too long exercised dominion over them ; 
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tliey would despise idleness, usury, and the 
pursuit of petty gains by fraud ; and would 
acquire the love of labour, with integrity and 
perseverance; and become inclined to that 
love of their neighbours, which the Lord our 
God has alike conunanded to Christians and to 
Jews. Then the time would arrive when cus- 
toms that are alike injurious to themselves and 
to the state would be abandoned. What, in- 
deed, does the state require from us? Nothing 
but that which sound common sense would 
have led us to adopt long ago, if. our own 
Magnates had not stood in the way to prevent 
us. If we seize the benevolent hand which is 
extended towards us, we shall become as happy 
in ourselves and as useful to the community, 
as we are at present miserable and despicable. 

We must not imagine that the inhabitants 
of Poland look upon us generally with aversion, 
or with unjust prepossession. I could produce 
ft thousand proofr, that every Israelite who 
has distinguished himself by his virtue, his 
talent, his patriotism, or hb merit, has been 
respected and duly rewarded. To name but 
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one among them, our Kalmansohn, Stanislaus 
Augustus, who loved science, heaped upon him 
his favours and his benefactions. Our present 
king, the Emperor Alexander,has enriched him, . 
and every noUe Pole esteems and countenances ^ 
him. Have we not seen our countryman Berek, 
who, through his knowledge and patriotism, 
has been elevated amongst us? Stem*, 
of Rubiesckow, is endued with rare talents, and 
he sits in the senate on the bench of the learn- 
ed, and enjoys the most distinguished respect 
of the king and the people. Our enlightened 
brother Jews receive from all Poland proofii 
of esteem and consideration. This being 
the case, let us keep ourselves from errors; 
let us abjure all bad practices ; let us make 

* Abraham Stern, a learned Polish Jew and eminent 
mathematician, a member of the society of the Friends 
of Science. He has invented a calculating madiine, 
whidi, by means of wheels, performs the operations of 
the four common rules of arithmetic and of finsetiona 
with accuracy; and he is attempting, by further im« 
proTcments, to extend its utility, so as to apply it to 
the extractiia oC the square and cube roots. 
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oonelves worthy of respect, and then we shall 
be respected. 

It imparts joy to the heart, my dear 
young friend, when I look forward to diefefidty 
which awaits us, when such changes shaU take 
place. Instead of that miserable, dusky rabUe, 
which now darken our towns and villages, I 
hope to see free and industrious dtisens, neither 
in dress, language, nor manners, differing from 
the other mhabitants, but only rivalling them 
m intqprity and diligence ; and not such as at 
present give themsdves up to any buriness 
<mly fior a moment, when invited by the prospect 
of some small gain. I wish to see them cured 
of their prejudices ; and, freed from their faults, 
adhering to the genuine commands of the Most 
KQgfa God, whose rdi^n vrill then be restored 
to its Iong4ost purity. I already seem to see 
the temple of Solomon raised up among us, 
and the prosperous condition of Polish Israel- 
ites constructing it in its andent pomp and 
glory. Bidi curtains shade the ark of the co- 
venant, before it stands the high priest, and 
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scatters the clouds of burnt incense over the 
people of the Lord. The chosen Levites, in 
white garments around hun, raise the tune- 
ful hymns of the assembly, which ascend to 
the throne of the Lord of the heaven and the 

earth. 

The temple of Solomon was a sacred testi- 
mony to the greatness of the Most High. It 
was in size far beyond all other buildings of 
that day. Its walls were of marble, or of 
cedar ; and not only the doors, but the walls, 
were covered with gold. Hundreds of priests 
in wlute robes, served the Lord, whilst thou- 
sands and thousands of the people filled every 
place. The harmony of hymns was accom- 
panied by harps and lutes ; whilst the varied 
lights, and the odour of the most costly in* 
cense, filled the air. But above all, the holy 
of holies, where God himself was present, and 
where no foot of man might venture to tread, 
must have filled the mind with sacred sen- 
sations and with holy devotion. 
: I may perhaps be mistaken, but surely the 
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time must come when the Christian powers 
shall have rested from th^ hloody comhats, 
and will direct their views to other objects ; 
when they will no longer endure that the land 
in which their Redeemer was bom, and in 
which He finished His work, shall continue in 
the hands of the unbelievers. Then will they 
emancipate the Holy Land, and favourably 
view our return to it Then will once more 
revive the root of David, and the sunshine days 
of Israel return, when the words of that great 
king shall be fulfilled, '' God, even the Lord, 
hath given peace to Israel, and He will dwell 
in Jerusalem for even" Let us at least, by 
virtue and reason, make ourselves worthy to 
become partakers of such promises. Should 
we return to the land of Canaan with the fol« 
lies of the Talmudists, the spirits of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, would be ofiended, and Da- 
vid and Solomon would disown us. 

You may be surprised that such be the 
dreams of your grey-headed friend, who is so 
near lus grave; but you wiU pardon him, when 
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you oonnder what oomfbrt he draws from radi 
Bprings. When I shall see the people of Israel 
become happy, may God be pleased to gather 
me with my fitihers. 

Such is the last prayer of 

ABRAHAM. 
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LETTER XXII. 

RACHEL TO SARAH. 

15th Thamus. 

In order to rdieve you from your state of 
doubty and lest you should feel any. apprehen- 
rion respecting the fidelity of your Levi, I 
idll narrate to you all the events that have 
occurred* The messenger which was dis- 
patched to inform Levi of the place to which 
you had been removed is returned. He 
did not, however, find him at Ibz, but he 
learned firom his host, that after sufifering' 
much firom suspense, he could endure it no 
logger, but left the place, and was reported 
to have gone to Gallida. It is probable 
that a rumour, now known to be false, that 
joa were removed to that province, in- 
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duoed him to proceed there. If this should 
distress you, pray recollect that our lives 
are a tissue of vexations ; and you may now 
be assured that your affianced bridegroom is 
free, tiiat he most nncerely loves you, that this 
journey is a proof of his attachment, since he 
seeks you everywhere, and that doubt and un- 
certainty make every moment that detains him 
from you an obstacle hard to be endured. 
God will support lum for you and for the be- 
nefit of his own people, and all now we denre 
is, that you may be reconciled to the course 
of events. 

This is the very day on which you are to be 
examined on the doctrines of the Talmud ; on 
the result of which your &te is to depend. 
My heart throbs at the thoughts of it. I 
cannot concdve that with your good under- 
standing you should have paid such attention 
to its fiibubus nonsense as to have fixed it in 
your memory; and in that case I cannot but 
be alarmed at ihe trouble to be eqiected fipom 
the gloomy fiematics witii whom you are sur- 
rounded. I beseedi you, by the anxiety of 



224 LEVI ANB.8ARAH; 

your mother, hy your affection for Levi, and 
by our mutual firioicUhip, to communicate to us 
how you have passed through the miserable tor- 
turmg. I fed such disgust at your oppressors 
that at times I am tempted to curse the whole 
of our people ; but my venerable &iher, at 
guchseasons, does not fiiil to reprove me. His 
words speak such peaceful wisdom, and are so 
impartial, that I must write them down as an 
antidote to the curses I was ready to have ut- 
tered* ''Calm thyself, my dear Rachel,* said he, 
^ It is not a suffident reason for pronouncing 
a curse against a whole people, that an unna- 
tural fierfher, a furious fanatic, like Jankiel or 
the other bigots, have persecuted thy friend 
tlie virtuous Sarah. It is neither just nor hu- 
mane so to esxpreas yourself. Believe me, 
imong us there are honest and enlightened 
leople ;— -people that (dgh over the oppressions 
i£our Magnates— that would willingly make 
preat sacrifices for the abolition of the Tafanud 
Hid the dismission of the rabbins, if they could 
lai aatisfied that the advancement of true wis- 
dom could be thereby assured. ^ The crimes 
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are tliose of a few, not of the whole. We 
should pity, should strive to turn them from 
their errors, but on no aocount curse them. 
It is true that it is difficult to indulge much 
hope of improvement when we witness so many 
cruelties, so much inhumanity, and such degra- 
dation among our people, all springing up from 
fririous fanaticism ; but if we reflect in what 
blindness, under what prejudices, they are 
reared, we shall only wonder that they are not 
a thousand times worse than we now see thenu 
You have read many severe remarks on our 
people, but many of them have been partial, 
and many taunts and stigmas on our errors 
and crimes might with as much justice be di- 
rected towards the Christians. They accuse 
us of idleness, of lounging about, of our want 
of merit; but we may enquire if the industry 
of the Poles is such as does them honour. Each 
one of them thinks only how he may enjoy life 
with very little care or trouble. The great 
squander thdr money, which is the product 
of a thousand tears, in foreign countries, or in 
introducing fordgn follies, and bring up their 

Q 
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chndren abroad so as to make them strangen 
in Ham native comitry. The man who pos- 
sesses a few acres of land is ashamed to use 
the plough, and secure independence and pro* 
sperity by hnproving his patrimony; he re- 
pairs to die cities to get an office, hoping that 
by a few hours' labour with his pen he 
may pass the rest of his time in running about 
to the theatres, the ball-rooms, and the coffee- 
houses, in well blacked boots and a feshion- 
aUe coat. The middle dass of people, who 
either by a prise in the lottery, or by some 
other mode, obtain a small capital, may buy a 
lew fields or establish a manufactory; but 
they find it much more agreeable to pass their 
time at the billiard-tables or in the public- 
houses, than in thdr business, and would rather 
^^rink hard than work hard. If we come down 
to the handicrafts, we shall see, though they are 
released from the service of the national guard, 
lliat the wages of the tailors,, shoemakers, 
nniths, and others, have so mnidi advanced, 
Oiat it is only necessary for die journeymen to 
wcA three days in a week to earn enough to 
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allow tfaem to indulge in drunkenness the 
other three days. This they do, although the 
work which is bespoken standstill They who 
have bespoken it must wait, and the workman 
gives himself no trouble about the matter. 

Even the inhabitants of the villages begin 
to despise the soQ on which they are planted, 
and repair to the towns and cities. The pre- 
sent rage for buildings enables them to earn 
considerable wages ; even a bricklayer can gain 
a dollar apday : and no one can blame a work- 
man for being well psdd. But the work goes 
on very badly from the many interruptions it 
meets by the chattering, joking, and loitering 
in the market-places. A building which 
might be finished in a few weeks is kept on 
hand many months, and houses that should last 
for centuries often tumble down before they are 
completely finished. 

. : We are taunted with a disposition to cheat- / 
ing, whidi indeed we are taught by the Tal- ( 
mud ; we cannot deny this, but are the Chris- N 
tians, whose religion is more pure and more 
humane, always better than we! An in- 

q2 
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stance may be given of the immorality of eren 
the females, which will serve to show how fiur 
this dispoation has proceeded. I would give 
a hmidred dollars to any one who can buy 
firom a milk-woman a quart of milk that has 
BO water in it, or a bason of cream that is 
not mixed up with grits, flour, or the yolk 
of an egg. Thus, bad morals, a desire for 
petty gains, and avoiding hard work, are not 
wholly monopolised by the Israelites. Idle- 
ness and attempts to display an appearance 
above their condition, are to be seen among 
others as well as with us. The wives of the 
handicrafts, instead of bdng distinguished as 
good domestic mothers and wives, are dressed 
out in silks and satins, whilst their daughters 
ure taught to trill Italian airs. The fiiults of 
pthersj bowever in JMLway justify ours. We 
Dondemn not, but let us strive eadi one to 
forsake his own misdeeds, with the assurance, 
tihat notwithstanding our ignorance and de- 
l^ression we shall succeed in the improvement 
of oorconditicni; for the pure flame of virtue 
is by no means whdly extinguished in the 



OR THE iswxiH Lonouu 229 

hearts of IsraeL Let our biedireii oompaa- 
flonaie the aorrowi of their ndghboars, let 
them be grateful to thdr bene&ctorB, and 
obedient to those in anthority. Clear away 
their prgudices, and they will not be the last 
m any honourable pursuiL'' 

I thus give you the views entertained by 
my fiither; they would make a much deeper 
impression on my mind if it were not occupied 
by the thought that you, my dear Sarah, even 
whilst I am writing, are a victim to the raving 
fury of the zealots. 

. I will not trouble you with a longer letter 
at this time, but I hope shortly to send you 
one. by an honest Carrarite, and I shall pro- 
mise lum a hasidsome reward if he returns 
with satisfacUny intelligence from you. As 
you love us, as our satisfaction is valued by 
you, do not delay to send us good news« . . 
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LETTER XXIII. 

SARAH TO RACHSL. 

36th Thamiu. 

(Tht cannot I giro wings to my messenger^ 
liat your annety about me may vanish ia an 
istant ! I have so much glo<miy and so 
luch dieerfiil news to communicate, and am 
> overpowered with the sudden transition 
om grief to joy, diat I have scarcely the 
Dwer to collect my wandering thoughts so 
I to describe to you in a short compass the 
rents diat have befallen me. It was not 
iihout cause that you felt anxious on the 
ay diat was to decide the fiite of your friend. 
t anived with dreadful forebodings, and de- 
rived me of all hope. I thought I should 
itjr bave an interview with my tutor Aaron ; 
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but judge of the shock it must hare given 
me, when in going out of my own chamber into 
the larger apartment^ I met my father and 
the abominable Jankiel with him. My blood 
actually seemed to congeal in my veins, and 
I fell down in a fainting fit. This seems to have 
touched my father's heart, for when I began to 
recover I saw hhn near me, and he seemed dis- 
posed to comfort, if not to pity me, and with a 
mournful tone of voice desired me to fear 
nothing. Oh, how powerful is the voice of 
a father on the heart of his daughterl I re- 
turned to consciousness, wine was given to me, 
whilst Jankiel blinked, ogled, and made such 
grimaces, that nothing but my alarms at my 
horrible prospects could have kept me from/ 
laughing. He then b^gan to question me, 
assuming a softened tone, out of the book of 
Zoar, under the letter B. I replied to him,, 
that that letter was no better than any other 
in the alphabet. Upon this he cast a threat- 
ening look at Aaron and sud, 'f hast thou then 
not unfolded to her the mysteries which our 
Cabalists have discovered in that letter I "^ 
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^ Indeed I have laid it before her/ answered 
Aaron, ^and let us read it once more.* He 
then took the book of Jalkut Schymoni, and 
read thus; ''M the letters came to God, and 
grayed of HSm to use ihem in the creation of 
die world.'' Othiel Rabbm Atkiwa adds to 
flua, that ^bodi die great and small letter 
Hi, among olhars, prevailed on God to accept 
of them; he took them in his hand and kissed 
Ihem, and they both sang most merrily before 
the Lord.* 

After a long pause Jankid fixed hi&^eyes 
m me, and asked what happens when on 
the eve of the Sabbath the candles are 
ighted? I was glad to have a question 
ivhich I could so easily answer, and replied, 
'the whole room will become light.* Jan- 
del ezdaimed, ^Oh, what ignorance! only 
iie whole room ! The whole world becomes 
Qled with the glory of such a lighting up.* 
^Then he had said this he read to me a 
Mssage from the book of Zoar to prove it 
rbea he asked what was dgnified by the couf 
aeration of a cup of wine. To which I re* 
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plied, '^that it expressed a deare tliat the 
wine may be well receiyed by faim who drinks 
of iL* '* It marks out," he cried, ''the at* 
tributes of God: Abbe and Weima, father and 
mother. How large will be the cup of Da- 
vid in the future world ! "* I was nlent. 
Jankid then took the Talmud and read from 
the Treatise Jama, p. 76, '' The beaker of 
David in the future world will contain 321 
sesams, and eadi sesam will be five full ^g^ 
shells." •'What,* asked he then, "is Ba^ 
juchne?* I could not reply, and he said, 
" according to the Talmud, in the Treatise 
Bechorth, p. 67, it is a bird, out of whose 
nest an ^g once fell and broke, when the 
white and yolk together overflowed sixty 
villages, and destroyed a great number of 
cedar trees." He again asked me, " where- 
fore it was forbidden to untie the bandage of 
the law on the Sabbath day!* As I was 
silent, he said, " because by the loosening of 
that band the cham which connects the Lord 
bur God with the whole world would be torn 
asunder." As I could answer none of the 
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»ther nmilar questions which he proposed, 
ifter a pause he ezdaimed, ^ It is useless to 
ake the trouble of further examination;'* and 
irdered me to be conducted to my chamber. 
Tou may easily concme that whilst my judges 
rere consulting respectmg the decision they 
bould come to concerning my future lot, 
ly heart must have beat with violence, and 
lat the interval must have appeared dread- 
iDj protracted. 

When it b^^an to grow dark, my fiither 
ime to my room and said, '' I see that.all 
ir forbearance has been of no avail; you have 
It fdt that the time allotted.for trial was de> 
pied for your improvement: you have re- 
nted .instruction in our wise sdences; you 
kve learned nothing, and will learn nothing.** 
Oh^ my fiither!** I cried, '' what kind of 
ence would they teach mel How can I 
tnprehend — ^how can I believe that our sab- 
lli lights lighten the whole world, or that 
kxMong die bandage of the law can separate 
I duun diat connects God with the earth!** 
cosmiaiided, in a tone of anger, to be 
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rilenty when he proceeded thus: " It does not 
become you to inquire, and doubt whether the 
opinion is probable, or if it ccunddes with 
common sense. It is rather your duty to be- 
lieve implicitly whatever the Talmud and the 
Cabala pronounce to be articles of fSftith: you 
should believe that religion was not created 
for man, but man for religion. The most mi- 
nute action, proceeding from the true fiuth,may 
^ create and regulate unnumbered Worlds, or 
may disorganise, and even dertroy them. If 
you were merely a common Jewess, and had 
learned no more than others, it might be dis- 
regarded; but as you had shewn a resistance 
to the doctrines and Ihe traditions of Our wise 
men and rabbins, no other remedy could be 
applied, but compelling you to tead those 
books from which you might have been taught 
how far you have erred, and how greatly you 
have sinned. I have said, however, enough 
on that subject You have incurred the high^ 
est penalty of our law; even that of death it- 
sel£ There is but one way to avoid thedoom 
that awaits you; only cttie mode 1^ Which you 
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can esciipe firom pnniahment, and render the 
fife you have forfinted happy and honoured; 
It 18 necessary diat you should give your hand 
to the first of our people— to tli^ learned 
JanldeL'' 

As my fiither thus concluded, I fdt as if the 
Lcnrd our God had breathed into me the spirit 
of Deborah. '' Father,"* I cried, •^ if there be 
no other way to save my life, then order me 
immediately to be led forth to execution.** 
This caused him to tremble with rage: he 
rushed out of the room, and closed the door 
behind him with tremendous vehemence. 

I waited like one who expected the sentence 
of death. The sounds of the confused v<nces 
of my judges were audible ; it seemed as if 
Ihey could not agree ; and the voice of the 
Mitrageous Jankiel appeared at times to drown 
that of all the others. At length all was stiU, 
md I heard only the rattling of a carriage 
Siat drove fimn the door. It was near mid« 
light. Aaron came to my roomi took me by 
ihe ann^ and led me out of the house. He 
>oiiducted me through several of the narrow 
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streets and alleys, and brought me to a house 
m a dose court, which I soon knew to be a 
prison. A wretched straw bed, a single stool, 
R jug of water, and a piece of black bread, 
was the whole furniture of the dismal place. 
I was so much exhausted by. the events of 
the past day, that I threw myself on my 
straw couch, and fell into a sleep so sounds 
that when I awoke it was broad day. The 
beams of the sun threw a most melancholy light 
on my abode. Often did my thoughts turn 
to you, to my mother, and to my dear LevL 
Little, I thought, do they know of what I 
now suffer I None of you know what misery 
it is to be cut off from the enjoyment of all 
the beauties of nature; not to behold the dear 
blue sky, the crystal streams, the verdant meap 
dows, nor to hear the mdody of the vocal 
scmgsters of nature. 

What can make life worth retaining under 
the pressure of sudi pain and sudi grief 7 It 
is purify and innocence ihat can alone do it. 
A good conscience is like a shield of diamond, 
whidi turns bade the poisoned arrow of the 
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vicked persecutor: that is my support I 
iften cry out, in thought, in die words of the 
acred writing: ''When tribulation comes upon 
faee, thou wUt seek the Lord with diy whole 
leart'* 

Two weeks had already passed of my 
rretched confinement, when one day I saw, 
hrough a dunk in the wall, a carriage draw 
tp, and stop at the gate of my prison. A 
leautiful young lady was in it, whom I thought 

had seen somewhere before, and with her a 
ery respectable looking young gentleman* 
' I have heard,'' said the latter, ''that there 
I a young Jewess ccmfined here, that wears a 
ery scarce Polish medallion about her necL . 
wish much to see it, and if I can, to purchase 
u"* ^ It is only a bad girl,'' answered Aaron, 
rho had run on till he was quite out of breath. 
I have nothing to do widi that," said the 
oung gentleman; " but I must see the me- 
aOioa, and you must shew it to roe." Aaron 
MiUl refuse nothing to the scm of the lord of 
b i^aoe, for sudi I soon found it was, the 
Dong count Tenesyn; and he?ery unwillingly 



OR THB JEWISH L0VBR8. 239 

opened the door, but took care to admit only 
aUttle light, so that as little as possible of ihe 
miserable circumstances in which I was placed 
might be observed. The curionty of his sister 
induced her to lean out of the carriage. In an 
instant she saw my wretched condition, and in 
broken Polish said to me, ^ My girl, I have 
surely seen you somewhere before T She then 
said something to her brother, whidi being in 
French, I did not understand. The young 
man then ordered that I should be immediatdy 
brought out: and whilst he was eumining the 
medallion, the lady said, ** Is not your father 
an inn-keeper at Radadwilow, at whose house 
I once slept, and where I became acquamted 
with you?"* I then recollected that it was 
the same lady who had lost her ring, and had 
md so many kind words to me. While she 
looked at me with eyes in which pity sparkled, 
shesaid, '^ How pale and miserable you look I 
what can you hare done t** A stream of tears 
was the only answer I could give. When 
the young count had sufficiently observed the 
medallion, I remarked, ^ that it was a pre- 
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■entfimnmyfiither^and that I was not^ there- 
fore, at liberty to part with it** 

Count Tenczyn now looked at me fully for 
the first time, and then turning to his sbter^ 
uttered some few words, much too flattering 
for me to repeat '^ Whence is this girl?** 
said he to Aaron. ** From Radziwibw.** *^ln 
she not the daughter of Moses?** ''She is.** 
^ Well/* he ezdaimed, '^ then she is the bride 
of my good friend Levi, and, like himself, the 
object of unmerited persecution.** Then turn- 
ing about with great dignity to Aaron, he said, 
f I shall take this young woman to my mo* 
theirs house. If she is a criminal, we will take 
upon ourselves the work of reforming her. 
But the magistrates of the country shall in- 
quire if you have unjustly confined her; and 
if so, you win find that you have drawn on 
yourselves a heavy responsibility.** Aaron be- 
gan to mutter something about oflfences against 
the law and my firfber; but the coun^ without 
heeding hhn, ordered the servant to assist me 
with his arm, and I was speedily seated in the 
eaniage. I was almost stupefied at the trans- 
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action^ and scarcely knew what was passing, 
whikt we drove rapidly through the streets of 
the town, whare a great crowd of young Jews 
ran after us, ezdaiming, ^' Alasl alast Sarah 
is carried off!** 

Upon the road, the interval, which was 
short, was passed by the young count and his 
aster in French conversation, as I supposed 
about myself, from the kind looks they directed 
towards me. We soon arrived at an open 
square, at the further end of which an exten- 
sive mansion presented itself, where we alight- 
ed, and I was desired to follqw my compa- 
nions. We ascended white marble steps to 
the great hall, the folding doors of which flew 
open. But how shall I describe my surprise! 
A troop of servants in rich liveries, the various 
articles of costly furniture, the pictures, the 
statues, the bronzes, the glass lamps— -alto- 
gether almost deprived me of my presence of 
mind. I hardly knew where I was, or what 
had happened^ when the lady ci the mansion 
suddenly stood befoie me. I knew not what 
my libmttors said to her, as they spoke in 

a 
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.French ; but she enquired of me the cause of 
the persecution I had suffered. I answered 
lier with truth and humility; but recollecting 
the duty of sparing my father, and not wishing 
to bring severe punishment on my persecutory 
I hardly related half my griefs. 

^ Peucre et^tmir exclaimed the old lady; 
and ringing a bell, gave some orders in French 
to the chambermaid who appeared. Cleanli- 
ness was my practice, and had been from my . 
childhood an indispensable to me. I was most 
wretched that I could not indulge it during 
my imprisonment You may judge* then 
how delighted I was with a bath and clean 
clothing. The young lady, with the utmost 
kindness, brought me various articles of female 
dress ; and in the course of an hour I had un- 
dergone such a change that you would scarcely 
have known me: in fact I hardly knew myself 
in the fashionable dress with which I was sup- 
plied. What a wonderful change is this! In 
an instant as it were, from a gloomy tower to 
an elegant saloon; from severe threats and 
punishment to the voice of ccmipasnon and 
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friendliness. It is, my dear Rachel, almost 
overpowering to a heart of sensibility. Even 
after two days of sympathy and consolation I 
have scarcely recovered from the agitation I 
have endured. But the rays of hope now 
begin to gild my days. The God of our &- 
thers has shewn His great power; He has 
been my support, and will not forsake me. I 
can now write no more ; but in afew days you 
shall know what may further occur. I send 
this by a spedal messenger : may your unead- 
nesa on my account be now at rest Inform 
my mother privately that I am alive, well, and 
free ; and do not forget my dear Levi, I be- 
seech you. 

SARAH. 



s ; .' 
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LETTER XXIV. 

• JANKIBL TO THE RABBIK8. 

Berditidiar, ISth ThamuB. 

Hatb I not warned you? Did I not tell 
you before what has come to pass? The 
worthless, accursed Sarah is already foimd in 
the hands of the Gojim, die eats with them 
swine's flesh out of the same dish, and also 
drinks with them wine and water out of the 
same glass. Can you, you rabbins, and all 
you elders, tolerate such madness and such 
wickedness? These are the fruits of for- 
bearance! Why did you not follow my 
opinion, as I always said, as I said when I 
found her upon a careful examination so ig- 
norant of the most important doctrines of our 
fidth— that she ought to be privately removed 
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from the world ? Then your cursed forbear- 
ance was urgedj and your fancies indulged that 
imprisonment would conquer her obstinacy. 
You see now how that has operated ; at pre- 
sent she dwells with the Moabites, the Hit- 
tites, and the Jebusites, and, possibly, bows 
down before their idols. 

I cannot restrun my anger, or command 
my temper when I consider Hiat it is no 
longer in our power to manage this great 
offender in the way we wish. But it becomes 
necessary to give an example to Israel, that 
all may be assured Hiat those who withdraw 
a criminal from due punishment subject 
themselves to the same penalties. You 
know it is written in the book of Othid 
Rabbin Akiwa, page 23, when speaking of 
the blasphemers in Israel, that ^thdr teeth 
shall grow outward to twenty-two dUs in 
length."* 

: In virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Chassidim, I now invoke on you all the 
three curses : Niddui, Cherem, and Schar 
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mata*; first upon Saroh heradf, then upon 
IMLoses her father, because he brought her 
up so badly, and because he spared her 
mrhen she ought to have been punished; next 
on her tempter, the infidel Levi; then on 
Aaron for letting her escape ; on Rachel, the 
Uasphemous friend of Saroh; and on Abra^ 
ham her fiither, the loathsome betrayer of 
our holy fidth: and finaDy upon Chaim, the 
servant of Moses, who carried letters from 
Sarah to ihe accursed Levi, and had the as- 
surance to complain of the imposts laid upon 
faim by ihe Cabalists. I add to these de- 
nnndations, the same curses on every one 
who shall presume to approach, to speak, or 
to hold the least fellowship with the persons 
wbo axe hereby placed in a state of ezcom- 
munication. 

, Let no one venture to contemn my autho- 
rity, or treat it lightly ; for I am in a con- 
ditioD, if I am provoked to it, to pronounce 
corses to all eternity upcm all the Israelites 



OR THB JEWISH LOVBttS. 



247 



^vho offend, be they as many as they may. 
I ordain tliat thb conmunation be read over 
in the synagogue of Radadwilow, aiid m that 
of all other places^ and that it be openly af«- 
fixed on the doors. Such is our high and 
mighty wilL May Heaven be merciful to 
those who shall co-operate in these objects. 

JANKIEL, 
High Pjrktt of the Caianidiin. 
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LETTER XXV^ 

8ABAH TO BACHBL. 

SOtli Thames^ . 

ou win r^iularly reodve from me now 
W8 more and more extr^rdinary. The 
nld aromid me, that in which I Kve, the 
astant Idndness which the proprietors of 
is casde discover to me, my angular ritua- 
o^ all must appear quite as new and as in- 
mprehensible to you as it does to myself* 
Ml see that though I am haf^ily drcum- 
inced^ or, at least, as happy as I can be 
len separated from you, from my mother, 
d from Levi, yet I am Beut from having 
ised to think iqpon you, but in sorrow and 
joy you have ever been near to that hearty 
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which most earnestly pants to impart to you 
aUthatitfeeb. 

In my last letter^ I pdnted out, amidst my 
agitated feelings, the great change my fate 
had undergone ; but hemg now more com-> 
posed i will desciibe to you explidtly where 
and how I live, and whiat are my occupar 
tions. 

When I was introduced in my new dresses 
to the lady of the mansion, I excited in her 
some surprise, which, perhaps, was too flat^ 
tering to my female vanity. After a short 
pause, she uttered the words ^ deUcieuse 
creature/^ which I did not understand, upon 
which both son and daughter looked at me 
with marks of great satisfaction, and caused, 
for the first time after my long sorrows, a 
blush to spread over my pallid countenance. 
They began to ask me a great number of 
questions ; but as both the ladies, who are 
probably foreigners, spoke the Polish lan- 
guage but indifferently, the young goitleman 
performed the office of- intei^reter, and I 
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muBt oonfisss that he executed the duty in 
both a pleasant and delicate manner. 

I related every thing ; but without toucb- 
mg on such parts of my story as would be 
likely to draw down any vengeance on my 
persecutors. A separate apartment was al^ 
lotted to me, near to that of the young lady 
Amelia, who seemed to shew a great interest 
in what I had related. The brother. Count 
Edmund, the fnend of my Levi, has promised 
that he would have him sought for in every 
quarter, and added, ^until he is discovered, 
I hope you will remain in this house/^here 
every one will take pains to make you forget 
an your past sufferings.'* How cani be other- 
wise than happy in such a situation 7 You 
know Ihat Levi had given me but a few les- 
sons in the French language, and I now feel 
the inconveniences of my slight knowledge of 
it ; for I meet with no one, except the young 
gentleman, to whom I can speak, or whom I 
can well understand. 
. The lady of the house ;is not, however, as 
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I first thought, a foreigner, but a native of 
Poland, of one of the most noUe fiunilies ; 
but having, through caprice, been educated 
by a French governess from her earKest days, 
and always surrounded by foreigners, she has 
been prejudiced in £Eivour of thdr language 
and manners, and against those of her own 
country. Beddes, she has passed the greater 
part of her life in foreign countries ; in Pa- 
ris, Vienna, Berlin, Dresden, or Rome. To 
those places, therefore, she had become more 
attached than to Poland. It is said that her 
deceased husband was much vexed at this 
preference which she gave to foreign coun- 
tries, and resolved to bring up his only son as 
a real Pole ; and it must be allowed that he 
is become quite interested in every thing 
that relates to the prosperity and the ho- 
nour of his own country. He has finished 
his academical career, and is most affection- 
ately beloved by his mother, who has been 
prevailed upon by him to give up iii some 
degree her prejudices against our national 
language, so as to agree that her daughter 
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itkhall begin to acquire some proficieiicy in it 
As the brother is always occupied by the 
Irtune of the fiinuly estates and in building 
ti)kew houses in the town in the room of the 
ItUd ruinous mud hovels, he cannot become 
l|ier tutor. To whom then do you think the 
fnffice has been intrusted T Why, to your 
friend 1 and thus the poor despised Jewess is 
1^ instructor of a Polish countess in the 
jjianguage of her native country. Madam 
iiSaint Fard, the French governess, is much 
^annoyed at this ; but I have good reason to 
ibe satisfied with my pupiL We read to- 
fgether all kinds of Polish books, the works of 
iNarussewrcs, Eneadecki, Krasicki *, and 

* Namtiewics, a Polish bialiop and oelebratod 
writer, bom in Litlraania, in 1733. He was origin- 
ally a Jesuit, but at the abolitioii of that sodety having 
diswn up an aoooont of the first division of Poland, 
tlie Idn^ Stsnislans, was so nradi impressed with die 
power of his historical talents that he prevailed upon 
hSm to compose a history of his coontry, which, thoogb 
never completed, is become a classical work in the 
Psiish langoi^ -He distinguished himsdf as a poet 
im aevenl enjginal satires and idylls, and by transk* 
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above all the excellent and useful writings of 
Madame Tansky. > 

tioiit of aomo of tbe odes of Pindar and of Honee. 
He alao pnbliahed an exoeUcnt translation of Tadtua. <^ 
He died at Warsaw^ in 1796« aa rqportedt fimn grief 
at the treadierjr piactiaed towards hia eonntry. 

Krasickij Coont Sietaen and Archbishop of Onesen^ 
was the most distingnished writer of Poland. Vwol 
his mnlti&rions work|» and not fimn any sceptical ten- 
dency, he b usnally called the Voltaire of Poland. 
When, in cooaeqnence of the first division of hia 
oonntry, in 1773« he lost his ^t in the senate^ he 
devoted hu chief attention to the improrement of the 
native literature. His writings are historical, poetical^ 
theatrical, and have been collected and recently pub^ 
lished in ten volnmes. He was an admirable describer 
of the manners <rf his own country, and employed ' 
in that department of literature much taste and 
pleasing vivacity, with a view to the general leibrm 
of his countrymen, who are said to have been much 
improved by his union of wit with sound reason. 
His epic poem, .''the War of Chocsim,*' or a poetical 
account of the victories of King Sigismund over 
the Sultan Osman, is highly applauded by his coun« 
trymen. Though fiur from irreligious, he had aai 
un&TOurable opinion of the monkish orders, which 
gave rise to a work entitled, '' Monachomachiay^ in 
which he represents their bigotry and ignorance in a 
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Vfe often tieot ouiBelyes ^th the poems 
of KoamiiaD^ Orinski, and Morawsid; and 

lugphly ladierous wmy. As this work orated aoma as- 
perity^ not immiTwl with insiiiiuitioiis to tlie prejndiee 
of Ills orthodozjj lie wrote a land of recantation in a 
•eeond poem« entitled, '' Anti-Mooadiomachiay'' whieh 
at least set him right with tbepnUic. The Poles com- 
pare both these poems with BoQean's Lntrin. 

He composed three novels^ in one of which he nar- 
mtea the anppoaed advaitarea of a Polish noUe« and in 
the history and trsTcIa of one in a middle 
The third d^pcribea the Tiewa of a man who 
lind the power of restoring himself to life after the 
lapne of several generations^ in a most interesting man- 
ner. Besides his translations of Ludan, and of Os- 
mn'a poem^ he published an Encydopadiay which 
displays a irerj eztensiTe knowledge on all snbjects of a 
atific nature. 

When ho Tisited Pmssia the first tim^ he was well 
siTod by nederick the Great at Sans Sood, where 
tbe same qpartment was asrigned to Um as had been . 
oeenpied by Voltaire. On pointing it oat to him the 
monaidi said, ^in sach a place as this yon must be« 
conae inipired/ to which his opponents hoYo attributed 
liiapvodoetion of the ^Monachomachia.'' On one 004 
cnaion the king said to him, in a joedar way, "as you 
wtB 4 bishop, yon will hereafter be aUe to amuggle me 
imohmnea.'* ''No^sir^'' replied ho, ''yourmigesty 
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are moved by the tragedies of Fdinski and 
of KropinskL Edmund sometimes takes the 
book, and reads aloud some of the finest pas-» 
sages, and nothing can be more chanmng 
than his enunciation of the parts, for it is im- 
possible to read better or more impresnvdy. 

When reading a passage, expressive of 
strong feeling or of a pathetic kind, I have 
often remarked that his beautiful black 
eyes were directed to me, and then with a 
gloomy and sad look were fixed on the 
ground. Yesterday, by acddent, he met me 
alone, and smd, ''how do you like your re- 
ddence in our house I** J replied, '' it is im- ' 
possible to be otherwise than happy among 
those to whom I am so much indebted firom 
pure humanity, who received me, a poor, for- 
lorn, persecuted creature, under their pro- 
tection, and have never ceased to load me 

hat cat my gown to ahort, that it will, not enable m^ 
.to conceal any contraband goods nnder it."* - He was 
bom at Dabiecl^ in tbe year 1736, and died at Berlin* 
in 1801. 
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^wiiih new instances of kindness.'* As I said 
this, Edmund seemed much aflfected, whilst 
tean, but not of grief, stood in my eyes. 
And he said, ''if you knew, my dear Sarah, 
how happy we all are to have you among 
us, you would rather consider the obligation 
to be on our ride." He then added, '' there 
can be no object more a&cting to a heart 
of feeling than the nght of beauty and vir- 
tue when su£fering from unmerited persecu- 
tion.*' He ihen took my hand, and with 
« gentle pressure, sighed out, ''Alast why 
am I not a Jew!" These worda. were 
uttered in a tone of deep feeling, which, 
added to the fine person of Edmimd, for a 
moment, I must confess, afanost induced me 
to echo back his words, ''why axe you not a. 
Jew I"* but in a moment the image of my be- 
loved Levi arose to my nund, and I said, "you' 
nustake, my lord, we are not made for each 
other; and besides, I must confess that my 
whole heart is in the possesaon of another." 
As I thus replied, he hnmediately withdrew. 
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Since that time I have observed a great 
change in the count ; the cheerful, witty, merry 
Edmund is become gloomy, contemplatiye^ 
and silent. He keeps at a distance from me as 
well as from his mother and sister, and seems 
to make the most seduded parts of the park 
and garden his chiefplaces of retirement. lean 
hardly conceive how a young man of his birth^ 
rank, and fortune, who could find in this king- 
dom so many of his equals, should have so fiur 
forgotten himself. It is surely a most unfor- 
tunate drcumstanoe, that in each house where 
your friend enters, she should create dissatis- 
fiicdon. The great diange in Edmund is too 
apparent to have escaped the eye of Ma- 
demoiselle Saint Fard, who takes no pains to 
conceal her violent attachment to him; she 
has lately laid on a greater portion both of 
white and red paint, has laced herself tighter 
than Usual, and darts at Edmund most ardent 
looks of ai&dion ; but all these coquetries 
are warded off by coolness on his part, which 
she is pleased, I know not why, to attribute to 
me. .: .Hence' she plays off her bitter sarcasms 

8 
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and dl lands of nudidous remarks on me^ ^ 
in the presence of the countess herself Yes^ 
terday^^ wlien the whole fionily returned from 
ibe chapd, and had met agam in the room 
where I commonly read^ Amelia hegan to 
speak on the excellendes of the Gospel^ in 
which each of them joix^ except Edmund^ ^ 
who was ahsorhed m idenee, as usuaL ^'Mon- 
oeur le comte^ said Mademoisene Saint Fard^ 
^ does not join with us, hut I have observed 
for some time that he has preferred ihe Old 
to the New Testament* At this she laughed 
coarsely, and cast bold, impudent looks first at 
Edmund and then at me. The count was 
roused by the laugh and the look, and only 
suid, *^ the wit of the young lady is very ill* 
placed.* The countess plainly asked, '' How 
could such nonsense come into your head, 
Madenunselle!* The Frendi woman, checked 
by these rebuffii,has once left off her attempts 
sit sudi witticisms, but her avernon to me has 
been moxe apparent, if posoUe, than be- 



There seems, howev^r^ to be no end to 
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stnguUur ooeurrences during my. reridenoD^ 
here; Ameliay whose attachment to oiedailyr 
increases^ beoomci the Umocent cause of new 
annoyance. 

After dinner^ ydterday^she took me with het 
into the garden, and there under the shelter 
of an ode of a thousand years* growth, 
said, '' It is delightful tp me to ei\}oy your 
so(dety, and I look forward with pam to 
the time when we must b(0 separated/ When 
she had enlarged upon the outhmdish follies m 
winch she had been educated, and on the ea^ 
troordinary circumstance that she, a Polish 
QpUe, should be taught her modier tongue by 
a Jewess, she continued thus : ^ I hare long 
had in my mmd some ?iews, wluch I will 
now open to you. Our souls seem as it were 
in unison widi each other, we possess similar 
feeUngs, in most points rimilar opinions and 
similv tempers; we seem to have been bom 
never to be separated. Why should the most 
important of all subjects, the difference of our 
religions, then separate us? You possess 
sp mudi, understandmg, observation, and 

8 2 
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experience^ as not to be prevented from 
perceiving that my religion, h&ng founded 
on morak^ reflection^ and virtue^ must be of a 
higher and better nature than yours^ wUch is 
built on human errors^ and which does not 
contain those noble principles which induce 
good feelings and are suitable to common 
sense. No one can be more fiilly convinced 
of this, my dear Sarah, than yourself, who 
have been so long the object of inhuman per- 
secution* Oh, that you would embrace Chris* 
tianity! Then would the sacred flame, wUch 
the salvation of your soul would enldndle, be- 
come the most appropriate cement of our 
everlasting friendship ! ** When she had con- 
cluded, she fixed her inquiring eyes on me, 
wlulst I made the Mowing reply. '' What 
you have now sud, I receive as a new proof 
of your a£fectionate regard for me. I cannot 
deny that the numerous absurdities, by which 
the pure word of God has been deformed, 
have often distressed me, and in the anguish 
of my mind I have cried to the Lord, that He ' 
would enlighten my persecutors and our whole 
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nationy and lead tfaem in the way of true reli- 
fpoa ; bat I have never abandoned the hope 
that JebonJi will have compassion on a nation 
He once loved^ and has called His chosen 
people. As long as the light of this hope shall 
remain unextinguished in my hearty it will not 
allow me to renounce the fmtfa of my fore- 
fiithers. Could I ever enjoyeither peace of mind 
or happiness^ if I were to draw down on myself 
the curses of my parenta? Could I be happy 
if I were to tear away the band^ which, from 
my earliest youths haa diained my soul to one 
bdoved object 7^ '' How gloomy and distress- 
ing is your reply !^ said Amelia; ^^ and my 
brother will be not a little grieved when he 
hears of it; yet I will not at present give up 
all hope of you." I was overpowered by tears, 
and could only embrace my friend with a£feo- 
tionate warmth and tenderness. What do 
you think, my dear Radid, of this proposal? 
Communicate it to your venerable &tlier. 
How firm soever my opinions and feelings 
may be at present yet the matter is so vastly 
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important, that I cannot but wish to have the 
advantage of the judgment of those who are 
wiser and more experienced than myseIC 
Hitherto I have stedfastly adhered to all that 
our lawgiver, Moseii, has prescribed. I abstain 
from all work on the Sabbath, eat no wild 
animals vrith doven feet, nor any fish that have 
tiot scales. Say this to my mother, and inform 
ine how she bears the late events. What im* 
presddn was made on the fimaties by the in^ 
telligence of my having been liberated? 
Have you yet any knowledge of my Levi ? 
The young count has despatched messengers 
in all directions to sdek him. 

Edmund seems at present to have become 
more tranquil; it is true, vexation and grief 
are still visibly painted in his eyes, but he 
causes me no uneaaness. Oh,tiiatLeviwduld 
but come here! How glad should I be of his 
presence, that we might have the bepefit of 
his undeihtanding and energy! I have inv- 
patiendy expected a letter. from you; why 
have I iHit.ncdiyed.Qne} Has any Unlbr*- 
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tunate event been the cause of lundranoe? 
Ptay write as speedily as possible to your be- 
loved friend^ 

8ARAH. 

P.S. — Ab I bear nothing but Frendh spoken, 
I am making a rapid progress in that lan- 
guage. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

COUNT TBNCZTK TO LBVL. 

m DXAB WRIM9D, 

Thb messenger that was sent afbr you 
lias at length returned^ and has delivered 
to me your letter, which shows how you 
have wandered about, misled by false in« 
telfigenee. You were at one time seek- 
ing^ for your Sarah in Gallida, whilst she 
was safe in our house* How many events 
Itave happened since we have separated! 
Who would have supposed at the time we' 
were engaged together in scientific pursuits, 
ihat she who formed the subject of your 
llioiights and your conversatioii,— that she 
wbo was the victim of ii^ustice and oppress 
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mm, should ever find a place of refuge in iny 
house? 

I am now not suiprised at the wannth of 
your attachment, or at your former solicitude, 
for your Sarah fuUy justifies both ; I have 
never seen united in one person so much 
beauty and so much real goodness. What a 
countenance ! what a form ! what grace in 
her motions are combined with the most ami- 
able modesty! and a vdce, the sweetness of 
whose tones penetrate the heart! You may 
well, my dear Levi, be proud of such excel- 
lence ; since, in her early days, you took upon 
yourself the care of forming the mind of this 
incomparable maiden. Who can see such 
pre-eminence, or can hear the voice of an 
angel without bdng in love, and without 
wishing for a return of that love? Such is 
the case, my dear Levi! Even I could not 
be indifferent to such charms ; but the thought 
that this heavenly. creature w;as betrothed 
to my fiiend-^her dedaraticn, that her 
whole heart was devoted for ever to you^ 
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guided me into the path of Tirtue laid duty. 
All my hopes are for ever given up, and 
Sarah, as weU as myself, are pure from 
every thought but regard to your happi* 
ness* Never shall A Tencsyn be stained 
Dlrith dishonour or treadiery« I swear, that 
to me Sarah shall ever be considered as 
sdcred, that I will powerfully repel my pas- 
don^ and exlert no effolrts for any other pur- 
pose but to complete ybur tuuoil and to 
aid your felidtyi and shall desire no higher 
recompense* 

TBKGZYN. 

P.S.— Whilst writing, the second mes- 
aenger is returned with a note to me, and o 
padcet for Sarah. I Am shocked to find you 
are ill and need the care of a phyndan, and 
fear that so many hariassing transactions, and 
audi resolute contention with them, must have 
undermined your health. May the hope of 
a more happy future. be impressed on your 
]iear^ and contribute to restore your healthy so 
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that you may hasten to jdn your finends^ 
who all anxiously look Ibrward to the union. 
I hasten now to ddirer your letter to your 
bride. 
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LETTER XXVIL 



LBVI TO SARAH. 



Kulikow, 15th Thamus. 
After the sufferings inflicted by the malice of 
my widked persecutors, and whilst lying on a 
bed of sickness, I turn my emaciated countenance 
to my beloved Sarah. As long as I had only my 
own miseries to bear, my spirits gave me suffi- 
dent power to endure the strokes that were in- 
flicted; but when the news reached me of your 
expvlAm and of your imprisonment, my firm- 
ness forsook me, and heedless of the consola- 
tions of the venerable Abraham, I was driven 
by misery and despair to abandon the refuge 
I had chosen, and to come nearer to Radzi- 
wilow, in order to learn to what place you 
had been ccmveyed. With what emotions did 
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I look on the house in which you had resided t 
The sun seemed more brilliant, and the air to 
blow more serenely in its neighbourhood ; but 
the reflection that you were no longer in it, 
caused the tears to flow down my cheeks. As 
I pursued my journey, I saw a Jew to whom 
I was unknown, standing by a carriage 
which had been overturned, which he alone 
tried, in vain, to lift up. I assisted him; 
and this opened a conversation, in the course 
of which I asked him if there was any news 
in the town? ^ Nothing*, said he, '' is talk- 
ed of, but that the infidel Sarah, the 
daughter of Moses, who refused the hand of. 
bur great patriarch Jankiel, and obstinately 
persisting in her crimes, has been expelled and 
carried away to prison.** '• Where**, said I, 
concealing as well as I could my agitation, 
'' has she been conveyed ?** '' To Gallida,** 
he replied ; '' at least it is so reported in the 
town.** *' To what place ?** *' Ask no ques- 
tions,** said he; '' for no one knows any thing 
' about it* After thanking me for the asrist- 
ance I had rendered him, he parted from me 
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and punned his journey. I was stupefied/ 
and knew not how to proceed, but advanced 
towards the town, with the hope that I might 
there learn somethmg certain ; but the thought 
that I ought be met by Moses and by others 
of my aoqpiaintanoe from Warsaw, alter- 
ed my plan. I therefore left the place on. 
one mde, and struck into the road to Brody, 
with the fiill hope that in a town so popu- 
lous and so full of Jews, I might obtain the 
earlier that mtdligenee which I was most 
anidous to acquire. I arrived at Brody, and 
was soon surrounded by the people, who filled 
every street, wrapped up m their Uack doaks 
to protect them from the rain, who followed 
me closely in crowds with all kinds of articles 
for sale, and with paper roubles to exchange. 
Theseroubles were pressed upon me both on the 
right hand and the left. Some of them recom-' 
mended me to their inns, others offered their 
services as my fieictors, and none of them, from 
my dress and language, supposed me to be 
one of thdr own religion. I made my way 
out of the crowd as well as I could, took an 
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active young fellow as my hcAor, and tamed 
into an obscure inn. '' I want nothing Yueste^ 
sud I to my factor ^ '' but a single piece of 
intelligence, wbicb, if you can procure for me, 
you shall be most handsomely rewarded.' Yoii 
have merely to learn if Sarah, the daughter of 
Moses of Radawilowji is in this city.** ''Ihaya 
heardof her;and willgo out instantly and get 
news of her.** I waited with great impatience 
till, after three hours, my factor returned and 
brought with him another Jew. ^ I have 
made it out! have made it outl** he cried^ 
like one possessed, before he had scarcely en- 
tered the room. '^ This is the driver that con- 
veyed Sarah, the daughter of Moses, to Kuli- 
kow.** ''Howdidshek>okI**Iasked. ''Why 
very pretty. She was inihecompany of an- 
other Jewess, and she cried a great deaL" I 
was almost beside myself for joy> rewarded 
both the men liberally, and set out without 
delay for the place they had mentioned. In 
the progress of my journey to tlus place, every 
step was attended by aa inoease of doub^ 
fear, and every painfiil fisding ; for I could not 
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on the wliole way trace flie least token of the 
1>eloYed olgect of my mquiry. My doubts quick- 
ly ended m certainty^ for I soon ascertamed 
tliat the person for whom I enquired had never 
been in this place. I thus learned the deceit- 
Ibl trick which had been played off upon me 
by the fiictor at Brody. Anxiety^ trouble^ 
restlessness, and despair, all operated upon me, 
and produced a raging fever. I lay seven 
days in an inseninble state, but the care of my 
bonest hostess, and of the medical attendant 
whom she had called in, at length brought me 
back to consciousness. The total exhaustion 
of my strength, and the utter despw in my 
beart, would have terminated my life, if unex« 
pectedly a messenger had not arrived from my 
firiend and benefactor Tenczyn, with a letter 
assuring me you were well, were liberated^ 
and hadiound an asylum in the house of his' 
xDotiier, where none of your persecutors would 
dare. to intrude. The joy with whidi this 
news overpowered me had produced some 
dangerous symptoms on my exhausted frame, 
and the unmeasured, and unexpected rapture 
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had oearlj put an end to my life. But that 
is now pasty and I am calm* How mndi ase^ 
we both indebted to our bene&ctorsl Why 
does my weakness prevent me from flying on 
the wings of lo?e to the place where yoa 
aret But my physician threatens me with 
certam death if I venture to undertake the 
journey in less than a week. ' I must be obe>- 
dienty for I cannot hazard a life whidi caa 
only derive that real felicity^ which is the first 
object of life^ from an union with the a&ctioii^ 
ate and beloved maiden to whom I iun bei- 
trothed. 

How shadowy are human expectations I How 
insatiable are the wishes of love! A few short 
weeks ago I would have given my bloody and 
even my life^ to have known that you were alive 
and well: and now that I have a certain^ 
ty of that, I become immediately impatient to 
throw myself at your feet How bng^ how 
painfully have our persecutors kept us from 
eflch Qthert , A power which I trust they can 
never acquire again. What heaveidy moments 
will'th0se.of our meeting bel moments ii^ 

T 
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which I shall see and press to my bosom 
my affectionate^ my beloved^ my incompara- 
Ue Sarahl How much we shall have to re- 
late 1 All the circumstances which attended 
your expuUon are yet unknown to me : but^ 
Gnid as they may hare been, they cannot have 
been more melancholy and dark than the feel- 
ings of love have depicted them to my im- 
agination. 

: Be composed, my beloved bride : I wish to 
live because I live for you alone, and because 
you will be for wet mine* The misery in 
which I have been involved, and thersevere 
measures that occasioned it, have exdted the 
most cordial sympathy on the part of many of 
our most upright bretiiren. I shall now be^ 
virited by them frequentiy; even by some of 
the rabbms and Elders. They are different 
from our rulers, although not so wholly free 
from prqudices as we could wish them to be. 
But the good effects of the benevolent institu- 
tions of tiie Emperor Joseph the Second, are 
visiUa, and cannot be denied. 
^ ' . Hie lahbins in. the Austrian territory ard 
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examined and placed in thdbr offices by the 
gOYerament All must adopt the language of 
the country; very early marriages are prohi- 
bited; and other regulations are fixed to pro- 
mote our improvement 

Alas 1 that it is not the same with us I that 
we do not acquiesce in the good designs of 
our IdngI Let us hope^ however^ that our 
blindness may be eured^ and that better days 
are yet in reserve for our Israel. .My phya- 
dan, who is just come in, snatches the pen 
firom my hand. I therefore conclude, my be- 
loved Sarah, as he who is everlastingly faithful 
to you, who hopes every happiness from you, 
and will through life adhere to his aflfection^^ 
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LETTER XXVlil. 

BACHBL TO 8ABAH. 

». • • ' . 

80di Thamns. 

JDo not be aiigry^ my dear Sarah, nor accuse 
meof want of attadun^it, that, on the. receipt 
of your letter acquainting me with your wofi- 
ilerful escape, I did not instantly hasten tp 
you. May I be allowed however to express 
nkyjofy, and that of all those to whom you 
have ever been dear. Unheard of confusion 
has arisen from Jankiel's sentence of ezcom- 
nranicadon, and that is alone the cause which ' 
has delayed my writing. 

You cannot conceive what has passed in 
ifaia place. On the last Sabbath, when, the 
raging rabbins read out the denunciation 
which JanUel had pronounced on so many of 
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uf ^ the tenqile of the Most High resounded 
with couqilaints and cries of grief^ but the 
voices of the dissidents and of the compas- 
sionate were drowned by the shouts of the 
fiuiatiGs. Without waiting to be thrust out, 
an of us who had been cursed by Jankiel left 
the synagogue ; including your fiither, his 
fiunily, and work-people/ I, with my Samudj 
and our relations, and eren poor Chainu 
My honoured father attempted in vain to 
bring the furious mob to commim sense; the 
most horrible curses and threatenihgs inter, 
rupted his address, and he also at last was 
obliged to fly. I can sdEurody describe to 
you what a degree of astonislunent and of 
mourning has been spread over the whole 
town; for besides those whom Jankiel had 
denounced, the rabbins added oiher names, 
and such is the folly of the people, that 
they are but too obedient to their authority. 
Evory one avoids us or flies from us, so 
that it is only in secret, and by means of 
some other person, that we cain procure the 
necssssiriei of life frotn the market • My 
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latlier^s work-people liowetrer^ who from tfaeir 
ybttth have learned to distinguish between 
tlie commandments of God and the enact- 
ments of retrenge and of cursed zeal^ have not 
forsaken thdr work, but labour, if possible, 
i^th more than thmr usual diligence. In 
your fiither^s house, on the other hand, there 
ragns an indescribable confiurion. You know 
inrhat an extendve trade he carries on; the 
loaded waggons destined for Brody, Warsaw, 
and Odessa, are now stationary, and the well 
foddered horses in the stables are taking their 
rest, for it is m vain that Moses seeks for 
drivers, in vain that he prays and promises 
them; all run awayfrom him as though he 
were infected with the phigue, and none 
will even listen to what he proposes. 

This suspension of the business of the 
greatest trader, pkces a great number of poor, 
working people in a most melancholy condi- 
tUm; and yet, so blinded are they, that they 
bear it and are silent To carry this general 
grief to its utmost extent, our fratemily of 
dden have decreed the customary days of 
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abftiDenoe^ that the sums thus sayed may he 
q;>pfied to the purpose of withdnwhig you, 
my dear Sarahs from out of the hands of the 
Gojim. The mass of the people are fiumsb*. 
ing ; they grumble^ but they endure it with 
patience. In the midst of all this oppressicni 
came Hirsch here^ the fiUher of Jankid, 
breathless, with tears in. his eyes, and quite 
overcome, because, though it is scarcely ere* 
dible, his mad son has pronounced the 
same curse on his own father. That father 
represented to him the ill^;ality of the yery 
extenntre excommunication which he had de- 
creed, and showed what eztenrive losses must 
fall on Moses and his trading partners, and 
how it must expand itself so as to embrace 
others. Jankiel paid no attention to such 
considerations. The misunderstanding be-^ 
tween father and son increased, till at lengtii 
it ended by the son pronoundng the same 
curse on his fatiier as on us. Now.this high 
treason agunst nature and all human feelings 
has occurred at a moment peculiarly. critiGal 
for oommercq; because this is the season. of 
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the several great annual fisdrs when hones 
sure in demand^ and when your father and 
BBrich have a very large lot belonging to 
tliem jointly, which are about to be smuggled 
over the frontier* You may conceive their 
trouble and thdr anger, and they abo begin 
to see the baneful effects of theur submission 
to tfaexealots and their superstitions in its true 
tight, and have requested of my fiither to be 
sidmitted to see hinoL 

Thanks be to the God of Israel, that our 
miserable people can at last perceive the 
state of oppresaon and wretchedness, to.which 
€b0y have been reduced by the unceanng 
blindness in which the elders have involved 
tiienu 

;, But whilst we suffer and almost perish with 
hmiger, you, my dear Sarah, are peaceably 
fiving in the lap of hospitality, and are sur- " 
xoonded, afanost to excess, with whatever is 
deisnraUe. The only trouble that could weigh 
'hedvy on you is now removed; for the unc^^ 
taintfr respecting your Levi is dispdled, and 
know he is alive and happy, and will soon 
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Ibid joa in his armi. Hunk not that I 
mrj the happineu yon wiU enjoy after fodi 
aerere trials as you liave nnd^fgone; I par- 
ticipate in all your joys with the wann feel- 
ings of that friendship which has bound us 
together. I do not wonder at your present 
situation^ nor at die sudden change of your 
fortunes^ fer I was always persuaded that the 
God of our fethers was the protector of virtue 
and innocence. It appears to me very natural, 
that the new world in which you are nowplaced, 
and the mode of living so different from that 
you had heretofore been accustomed to, must 
have caused you at first some difficulty, and it 
was natural that your preemment qualitiel 
should vtake a deep impression on the young 
Count; for who can withstand iheunited charms 
of beauty and virtue 7 If any thing could eidte 
my wonder, it would be to see my Sarah the 
tutor of a Polish noble, to see a Jewess in- 
struct a Polish Countess in her native lan- 
guage; for then it is not to us alone to whom 
' the taunt will apply, that we do not use the 
language of our country. If the govemmeni 
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is anxiouB to make us leam the language, its 
attention might be directed towards otiiers 
wLo treat it with contempt, who adopt a 
feragn one, and bring up their children 
in the use of it. I was much struck with 
that part of your letter which relates your 
coiiTeiBation with the young countess. Ac- 
ooiding to your wish I read it to my father. 
After a long silence he said to me, '' I hope 
your friend will not forget in what religion 
she has been bom and educated. It requires 
an illumination specially from Heaven, a di- 
ject revelation bom God, to obliterate such 
remembrances.* If this does not satisfy you, 
apply to him to whom your heart is at- 
tached ; apply to your Levi and to your own 
feelings. 

The miserable state in whidi we now pass 
our lives must soon become intolerable. Each' 
moment we are ei^peeting something ex- 
traordinary; whatever may happen, I will not 
fell to acquaint you with. 'However painful 
oar own circumstances, may. be, it. is a great 
comfort that my dearest friend will soon attain 



OB THE JBWI8R L0VBR8. 283 

the high felicity which her virtue has merited. 
In the hriUiant saloons of the palace^ in the so- 
ciety of titled lords and ladies, do not forget 
those whose hearts have been ever devoted to 
you. 

BACHEL. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

SARAH TO RACHEL. 



IStliAb. 



How shall I describe my happiness to my 
dear Rachell Levi, my beloved Levi, from 
wbom I have been so long separated, over 
wbose lot I have so often wept, is already 
arrived and forms a part of the sodety of 
ihisfiunily. The day before yesterday, towards 
sunset, we were taking a walk down the path 
that leads to the great road; the young 
Count gathering flowers on the sunny banks, 
and by means of a microsoope esdiibiting to us 
their hidden beauties and the swarms of 
nuniberless insects that glittered in gold and 
purple. Whilst we were thus admiring the 
greataew of the Ahmghty displayed m these 
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numerous and minute beings^ and whilst Ed- 
mund was iBxplaining to us the peculiar pro- 
perties of the several flowen^ whidi^ in their 
ealices seemed to be dwelling in palaces cS 
rubies and sapphires, I observed a doud of 
dust rising on the road. A carriage with 
three horses soon appeared, and I felt emo- 
tions for which I could not account, and 
cannot now describe. The carriage advanced 
•—stopped — a young man sprang out-— and 
in a moment I was clasped in the arms of my 
LevL I leaned my head on his should^, was 
incapable of speaking from tears of joy, whilst 
his moistened eyes shewed that his sensa- 
tions were the same as my own, and those of 
our companions evinced a participation in 
our feelings. The young Count welcomed his 
friend, and introduced him to his mother and 
sister, and Mademoiselle Saint Fard. Levi 
was a short time in recovering his self pos- 
session, he held my hand, pressed it g&a£tf, 
whilst the sight of my^ears caused his also to 
flow. When Vfe had returned to die castle^ 
and his KBm6fiom had fl!piiiewhat. subrri 
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first expressions were those of grateful ac- 
knowledgment towards the authors of my 
rescue firom captivity and threatened destruc- 
tion^ and who had continued their kindness 
by affording me protection and hospitality. 
Levi was then mterrogated respecting his own 
adventures^ which he related with brevity and. 
nmplidty, and without rancour ; but his feel- 
ings overcame him when he depicted his eager 
desire to see me^ and his sufferings on my ac- 
coaat, whilst he was using every effort to 
find me out, and when he saw those efiforts 
continually rendered unavailing. "-The mo- 
ment,* said, he, as he closed his narration, 
^ that my beloved and mytelf were in the 
neighbourhood of such kind protectors, made 
me foiget all former uneasiness, and love, 
mmgled with gratitude, were the only feelings 
whidi filled my bosom.** 

Three days have now elapsed since our re- 
union, and they have flown like als many 
mmutes; and I can scarcely yet collect myself 
iafkar ;the blessed, the uneiqpected surprise. 
Often awaking firom my slumbers, I ask myself. 
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** Is my beloved really here, is it not a deceitful 
dream, a mere vinonary faUe?* And when I 
become persuaded of its reality, my eyes are 
suffused with tears of rapturous joy. What, 
my dear fi^d, is this life but a change of joy 
for grief, of hope for despair ; that quickly ele- 
vates and depresses our feeble hearts, and 
keeps ihem in constant agitation I Sudi 
felicity as I now enjoy, maybe compared to that 
of a disembodied spirit, wluch, freed from 
earthly ties, loses all sorrow in the raptures of 
immortaUty. After so many past strokes of 
fiite, even tlus felicity is mmgled with a cer* 
tain sadness and a kind of mdancholy which 
I stQl eiqperience. YTiih such feelings, we 
converse together for hours, enter into our 
past vexatious and trying situations, relate to 
each other how severely we have suffered, and 
Uien picture to ourselves the scenes of our 
fiiture life. My Levi has wealth enough, with 
the aid of diligence ; and econonay, to se<^ 
cure £br us an independent and respectable 
station in society.^ ' During his reridence at 
.Ibi,'he discovered' a kind of day near that 
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place, thought to he peculiarly adapted for the 
manufiicture of porodam. He undertook an 
analyns of its properties, and found its quar 
lities exceed his expectation. It is at present 
his intention to estaUish a large manufoctory 
of duna at that place, in which he may em- 
ploy the Jews as workmen. You may, per- 
hi^, smile when you know that such a project 
has come across our hrains. But all is in the 
hand of the Lord. 

We cannot, however, be much together, for 
Edmund often robs me of the society of my 
beloved, shuts him up with him in his lap 
boratoiy, where, as I understand, they are 
occupied together with chemical experiments. 
The conduct of the young Count is constantly 
die same ; he often looks on me with evident 
pleasure, and then takmg Levi by the hand, re- 
marks how happy a man he must be. Our con- 
versation parties continue as before, only that 
ifaapresenceof Levig^vesanewcharmto them. 

At this moment the messenger is arrived, 
who is the bearer of the letters firom your fiip 
AorandyiQinseif toLevimdme. In what a 
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shocking state has the rage of the fanatics 
•and the revenge of Jankid involved yout 
Why should I be the unfortunate cause of 
your sufferings? I have hardly pressed the 
cup of joy to my lips, and it is already 
emUttered by gloomy reflections on the suf* 
ferings of my fiiends. I was plunged in 
these reflections, when Levi entered and said, 
** do not vex yourself, my dear Sarah, but 
read this letter from the venerable Abraham, 
and your trouble will soon vanish. You will 
see mudi in the circumstances to ezdte hope, 
and nothing that can create despair.* I then 
read, ^ The madness of Jankiel has gone 
such lengths, that the most superstitious of our 
people begin to open their eyes. One in- 
quires of another, what right this Jankiel with 
the rabluns and elders can have to plunge the 
prosperous into certain ruin? To extract 
from the poor their last morsel of bread, and 
to inflict upon all the pains of fasting and 
hunger ? Moses and Hirsch, who are en- 
gaged in the pursuits of trade, and who look 
forward to nothing but rum from the denun- 
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ciations of Jankid, are almost beside them- 
adves, and come to me privately to seek my 
advice. You may suppose that I take pains 
to shew them in the way of common sense, 
that when they submit to the blind seal of the 
Talmudists, they not only overstep the holy 
icommandments, but even shew their hatred to 
their Maker. In spite of the prejudices en* 
grafted from their earliest youth, it seems 
that my representations have not been with- 
out effect The bare prospect of the peso- 
Ulity that the Israelites will no longer listen 
to the fooUsh tales of the Talmud, but be- 
come freed from the bondage of the elders, 
and return to the pure doctrines of Moses, 
gives me the highest delight They will 
then no longer set themselves in opposir 
tion to the beneficent institutions of the 
country in wUdi they live. When this comes 
to pass, then will Abraham, his last prayers 
bdng accomphshed, descend into that grave 
ibat IS now ready to receive him."* 

It 18 thus your father has written, and his 
words have restored me to hope and comfort 
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My Levi also never ceases in all possible ways 
to promote the views of his venerable friend. 
He still retains love and sympathy for those 
who have so harshly treated him, especially 
when he considers that my &ther will soon be 
also his own. He has written a letter to him 
which, I hope, will touch his heart. May 
Heaven recondle those who are angry with 
each other, and grant peace and tranquillity to 
us and to all our brethren I Farewdl, 
my dear Rachel t and believe that my desire 
for news from you becomes more intense, on 
account of the important dedsiiHis which are 
at present in debate. 

SARAH. 
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LETTER XXX. 

LBYI TO M08B8. 



13th Ab. 



Mat this letter, my honoured sir, cause you 
no surprise though it is from me ! Differences 
of opinion, whose melancholy consequences 
I have felt but too severely, have separated 
U8 ; but a nncere regard for you, and the 
bought that you are the father of one who 
has been dear to me from her childhood and 
will ever remam so, induce me to apply to 
you and to o£fer my best wishes for your hap- 
pness. The persecutions I have endured 
have had no power either to shake my fieuth or 
to diminish my love. As you, my father^ are 
now iuflfering under the horrible sentence 
wUdi was formerly pronounced vspaa me, you 
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mu8t perceive under what miserable pretences 
our elders presume to expel us from the house 
of God, and to exclude us from all intercourse 
with our fellow believers. They precipitate 
us on to ruin, by taking from us all upright 
ways of occupation and by the extortion they 
practise on us. And who has given them the 
right to do 80 ? Ndiher God, nor his serva^t 
Moses, nor the patriarchs, nor the prophets ; 
but the heresiarchs, the worshippers of all the 
absurdities of the Talmud. If Sarah refused 
the hand of Jankiel, was tiiat a crime against 
the nutjesty of Jehovah, or an offence against 
the laws of Moses 7 Should so many believers 
then do penance because Jankiel has not un- 
derstood the way to kindle love ? Conader the 
matter with an unprejudiced understanding. 
Why should you be angry with me 7 Can 
you not hope for as great happiness for your 
Sarah„ and as much benefit in her union with 
me as with Jankiel 7 In me you will find 
reverence for the sacred commandments,— -a 
life without blemish,-— a property more than 
sufficient for moderate desires. Never will Levi 
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forget for a moment that respect which is due 
from the young to the aged, and, least of all, 
to him to whom his beloved Sarah is indebted 
for her existence. The powerful hand of a 
fiiend has taken Sarah from the persecutors. 
If I were not a true Israelite,—- if I did not 
regard the religion of my forefathers,— if I did 
not wish to spare your feelings, I might take 
advantage of that same protection, and this 
very day become the husband of your daugh- 
ter: but the thought of such an act is &r 
from my mind. Notwithstanding the warm 
love I feel for that virtuous muden^ I will 
never receive her hand in marriage but with 
your consent, I bend before you and pray you 
not to withhold that consent. May you be 
freed from the obstinacy of those who now 
unjusdy persecute you! Hearken to him 
who, till the end of his life, wishes to continue 
your fidthfrd son, 

LBVX. 

P.S. I, your long rejected but always 
your upright, req[>ect(ul, and affectionate 
daiighter, j<Hn in .the supplication of my be- 
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loved. Oh, myfiidierl I have endured much 
fuflforing, and pray you no longer to repel 
my denre for reconciliatbn. Pronounce a 
Ueni^g on your affectionate child, and every 
recollection of her past griefr will be instantly 
eradicated fironl her memory, and she will be 
for erer happy. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

8ARAH TO RACHEL. 

S8th Ab. 

Mt Levi 18 80 much more active than mysdf, 
ibat he has discovered more e^qpeditious means 
of getting intelligence from Radawflow ; and 
by tiie last,* it seems as if our afl&irs were 
drawing towards a &vourable condunon* 
God grant a successful issue t We are cheer- 
ful and happy, and indulge delightful hopes ; 
jmd it is natural that we should enjoy our« 
selves. The luxurious table, the elegant 
apartments we occupy, the appropriate oma- 
ments, and all the gratifications of devated 
laSd, are but trifles when compared with the 
attentiops of our anuahle hosts^ which make 
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UB quite forget our severe trials and the dif^ 
ferenoe of our rank, and secure claims to our 
wannest gratitude. 

These nobles are not merely elevated by 
the fiime and the antiquity of thdur fionilies, 
but b)r the refinement of thdrmmds; however, 
as in the most excellent pictures there must 
be some shades, it appears that Made- 
moiselle Samt Fard undertakes the task of 
introdudng them here. Her indelicate in- 
timations, joined with her unappropriate 
laughing, frequentiy interrupts our most ani- 
mated conversation parties. I have already 
mentioned to you tiiat I have not found &- 
vour in the eyes of this painted lady; and Levi 
has not been more fortunate. When he ar-* 
rived, and Saint Fard heard that he was a 
Jew, she cried out to the dder countess, 
^notre maisan depiendra une vraie sffna^ 
gogue/" ** Taise%vaM,madetti(nwUe,'* TepJiei 
the lady with obvious disgust. Altiiough she 
seems to be more cautious, yet I tiiought 
she had given up her unavailing chase after 
Edmund, in order to direct her languishing 



208 LBVI AMD SARAH; 

looks towards Levi. Onoe she said, as in a 
fit of absence of mind, in a kind of soliloquy, 
*^ Monsieur le Ju^estcharnumt: quels yeux! 
quels detUs! sa taurnure est charmantep et 
ilne vumque pas d^ esprit!" At thii, Levi di* 
reeled his fine dark eyes towards me, and the 
imabashed lady became sQent 

We had yesterday a viator at the castle, 
who seems to be of the same class with made« 
moiBcIle; he is a M. Fadowicz, a near 
neighbour, brought up in Paris, and only of 
late come home firom a vint to England. A 
loud cracking of whips announced his arrival, 
and made us all hasten to the vnndow. 
What a «ght presented itself! He was in 
a lig^t curricle, with two wheels, drawn by 
two magnificent race horses, which almost flew, 
widi English harness ornamented with plate,^ 
which seemed to display as many coats of 
arms as could find room on it, and almost co- 
vered the horses; behind stood two grooms, 
in scadet spencers and rich embroidered Uack 
sashes. The proud horses trotted as for a 
wager, and when arrived at the grand en« 
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trance, the gentleman drew the rans, and 
instantly, with the further foot stretched out, 
and the inner foot firm on the ground, they 
stood in the fixed posture of an antique 
statue. 

The grooms jumped out as quick as 
lightning, one held the reins, the other 
took the wlup. The youth stepped out of 
the carriage, took a cambric handkerchief 
and though there was no dust, as it had 
rained just before, dusted hunself mth it all 
over. He then drew out a small bottb of 
scented water, poured it on his handkerchief 
andhaving adjusted his cravat, with two steps 
ascended the stairs, and in an instant was in 
the salon. Though Fadowicz had seen the 
young Count but once before, he accosted 
him with all the fiuniliarity of a fiiend whom 
he had known for years. After a fiuhionable 
bow to the rest of the company, he threw 
himself on a sofii, and reclined at his ease. 
His dress was in the newest mode ; under a 
black firock coat appeared a waistcoat, wlute . 
as snow, beneath which was seen another of 
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blue nik. His nedcdoth seemed composed 
of a hundred folds, so artificially wound round 
that it must have cost Fadowicz a deal of 
time to have put it on properly. He wore 
enormously large white pantaloons, firom 
which dangled a number of prodigious seals. 
His white oik stockings were as thin as a 
spider^s web, whilst highly polished shoes 
completed the attire of the coxcomb. 

As soon as this beau had made himself 
comfortable on the sofa, and had taken a sur- 
vey of all the party, he began a conversation 
with Edmund in the French .language, mixed 
up with a great number of English words. 
The young count replied to him somewhat 
tardy, and, as if he wished to lead him to use 
his mother tongue, spoke only in Polish. It 
was in vain, and it would have appeared as 
if Tadowicz did not understand more than a 
few words in his native language. Every 
^ thing in his own country, like its tongue, he 
rj seemed to treat as vulgar,bad, or intolerable; 
he mamtained that tiiere was ndther litera- 
ture science, nor art, to be found in the coun- 
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try; and that having broken an English glass 
tea chest, he had not been able to tephce it 
in the whole kingdom. ^^ Ce8ttmpay9pitoy^ 
abler were the words with which he concluded 
his declamation* 

Edmmid, who is a zealous defender of 
whatever he deems good in his own country, 
attacked and beat the opjposer of it with mo- 
desty, but vrith animation. ^ I do not deny/ 
said he, ^'that in new discoveries, in the 
fine arts, and in literature, we are still fax 
from the perfection which the Germans, the^ 
English, the Erench, and the Italians can 
boast ; if we follow those nations only slowly 
step by step, die anarchy, the n^ligence, and 
the idleness of our ancestors are alone to 
blame ; but it does not follow that a nation, 
now awakened from the letiiargy produced by 
the fiital events of the latter end of the last 
century, should not strive to gain that dis- 
tinction which their ancestors bave lost by 
their negligence. 

^ The fury of party rage destroyed the 
.buQding, whmi it had hardly commenced, and 
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buried in its ruins those who had begun it. 
But as many respectable defenders hare be* 
oome security for the future, we should all 
apply our best abilities to the promotion of the 
gen^ good. How many institutions are 
formed, how many manufectories established 
which tend to show the desire of improve^ 
menti And what is there unattainable, if all 
would exert themsdres to benefit their coun- 
try 7 If there are with us no crystal tea 
diestSy yet at Mirsh and some otiier places 
Tery good glass is made ; and if tiiose of 
fordgn countries are more adapted for hold- 
ing tea, it is not on that account they are 
preferred, but because they are better cut 
and are much more expensiye. We hare 
several febrics of doth, as wdl as flocks that 
yield fine wool, why do we not give orders 
that our troops and our domestics should 
wear our own doth 1^ ^ Never, never,* re- 
plied Fadowic^ ''will your doth attain the 
brilliancy and softness of that of Sedan ; " 
here he lifted up his dbow to the light, and 
diewed us the glossy doth of his frock coa^ 
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and added, ^so then, it is patriotism to wear 
home-made doth! Where would you find 
the makers of it, in a country where every 
man follows the plough 7* 

'^ As to what regards manu£Eictures/ said 
Levi, ^ a view should be chiefly had to my 
brethren, the Jews.* ^ Comment r said Fa- 
dowicz, fidl of astonishment ** Monsieur est 
Jn^f Jc ne faurois jamais devine comment 
Monsienr estJuff. Est ilpossiblet Comment 
peutonStreJuffr '^ Rien de plus facile, 
' quand on est ne dans cette religion^ 

^ Monsieur lejuifa He Umg-temps a Pa^ 
risf" *' I have never left Poland,* said LevL 
^ Cependant, cette taumure, cette fadUte f* 
^ They are merely the e£kct of a good educa- 
tion, and of competition with the Count,** 
said Levi. '^ Then that must be witch- 
craft,* said Fadowicz. ^^I hope, likewise, 
to have a family, but I shall have my child«^ 
ren brought up in Paris, for I do not see 
that any patriotism can require the children 
of Polish nobles to learn or to speak tiie 
Polish language.* Fadowics then remarked 
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the carpet of the room^and said^ *^ So, County 
though you pnuse our inland manu&ctures, 
yet I see you can buy an English carpet.*' 
^ You are mistaken, my* dear mr^ answered 
Edmund, ^'for the one you see is from a 
Polish workshop.* ^ Ah I I see it now ; it is 
•Polish, for it is very thin and lighf '^ I will 
bet you a wager,"* said Edmund, '' that it is 
both thicker and heavier than the English 
carpets.** ^ Nay,** said Fadowicz, ''I shall 
not bet I do not see much patriotism in 
preferring a PoUsh to an English carpet* 

The conversation was for a moment sus- 
pended, when Fadowicz left the sofe, drew his 
fingers through his long black locks, looked 
^own to admire his shining shoes, and with 
his hand in lus waistcoat pocket approached 
the young Countess, to whom he address^ 
some observations. The airs of this young 
man, and the pains he took to shew himself 
iiff, made but little impression on her; and 
flhe replied to ihem with polite but cold indif- 
ference. During the visit Fadowicz had fre- 
quently stared at me, and now whispered to 
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Edmund, *^ Qui est eette jetmt peramaef^ 
but quite loud enough to be beaid. ^ She is % 
he zepliedt ^ a young Jewbh girl who has 
taken refuge in our house.** '^ EUe est du^ 
NemeniJcJie/ vomm ites heureux, man cherr 
''That is her betrothed husband,** said the 
Count, pointing to Levi. ^ QtieH ee que fm 
fmt^ he stammered with some embarrassment, 
^ taut meuxr and then drawmg near to me, 
he said, '^ MademoUeUe est Juke f*" I an- 
swered, '^ I do not understand French;** then 
rose, took up my knitting, and removed to a 
distant part of the room. ^* Cest eauDoge, 
i^est encore gauche^ he said to Edmund ; 
^ V0U9 aprivaiserek celar and burst mto 
a violent laugh. The Count looked witii 
pity on Fadowicz, who lounged round the 
apartment, and then iutt down to a piano-forte, 
exclainung, '' This is a Vienna instrument** 
^ No,** said the Count, ** it was made by Lesc- 
zynski in Warsaw.** '' Cest impo$s%Uer 
** You may see the maker^s name upon it*! 
He b^an to jingle with it, and then witii« 

X 
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out being asked to do so^ rang the romance 
^ Petit chagrmr 

When he had finished the song, which 
seemed to have given much self-satisfiEustion, he 
saw some books on the piano, one the tragedy 
of ^ Barbara,* by Felmski, the other that of 
« Lnitgard/ by Kropinski* : he took them up, 
turned over a few leaves carelessly, and said 
to the Countess, ^ Comment vous lisez celaV 
^ IVhy notr said she, '' they are most excel- 
lent performances.* ^ Pour moije ne caimoie 
que Racine.'' '^ Have you seen these on the 
stage at Warsaw?* said Edmund. ^ I have 
never been in a Polish theatre in my life/ he 
replied. '^ I am very glad the government 
have appropriated four thousand ducats for 
foreign plays, and that there is a French 
theatre which is exduavely firequented by_ 
homie canykignie, whilst no one worth think* 
ing about goes to the Polish play-housei'* 

. * Kfopiaaki is a living author, wlio hat produced 
leveral cdier pieces beddee that named in die text, and 
it a fimofita with the jmUie at Wanaw. 
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' Edmund replied to this with some spirit^ 
^ It is a pity that fiuhion should, by prefisrring^ 
the miserable performances of foreign couii- 
tries, prevent our own national theatre firom 
attaining some d^ee of perfection. It is a / 
shame to see our boxes emp^, and those of 
the French theatre orerflowing. Whoever 
any new piece is brought out» there is quite a 
rage amongst us to be able to say that we 
hare been to see it The multitude prefer 
decorations, with thunder and lightning and 
angels floating in the clouds, to the most ex- 
quisite poetry: and so it is likely to continue^ 
unless what is called ' the good company ' set a 
different example.'* '' I have heard,** said Fa- 
dowiczy ** that all kind of nonsense is to be 
seen at our theatres, just as it used to be in 
the old times when the Polish magnates were 
of more consequence than the king; and that 
all thdr efforts are directed to catch the popu- 
lace by pompous advertisements whidi make 
all avoid them and repur to the French house.* 
^ Some go there,* said Edmund, ^ and J am 
sorry I must aUow it, because they understand 

x2 
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French better than Polish; and others go to 
see tliem and to admire their nodding plumes 
in the crowded boxes^ and to follow them in 
applaucUng a blockhead whom they take for 
some heto, or perhaps for Sigismund Augus- 
tus." ^' This shews, however," said Fadowics, 
^ that there, is not patriotism enough to fill 
the Polish theatre.'' 

^ I should like to know,"* said the Count, 
^ in what you make patriotism to consist 
You hare asserted that a man may be a good 
PoK And yet be ignorant of his native lan- 
guage. You think it no derogation to your 
country to prefer foreign artists and artisans 
to those of your own, though the latter may be 
▼ery good ; and you treat the national stage 
with contempt, and avoid visiting it. AH 
these you even boast of. Now I must 
request you to tell me in what manner we 
can fulfil our duty if we become indifferent 
to every thing that can tend to improve our 
people. Can it redound to our honour to send 
away .the money gained by the blood and 
sweat of our peasantry^ and to tread on the 
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graves of our ancestors in the character of 
Frenchmen or of Englishmen^ and not in that 
of Poles?* ** Vaus prenez les ehoses trap au 
^erieux!" said Fadowicz^ as he seiaed Us hat 
and took leave* 

What a ridiculous creature I IfourTal- 
mudic folly has degraded us in the estimation 
of the worlds how much more' would a fo- 
reign education^ which produces such as 
this Fadowicz^ tend to the same eflEectl 
Do not be angry at the excursive length 
of this letter : being happy in the sodety of 
my Levi, and in the! persuasion that you 
too will speedily enjoy similar felidty, I 
have ^ven free scope to my pen, and only now 
lay it down because compelled by fotigiie to 
do so. 

. ' Levi has written to my father, and I hiave 
added a few lines to his. May the genuine 
expressions of our love have tibdr due effect 
on his parental heart! We look with eager 
anxiety for his reply, and for intelligence con^ 
ceming all the events and prospects that inte- 
rest you. Farewell 
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LETTER XXXII. 

ABRAHAM TO LBVI. 

97tliAk 
Bow down^ my young friend, before the ma« 
jesty of the Most High God! The everlasting 
goodness of the Lord has not only saved you 
and yours from destruction, but has also bro- 
ken in pieces those fetters which have long held' 
the people of Israel in darkness and bondage. 
Attend whilst I relate what has happened. 
More than three weeks a great part of the 
bhalntants of this town had pined under 
the grief and oppression arinng from the 
excommunication wluch Jankiel pronounced. 
All of them suffered, but Moses, the frither of 
Sarah, fiur beyond the others. You know the 
extsDt.of hb bunness. As all Us operadons 
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were raspended, the amount of Ids injury was 
almost incalculable. To fill up the measure of 
his losses arrived news that more than a hun- 
dred horses which had reached the frontier 
could not be smuggled over the boundary line« 
on account of the prohilntion to serve Moses, 
which Jankid had issued among the Jews. 
The consequence was,* that the whole of the 
horses were sdzed by the officers of the fron- 
tier, and a heavy fine was imposed on Moses 
fi>r the illegal attempt. At recdving the in- 
telligence of this disaster, Moses tore his hair, 
covered his head with ashes, and wept most 
bitterly: the despair of Hirsch was equally 
dreadfiil. When the first feeling of their pain 
was somewhat abated, they came secretly to 
ask my advice. ^ I am sorry,** said I to them, 
'^ that you reqiure of me advice from the 
suggestions of your personal advantage rather 
than from those higher ones of a relig^us na- 
ture, which till now you would never attend 
to. You have treated me as an apostate, al- 
though I constantiy regarded you as my bre- 
thren. . I will not, however, at this period of 
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calamity withhold from you my oounseL You 
liave become delinquents as far as regards the 
Sovemment^ by your frequent and extensive 
violations of the laws; but you would not> 
perhaps^ have done so if it had not been for 
that accursed doctrine which you have im- 
bibed fit>m the treatise named Megilla^ in 
your Talmud, which afiirms * that it is allow- 
able in a Jew to deceive and cheat the Christ* 
ians.' You have lost considerably in your 
trade ; you are famished with hunger; you 
have been filled with rage against your own 
diildren; and why has this happened-to you ? 
On account of the curses which the raving 
Jankiel has denounced. And why have they 
been thundered forth ? Is it for any trans- 
gression of the precq>ts of our religion 7 It 
is not It is because your excellent daugh- 
ter refrised the hand of a wild fanatic^ whom 
ahe could never love. Who gave Jankiel 
this power? Was it given by the word 
-of God or by the institutions of Moses? 
It has been, your own blindness, your 
own superstitMHii which has bestowed* upon 



OR THE JEWISH LOVERS. 313 

him the power to injure you. You hare 
brought yourselves to the brink of de- 
struction, and there is no way of salvation 
left, but to become obedient to the pure 
and genume word of God, to cast away 
for ever that source of all your sufferings, 
the Talmud, to give ear no longer to the 
i^y tales, by belief in which your worthless 
Elders have oppressed and deceived you. You 
must look on all men, without distinction 
of nation or religion, as your brethren. 
Would you continue to trust to the Talmud^ 
which commands you to hate your fellow 
men, or to those commands of love which 
have been traced out by the finger of God 
himself.* ''Do you hear I doyouhear!** spoke - 
Moses and Hirsch suddenly to each other ; 
then turning to me they said, '' what you 
have been speaking of, Abraham, appears 
very obvious to us ; but it is not the work of 
an instant to give up the Talmud, which we 
have cherished for many years, and to whidi 
we have given a place far above that o£ the 
Bible. Allow us, then, to reflect on what you 
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hiive said, and now we cxnly beg you to tell 
us if we may cairy on our budness whilst this 
curse is still on our heads, without violating 
any of the precq>t8 of our holy relig^n. We 
have lost so much, and are every day loong < 
so much more, that our waggoners, with their 
wives and children, who have nothing but 
tfaar wages to subsist on, are actually dying 
from hunger. What shall we do, how shall 
we act?* I then proceeded to recommend 
them to disregard the ban under which they 
were placed, to labour in all lawful pursuits, 
but to take espedal care to practise ndther 
I decdt nor fraud. 

I Thqr 1^ my house satisfied with what had 
passed, and before three hours had elapsed a 
great many of the waggons were in motion. 
I I was glad to see that the people did not 
J oppose the departure of the waggons; how-" 
I ever, some of our xealous rabbis and the 
^ dders ran out, called to the drivers, pointed 
J out toihem the sentence of eicommunication, 
f and attempted to detain thenu Thdr oppori* 
f tionwaswnavittlmgandthecarxiagesproceeded. 



OR THB JEWISH LOVERS. 315 

The chief rabbi displayed his ragey and sent 
meflsengersy to trard day and night, to Jan- 
kiel« to inform him how contemptuously his 
holy reqmsitions had been regarded. In a 
few days every one began to laugh at the pro- 
hibition : they worked, and even communicated 
with those under the curse ; and I had the 
gratification to know that my admomtions 
had not a Utde contributed to these effects. 
This sudden change to peacefiil intercourse, 
however hard, was not the last struggle. 
On the fifih day Jankid arrived, and col- 
lected the bdievers in the Temple ; Us ap- 
pearance awakened some anxiety and some em- 
barrassment, the natural effects of such long 
blind servitude. 

Moses and Hirsdi inquired of me if they 
ought to go with the others. Isaidyoumay 
go with me, for the period is arrived when we 
must once for all shew to our misguided people 
how they are blinded, and thus either open 
their eyes, or perish in the attempt to do 
so. 

Having said tins, I took my garments of 



316 LBVI AND SARAH; 

devotion and went to the house of God, in 
company with Moses, Hirsch, and Chainu 
We found it filled with a great crowd. Jaut 
kid, with a number of others,occupied the place 
of digni^, and seemed excited and furious, 
and our entrance evidently increased his rage. 
Upbti sedng us, he cried, ^ Depart, ye trans- 
gressors and evil doers, from the threshold of 
IsraeL** As I had scarcely heard him, I 
stepped a little nearer, when he agun shouted 
most loudly to the people : *^ Do not yousee 
whatispasdng? Do you not hear my voice 7 
Whosoever among you is a true ^Hebrew, 
whosoever is obedient to the chief of the 
Chassidim, lifi up your hands, and with power 
drive out the excommunicated firom the house 
of the Lord.'' Upon this, Schmul, Josnel, 
David, the son of Schmul, Isaac, Benjamih, 
and Reuben, advanced towards us with iheir 
fists clendied, when Hirsch cried to Jankiel, 
^ Will you thus suffer your own father to be 
beaten to death ? '^ <* Yes ; &iher, mother, 
brother, and sister, and even every branch of 
the fiumlyl*' cried the raving fanatic At 
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the found of tliese words^ eveq those men 
who befiire had unshaken &ith in him seemed 
astounded, and ihus the attack on us, to whidi 
they were advancing, was suspended. Asto- 
nishment, disgust, and distraction, seemed to. 
have sdzed the whole assembly ; even Jankiel 
himself became pale and confused, hemmed, 
coughed, and blinked with his small eyes,.and 
at length, with his head sunk between his 
shoulders, rather fill than seated himself on 
the bench, before which he was standing. I 
seized the opportunity of the general disgust 
which this conduct of Jankiel had excited 
among the people, and addressed them to the 
followmg purpose :-— 

^ People of Israel, all who hear me this 
day I If any fif you, from the oldest to the 
youngestip can accuse me of maintaining 
falsehood for truth ; if any one can say I 
have done him an injury ; that I have trans- 
gressed any of the precepts of our holy re- 
ligion, or have acted contrary to virtue and 
the love of my breihren, let him stand forth, 
and I will be nlent and hearken to hinu*^ I 
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tiien ceased^ not a sound was uttered, anid 
I proceeded ifaus :*— ^ Your silent attention 
gives me permisrion to address you* In this 
•atupefiu^tion of Janldel you may percdve the 
. finger of the Lord, who has had compassion on 
his people, and wills that they shall no longer 
continue the sport of raving zealots. To 
what a state have thdr erroneous doctrines, 
tiidr inhuman follies, and the mad ezplicar 
tions of the Talmudists brought us ? . Look 
around you I Look at your brethren scat- 
tered over the iiEuse of the whole earth! What 
are we but rqected and despised Tagrants? 
Can we ever have a country when we call 
that a fordgn land in which for centuries we 
have fiamd protection? Can we hope to find 
fiiends when we contend against the rights of 
humanity with all who are not Hebrews, 
whibt our leaders inculcate everlasting hatred, 
and we fly fimn our fiUow-men as though 
ihqr were monsters ? No state can acknow- 
ledge those for its dtisens who do not respect 
the laws, nor submit to the established tribu- 
nals.. Our dress, our language, our manners. 
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all are antirsocial. And why is it so ? Be- 
cause our elders confirm us in them* These 
follies and errors are such a source of profit 
to them that they feel an interest in with- ^ 
holding instruction fix>m us. How long shall '^ 
we submit to tins ? How very diflferent was 
the salvation and the strength of Israel in • 
the time of David and of Solomon, when the 
God of Zion was adored, when nothing was 
known of the Talmud, and when no other 
commandments were enforced but those which 
were preserved in the ark of the covenant! 
What a wonderful change has taken place 
between the power and dignity of those days 
and our degradation at the present time I Shall 
the Israelites, who cannot but be impressed 
with this contrast, still adhere to all the cor- 
ruptmg nonsense of the Talmudists, and not 
return to those laws under which they lived 
so long in a happy and prosperous condition ? 
'* Hear me, Israelites I I have completed 
my eighty-^gfaih year. I stand on the brink 
of the grave, and must soon be gathered with 
my fathers. : At such a period it is imposrible 
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I ahould wish to lead you wrong. Could I 
dosoonihis spot, thefightning of an avenging 
God nught deservedly &n on my head. Butas 
I see that the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, has touched your hearts, and open^ 
ed your ears to the truth, I hope that you will 
rec&ve my thoughts and words as in some 
measure a revelation from Him. It is m truth 
so, for I speak in the fulness of that spirit 
which His commands dictate.** I then took 
the table of the law, and lifting it up before 
the eyes of the whole assembly, exclaimed : 
^ Swear to me by this, the true law of the 
Most High, that it alone shall be from hence- 
forth your venerated and sacred guide and 
regulator I ** With a general emotion, which 
It is imposrible to describe, they shouted, 
^ We swear it solemnly.** '^ Thanks be given,** 
I proceeded to say, ''to the ahmghty Jehovah I 
It is not enough that we swear to hearken only 
to the law, which God has given us by the 
hand of Moses ; but we mus£ renounce for 
ever aU the extravagancies and superstitions 
whidi the obstinaqr of human, error has 
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heaped upon us.* '' Let them all be for ever 
destroyed,* cried the assembly. I then took 
fire firom the burning incense and applied it 
to the towering pile of the folios of the Tal- 
mud, the ACschna, the Gemara, and all their 
Cabalistical commentators, till the whole of 
those wicked books were utterly consumed, 
whilst the joyful shouts ' of the people ascended « 
with the smoke of them towards heaven. 

This, my dear young friend, is not my 
work; it has not been eflfected by my feeble 
efforts, but by the mighty arm of the most 
high God. May the example we have thus 
given be universally followed I May all en^ 
lightened Israelites unite together, that the 
inhuman doctrines and practices of our ddera 
may be speedily brought to an end I You 
can scarcdy conceive the joy I feel at this ma- 
nifestation, which our people b^^ to display I 
What pure satisfiBustion has been experienced 
from the happy change I The diange which 
during many years I have in private been pre- 
paring, has at length been actually brought into 
effect May the consequences l^ the prosperity 
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of our whole nation, founded upon the follow- 
ing rules now adoptedl 

1st The Bible, including the whole of the / 
sacred books, shall be alone acknowledged as / Q: 
the law of God. t 

Stnd. The Tahnud, Mischna, and Gemara, / 
with all the commentaries upon them, shall /<0^ 
be burnt, as bring disgraceful to God andf 
man. 

3rd. The Israelites shall become acquainted 
with the doctrines of thdr holy religion 
through the sacred writings, but must repair 
to the schools of the country for instruction in 
matters of science and art 

4th. No young man under twenty-four 
years of age, nor young female under 
dghteen, shall marry ; and die mq>tials must 
be performed before the government au- 
thorities. 

5th* Our religious institutions shall be re- 
gulated, as iar as posrible, according to laws 
contained in the books of Moses. Instead of 
the inqposts to the Elders, the whole of our 
Polish Israelites shall raise a contribution. 
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which shall be applied, at some place indicated 
by the government, to build up on a propox^ 
tionate scale, the temple of Solomon ; in which 
the ark of the covenant, the tripods, the vdl, 
^ and the altar of incense shall be placed. 

6th. Approved rabbins and a high priest 
shall be chosen and recdve ihmr induction from 
the^state, and Levites shall be nominated 
to perform the ceremonies that are com^ 
manded. 

7th. As from henceforward all the civil 
transactions of the Jews will be under the au- 
thority of the mag^trates of the country, the 
rabbins must be forbidden, under penalty of 
dismission and imprisonment, to interfere in 
any other than religious affidrs. All cabals 
and fraternities of elders are for ever abo- 
lished, and the Polish language must be 
adopted by every Jew who fears the Lord* 

8th. In every place where there is a suf- 
ficient number of Hebrews, the rabUn shall 
perform the service of God in ibe Polish lan^ 
goage. 
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9t]u Every Jew who, bdng a tutor, shall 
dare to initiate another into the doctrines of 
the Tahnud, Misdina, and Gemara, shall be 
heavily punished by fine and imprisonment 

lOtL All printers who shall print the 
Talmud, or any of the forbidden books, 
shall be heavily fined and imprisoned for a ^ 
long term of years ; as shall every bookseller 
who hnports such books, or reodves subscript 
tions for the printing of them in other 
countries. 

Such are the principal laws which I and 
my brethren have proposed, laws which cor« 
respond to those of our great law-giver ;--^ 
which are suitable to the government of the 
country, and fully adapted to our necessities^ 
If we were an independent people, and were 
the lords of Palestme, these laws would be 
sufficient In our present rituation, it is doing 
a great deal to remove the Talmudic influence 
whidi cherished our blindness, and prevented 
us firom improvement . .. ; 

I am satisfied that you, as an Israelite, and 
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as wishing prosperity to our people^ will re* 
joiod at this news. You are the first to whom 
I impart it, because I know, that whatever 
may contribute to the purity of our religion is 
as dear to you as your own welfiure. I can- 
not omit noticing that your fieuitastical rival, 
the lauded Janldel, has been so affected by 
tihe events I have related, that be seems to be 
quite stupified and has passed several days in 
a kind o£ insenribility ; and in the progress of 
the paroxysm, he seems to have lost what 
little understanding be ever possessed. His 
fiither, out of compassion, has sent him home 
in a dose carriage. It will r^oice you and 
Sarab to be told, that your letter, and per- 
haps the new circumstances in which Moses 
is placed, have overcome the reluctance he be- 
fore felt to your union. His liberation firom 
the prejudices in which be was long bound 
have contributed their share to this change ; 
but all this you will best comprehend firom his 
own letter, which I inclose in this. Let us 
rejoice, my dear finend. The storm whidi 
tbreatened is passed over, and a bright day 
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bas appeared both for you and for our natioii. 
I am mudi fiitigiied^ and somewhat furprised 
that I have been able to write so long a letter. 
My Radid greets you all cordially. 

• • ABRAHAM*. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

M0BB8 TO LEVI. 



26th Ab. 



Immediately after the arrival of your letter a 
great dumge was brought about I now for 
the first time perceive that Abraham is a maa 
in whom the spirit of God dwells, for before 
his voioe Jankiel sunk into a feeble stupi- 
dity ; even that Jankiel whom I had looked up 
to as to a saint As soon as Abraham began to 
speaks it appeared as if a bandage had fiJlen 
from my eyes, and that for the first time in 
my life I could see dearly. It seemed also to 
the whole assembly as if he was speakmg firom 
real inspiration. The furious Jankiel, the 
chief cause of all our obduracy, was removed ; 
but, unfortunately, too late to benefit me* 



S28 LBVI AND SARAH ; 

The seateoce he had attered against me was 
-die cause of some enonnous losses. The 
1>itter sorrow I have endured has rooted out 
of my heart all its animosity against you; and 
the thought of the nuptial expenses at a mo- 
ment when perhaps my ruin is at hand, 
crasQs me no small trouble. You know that I . 
liad some hundred horses on the frontier 
when I could not be there to conduct them 
orer the boundary, that they have all been 
ataxdi, and that a fine has been imposed on 
me, which, if it cannot be averted, must make 
me a very poor man. I tremble at -the bare 
thought of the large sum of money I am on 
the point of losing. Only thinki If there 
was only a angle hundred horses, costing forty 
roubles each, then there is the profit of eight 
hundred roubles, besides the fine, and what 
has been given as a douceur to the officers. 
* Alas I alas! so much money losti Mybrain 
bums, the deathnsweat starts from my fi>re- 
head, and I shall certainly die or go mad un^ 
less you hasten to my asflstance. I have been 
infenned that your property is mudi larger 
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tlian I had supposed. I know, too, that you 
ham aa intiiiiate connectkm with a very dis* 
tinguished person of great interest in a certain 
quarter; apply your credit with that person to 
stay tiie execution, which is now about to be 
issued, tin means can be obtained to meet it. 
Oh,thatinfismalJan]delI If it had not been 
for hini, I should have been mth the custom- 
house oflkers at the fitontier, and ibis misfoi^ 
tune would not have happened. I still am 
borne down hy my trouble, and can scarcely 
be said to live. Alas I what will become of 
mel My only hope rests on you; thinks 
Ihen, that the hand of Sarah depends on your 
assistance. If you save me from this trouble^ 
I will bless you from the bottom of my heart. 
I embrace my Sarah. 

M08B8. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

RACHEL TO SARAH. 

ISthEloeL . 

You are happy, my dear Sarah, in having a 
dnoere lorer and a benevolent and powerful 
fiiend. At the moment that your father be- 
lieved himself to be ruined and had given him- 
self up to the wildest despair, your Levi 
appeared like an angel from heaven, and in a 
short space flew over the whole country to hb 
he^. Furnished as he is with introductions 
from Count Tenczyn, and sparing neither his 
money, his time, hb trouble, nor his mgenuity, 
I do flatter myself, that without offendmg 
against the law, he will be able to succeed so 
as to avert the worst of the circumstances 
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whidi lib qpecalatioiis threatened to bring on 



I cinnok avoid tdfing you that, at the first 
meetmg^ both yoor fiither and Hirsdi exhi- 
bited very powerful emotions. Both threw 
themsdves mto the arms of Levi^ and em- 
braced him with such oveipowering jojr, that I 
was almost afiraid thqr would have stifled fainu 
'^ Take my Sarahs* cried your fiither. ^ I give 
her to you vrith all my heart May you be 
happyl I give you my blessing/ Your af« 
fixtionate mother wept tears fi)r joy, and Levi 
kissed the hands of your parents, saying, 
^ Though I have been long repelled, I have 
never been angry, but have merely lamented 
over the errors in wluch a wild fimatidsm 
has held you in captivity. You did not per- 
ceive, my fiither. that diougfa I was an enemy 
to the madness and ezaggeraticm of the 
Cabalists, I was a firm adherent to the 
Mosaic law and a jeealous defender of my own 
pecqple against their encroadbmenta. Yon 
have reaped the mebmdiQly firuit of their sdf^ 
ish powcor and thdr wild enthunasm, and 
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you have been taught that the inhuman doc- 
trine, that none oiher but Jews are men, and 
tliat it is pennitted to us to cheat them, is . 
most injurious, by the ruin to the brink of 
wUch it has brought you. You may now, 
that Heaven has forced the light of truih upon 
you, make a firm determination never to prac- 
tise deceit towards other people. Believe me, 
my fiither, the best and securest way is that 
of truth and uprightness."* Moses promised 
tins most solemnly, and thus became recon- 
died in fnenddiip and in truih wiih him whom 
thqr had before so eagerly persecuted." 

What have you, my dear Sarah, now left 
to wish for? Your Leri is a handsome^ a 
very handsome mani What eyes I what a 
figure I what a presence ! His understand- 
ing and the sweetness of his manners are 
quite enchanting. It is lucky that I am in 
bve with Samuel, or I could not answer for 
myself that I should not have Men in love 
widi your Leri. He firequenily visits my far 
iher, who has fidi a great indinatbn to his so- 
de^. ' They are both inexpressibly happy; 
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and b^gin to look forward firom this great 
change to a complete regeneration of the 
whole of our Polish IsraeL May God grant 
the acoompluhment of their benevolent hopes! 

Your suflferings, my dear Sarah, are now 
ended, and I most sincerely rejmce at it. 
You will soon quit the qplendid apartments, 
the noble gardens, and the elevated society m 
which you now live ; but I know you too weQ 
not to believe, that the smallest cottage in 
which you may live wiih him that has been en- 
deared to you from your earliest days, will 
have more charms for you than all those 
luxuries by which you are now surrounded. 

Levi will deliver this letter. He is in 
haste to depart, and we must not even wish 
to detain him, for the nearer ihe object of our 
wishes, the more do our desires increase. It 
is a pity that Count Tenczyn should insist on 
having the wedding celebrated in his castle. 

Your parento will depart to-morrow. My 
&tfaer is much occupied with the new regula- 
tions, and suffers from the weakness ci dd 
age, and yet I have a difficulty in restrainiqg 
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him firom setting out on a journey to see you. 
He sends you his blesring, to which I join ihe 
wannest good wishes of my heart. 

It is the wish of my firfher that our mar- 
riage should take place on the same day wiih 
youxv. These events could not have been ce- 
lebrated under more favourable auspices. It 
is tma that my Samuel is not a Levi, but he 
is a noble-minded and excdlent man ; and I 
am persuaded that I shall be happy with 
lAfn^ f 

Farewell^ my dear friend I We hear that 
Janldd IS now become completely insane* 

UACEBIm 
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LETTER XXXV. 

8ARAH TO .RACHEL. 

aSthEkeL 

The first knowledge of my happiness ought, 
most assuredly, to be communicated to her 
who has been the confidential participator of 
all my sufferings and my sorrows. I can 
scarcely express the feelings of my heart as 
my bdoved mother threw her arms around 
mc, and as I beheld ihe tears of affection that 
started firom the eyes of my once enraged and 
angry &ther. The feelings of that moment 
more than repaid me for the long period d 
pain. You alone were absent, but I knew 
you were happy; and with that thought I 
was satisfied. We were too much accus- 
t<nned to the strokes of fiite and to the disq^ 
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pointments of hope, to dday the celebration of 
our union. Yesterday, I was united for ever 
to my dear LevL A flood of the purest bliss 
filled my heart A time may arrive when 
the strength of that feeling may not continue 
so intense; but respect and fiill confidence 
will never fiul us,—- can never be lost through 
our fiiture lives. The young count conducted 
me to the place (^marriage. An enlightened 
rabbin performed the ridiculous ceremony,, 
which is usually practised on such occasions. 
The pure word of God sealed the vows which 
our fips pronounced. After it was over, Levi 
suggested to me to present to the count my 
gold medal of Stephen Bathori, wUch he ac- 
cepted with thanks, and led me to the castie 
to the £nner to which we had been invited. 
My &ther wore under-dothes and mantle of 
black gros de Tours, with large sHver hooks 
and eyes; and my mother wore 9^ ponceau co- 
loured velvet gown, and had the firiUs of her 
cap adorned with thousands of pearls. A 
rich necklace descended to her bosom, and 
was fitttened with a large diamond pin. You 
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can hardly ooncmve how astonished tfaey were 
to look at their own magnificent appearance 
as they entered the stately portico of the 
princely castle. Nothing shews a kind heart 
more than sparing the feelings of those who 
are consdous of their inferiority. Edmund 
gave a proof of this when he ohserved tokens 
of some confusion in my parents, by exercLdng 
his usual kindness and civility ; and out of re- 
gard to their long cherished prejudices, de« 
dined ntting down with us at the marriage 
festival 

The best Jewish cooks were engaged to 
dress the dinner after our own manner, and 
Edmund went round the table to see that 
every thing was appropriate and in abundance. 
At the end of the dinner he took a glass of 
wine, and drank to the health of the newmar« 
ried couple, and my husband returned the 
compliment by toasting the count and his fiir 
mily, and by expresnng his gratitude and our 
united Irishes for ihdr contmued prosperity. 
During the whole entertainment Edmund, 
took particular care to watdi the servants, 

St 
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that no indications of contempt at the com- 
pany, n<Nr indelicate acts or words should be 
used. Just at the condusion. Mademoiselle 
St Fard pushed into the room, and seeing 
my &iher exclaimed, '' Ah! quel vUain Mor 
rabout!^ upon wludi the count advanced, took 
her by the arm, and led her out 

So very kind was the whole conduct of this 
young nobleman in every respect, that I will 
not conceal that it was with regret I left a 
house in which I had experienced such nu- 
merous proofs of the most pure goodness. 
Amelia seemed distressed at our separation. 
She has made considerable progress in the 
Polish language, her pronundation is much 
improved, and she begins to have a Polish 
taste; and all this she has acquired from a 
Jewess. My love for her, and my gratitude 
to all the fimiily, will accompany me through 
the whole of my future life. To-morrow we 
shall leave this place. We shall spend^two 
days wiihyou,and then proceed to Iha^ where 
my husband has bought a house and furnished 
it, and intends to establish a manufactory. 
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How happy I shall be when I embrace you ! 
May ihe Ueasing of the God of Abraham, 
Iiaac, and Jacob be with us, and wiih the 
whole Israel of God« 

SARAS. 
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CONCLUSION. 

If our Hebrew hero and heroine should have 
exdted any interest in my readers in the 
course of these letters, they may perhaps de- 
sire to know what became of them and of the 
others who have been noticed ; and if so, I 
will readily gratify their curiosity, - First, as 
regards the new m arried couple, the noble 
Levi and his chaxmng^llnJe. Thoy are *^ ^ 
happy, and their love, if possible, continues to 
increase. His china manufacture is continu- 
' ally improving, and although the English al- 
most give theirs away, and \nsh to destroy 
his trade, yet Levi is determined to persevere 
and not to yield to them. He began by 
making common plates and dishes, and has 
advanced by making other articles on more 
tasteful models, till he has produced some 
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very valoable vases, of the Etruscan form, 
with representations copied either from the • 
antique or from events in our national history* 
In his fabric he employs only the young Jews ; 
who, whilst they are acquiring ihe arts, are 
carefully instructed, and their hearts duly im* 
pressed with pure religion and morality. 

God has given to ihe young couple three 
children, two boys and a girl. The sons are 
named after thdr fitther and grandfather, 
Levi and Moses. The daughter, Bathsheba, 
is a lovely creature, the joy and delight of her 
parents. 

In their mtercourse with the most respect* 
able people in their neighbourhood, it is shown 
in what manner virtue, intelligence, educac 
tion, and honourably acquired affluence may. 
be made to recondle those ^fferences of rank 
which vanity and selfishness have introduced 
into human society. It is shewn by them, 
that the obduracy of the Jews and thdr dis- 
poritions towards Christians, have been the 
chief cause of that alienation from each other, 
in which the two descriptions of people have 
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lived for several centuries. They are fre- 
quently vinted by Count Tenczyn and his 
rirter, who is lately married to Nicolaus Fir- 
ley. 

Fadowics, who has made every Pole his 
eoiemy, and had been rejected by all the Polish 
ladies, after the gratification of all his low vices, 
repaired to Paris, where he passed his useless 
fife, not among fiends and acquaintances, but 
in coflfee-houses and theatres, until he died un- 
lamented, and was speedily forgotten. 

Count Tenczyn married Elisa of Mielstyn, 
who has presented him with two sons and a 
daughter. He presents an animated picture 
of the noblest love of his country, and to his 
whole neighbourhood^ and in his family is a 
pattern of morality, ci inteUigenoe, and of 
humanity. 

Chaim and his numerous £unily are settled 
near to LevL He finds employment in con- 
veying the diina ware about the country, or 
to the capital, and is in a very flourishing 
condition. 

\MoM, who barely escaped frmn the elBxt 
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of his contraband transactions^ has abandoned 
dl Tus~ unjviat speculati ons and pr ofits^ and 
carries on a sn ccessftil trad e in thejexgwfc- 
ation of the products of jhe^DOuntrv. On high 
festivals he visits his children^ and dandles his 
grandchildren on his knee. He has become 
sufficiently freed from his ancient prejudices 
to laugh at the nonsense of the Talmud, but 
at times his old habits will show themsdves. 
He made once a visit to his desc^idants at 
the Feast of Tabemades, when, waking from 
a nap after dinner, an irresistible inclination 
seized him to look into tiie Talmud. He 
took it out of his trunk, and was so deeply 
engaged m reading it that he did not notice 
the entrance of Levi. ^ What are you read- 
ing, my fatiier ?* said he. Moses blushed^ 
but answered, ^ It is the Talmud." '' How 
can you find amusement in reading such non- 
sense 7 * cried LevL /^ I do not read it^** re- 
plied Moses, ^for the credit I give to its 
stories, but to enjoy a good laugh at them. 
But as the book has done so much mischief it 
ought to be burnt,* and he threw tiie enorm* 
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foa folio into the fire, where it was speedily 
munimecL 

David, the brother of Sarah, who was mar- 
led in his eleventh year to the daughter of 
ffiradi, then nine years old, shows in his man« 
ler of life nather an example nor a warning. 
is his studies did not promise any very good 
expectations, he has, by the assistance of his 
bther and of Levi, been established in a tan^ 
lery, which succeeds very moderately. 
. The honest, sensible ISadid gave her hand 
io SamueL Her ancient father has . trans* 
brred to them his linen manu&ctory, JEUtid it 
^ been considerably extended. Samuel's 
Knen, especially his damask table cloths and 
ittipkins, find a general demand. Respect and 
png habit have now occupied the place of 
ove, and she is happy in making her husbands 
lappy. 

They have one son named Aaron, with 
mrdy eyes and black locks, who shows extra- 
Kdinary understanding for his age. * It is the 
Irish of ihe parents, Ihat after attainmg the 
tgd of twenty-four be should be married to 
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Bathsheba. The twomotfaen vint each other 
frequently ; they conduct between them Bcme 
Polish journals^ and read conjrtantjjn^ most 
useful and el^;ant works in our language. 
These excellent women have^vcm to a num- 
b^ of their own sex and fidth^ satisfactory 
proo& in how great a degree, intelligence, 
friendship, and love can dignify and adorn 
human life. 

Jankiel has become really insane. He is 
mudi to be pitied, for his fanatidsm did not 
spring from d^eit, for he firmly believed in 
all the follies ^f the most fantastical authors 
of his sect TJiis unhappy victun shows how 
dangerous thdse errors whidi are engrafted 
in earliesfirdiildhood, may become to a heated 

Hirsch, the father, has transferred the care 
of his son to some of his friends, and tries to 
forget his sorrow by the industry with whidi 
he applies to his commerce. He has given 
up his shamefrd prejudices, acknowledges the 
Christians to be men and brethren, reads his 
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Bible, has thrown away the Tahnud, and is 
become an upright and exemplary Israelite. 

Abraham attuned to his ninety-first year, 

when he fell asleep and was gathered with his 

lathers. That virtuous man was comforted in 

death firom seeing that the beneficial changes 

operated in his native place had been extended 

I over a great part of Poland ; and from know- 

I ing that a great number of intelligent young 

I Israelites had only waited till some sjnrited 

i man should arise, and lead them in that path 

I to which Abraham had pointed out the way. 

At the exjfeose of that venerable man» and of 

other of like mind, a large temple, resembling 

ihat of Solomon, was erected, where a rational 

divine service was performed instead of the 

abominaUe bowlings, bo wmgs, and mumblings 

of the sdioolmaster, 

THE END. 
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